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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work
RPN -Saroj A rya, Delhi
Mool Shankar once more devoted
himself to his studies. He had some vague
thoughts of giving up this world but they
had not taken any final shape. God willed
that they should. In the year 1843, when
Mool Shankar was eighteen, his paternal
uncle upon whom the boy had always looked as his true
friends and guide had an attack of the same disease which
had carried off his dear sister. His uncle was so dear to him
that he always helped him in shaping up his life, to persuade
his father for further study. Despite the best medical
assistance there was no improvement, and the case was
turned to be hopeless. Lying on his death-bed, he cast at the
young lad a look so fond and wistful that Mool Shankar
could not help bursting into tears. There was something
angelic about that man and the thought of imminent
separation from him unnerved him. He wept and wept till
his eyes swelled with weeping. The inevitable happened.
His uncle died and once more the house was in a State of
mourning. Mool Shankar felt himself totally helpless.

This shock brought back all the bad Memories, the
questions which might have calmed down with the lapse of
time got a new impetus. The fire was re-kindled. Mool
Shankar was obsessed with the idea of seeking escape from
death felt distracted. He wanted to know truth about life and
death and its mystry. Everyone to whom he turned for the
solution of this tangled problem made him to understand
that Moksha (salvation) could be attained by Yogabhyasa
(practice of Yoga) alone. It could be learnt by leading a life
of great mental discipline under the guidance of competent
teachers who lived lives of seclusion in forest. It did not
take Mool Shankar long to decide that this yoga must be
learnt, at all costs. Even if it meant the abandonment of the

| joys of home and family, he would pay the heavy price. The

lad was under a spell which captures all great men at times.
The pleasures of life to which we cling so doggedly in spite
of hundred of disillusionments, had lost all charm for him.

His father somehow came to know of his intentions. In his
youthful enthusiasm Mool Shankar disclosed to some of
his friends what he intended to do. This was a matter of
deep concern for his father who began to think of the means
to keep him away from such designs. The boy was
beginning to soar, he must be brought to earth, and the only
and in most cases the most effective remedy was that the
boy should be married. The duties or responsibilities of
matrimonial life will surely cure him of all his

eccentricities and bind him down to a quiet, settled
household life.

To be continued...
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