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( Veda Prarthana)

If T 7 et~ | - U9t |
T U9 hled | AR A e | |
Anti santam na jahati anti santam
na pashyati. Devasya pashya
kavyam na mamar na jiryati.
(Atharva Veda 10:8:32)
Anti santam God is so inti-
mately close to the soul, na jahati
that the soul cannot separate from
God i.e. leave God or escape away
from God, anti santam na
pashyati although God is inti-
mately encompassing us, we still
do not see or perceive God be-
cause He is beyond the reach of
our eyes or physical senses.
Devasya pashya kavyam to per-
ceive God see Supreme Divine
Being's (i.e.God's) poetry in the
form of the Vedas and/or the physi-
cal universe with its orderly orga-
nization, na mamar it neither per-
ishes na jiryatinor it gets old (out
of date), withered, or worn out
Dear God, you are Omni-
present and pervade every-
thing in the universe. You are
present even inside as well as
outside our souls since eternity;
this constant immutable state is
both a wonder as well as per-
plexing for us because we do
not fully understand it. Nobody
has ever been able to disasso-
ciate You from his her soul, and
vice-versa one's soul away from
You. This relationship between
God and our soul in Vedic scrip-
tures is called vyapya-vyapaka'.
God as vyapaka pervades our
soul.Our soul on the other hand is
vyapya into which God pevades.
This vyapya-vyapaka relationship
is eternal without a beginning or
an end. Whether our soul exists
in a bound state existing as a hu-
man being or some other form of
life e.g. animal, bird, insect or
plant; in a dormant state during
pralaya (dissolution of universe); or
in a liberated state in moksha; in
all thee three states you have per-
vaded and existed inside and out-
side our soul and will do so always
in the future. The great wonder and
surprise, however, is that we have
so far not realized or appreciated
this intimate vyapya-vyapaka rela-
tionship between You and us. Per-
haps, we should not be so sur-
prised beause we have so far tried

to see and realize You with our
physical eyes. Dear God You, how-
ever, have no shape, form or dimen-
sions like our physical body; You
are not a physical being and thus
are invisible. The attributes of an
eye on the other hand are to see a
shape, form or color but You have
none of these characteristics.

A person who wants to see or
perceive God with his/her own
physical eyes, should see Su-
preme Divine Being's (i.e. God's)
creation the Vedas. By reading and
understanding Vedas the great po-
etry of God, one can know the vari-
ous attributes of God. Alternatively,
to see God with one's eyes, one
should look at the physical uni-
verse. By seeing the various gal-
axies and stars with their peculiar
shapes and forms as the vastness
of the universe with its orderly or-
ganization one can know and ap-
preciate God the Master Creator's
capabilities, His great strength-
Omnipotence as well as His im-
mense endless perfect knowledge-
Omniscience.

Vedas are the Supreme
Father's poetry for the welfare of
all human beings. Vedas were at
the beginning of mankind revealed
by God to four rishis in the state of
samadhi (the highest state of yoga
: a superconscious state of medi-
tation) where God is eventually re-
vealed and the soul is one to One
with God. These four rishis then
taught other human beings the
Veda mantras and their mes-
sages. Since then the Veda man-
tras and their messages have been
passed on to subsequent genera-
tions to the present by gurus teach-
ing their pupils both by the meth-
ods of memorization and oral reci-
tation as well as the writing of the
mantras. The main message of the
Vedas is to teach how to reach
God and attain peace and bliss
while living in accordance with the
dictates of dharma, The Vedas deal
with both the spiritual, as well as
secular aspects of knowledge, and
include such topics as God, His
attributes, the attributes of the soul.
the relationships of human beings
to one another and to the
communty. society and other liv-
ing things. Knowledge of the physi-
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God is Perceived by His Creations, the Vedas and the Universe

cal nature of the universe is also
discussed. The messages of the
Veda mantras are universal for the
well being of all humans for all
times and do not get old or out of
date with the passage of time.
Where ever in the universe there
are other planets like our earth and
also have human beings like us,
there God has revealed the Vedas
for the welfare of the inhabitants of
the those planets.

The Sanskrit grammar of the
Vedas is very strict and traditional,
and even the smallest change
could affect the basic meaning of
the whole mantra. Therefore, the
Vedas have been unaltered since
their origin, and thus, represent the
original revealed texts. They are
unlike other Hindu scriptures where
additions and substitutions have
been incorporated. There are still
students and persons in India who
have memorized one or more of the
Vedas. The Sanskrit used in the
Vedas is quite rich, wherein a word
often has more than one meaning.
In addition, the Vedas contain ex-
tensive use of symbolism, meta-
phors or allegory to clarify their true
meaning so everyone from the
learned to the unschooled can un-
derstand the message. However,
one needs a Vedic scholar who
knows Vedas, Upanishads,
Brahmana and Aranyaka Granths,
Darshanas, Nirukta and other
Upangas to properly translate
Veda mantras. In contrast, if only
a literal translation of the words of
the scriptures is made rather than
the most appropriate meaning in
the context of the verses, then the
meaning is very different from the
original intent. Mistranslations of
Vedas and their message by West-
ern scholars e.g. Max Mueller,
Griffith, Wilson and others, as well
as by many Hindu scholars has
resulted in a great disservice to the
understanding of the Vedas and
what they state about One God
and Arya society. The mistran
slations reflect a lack of knowledge
and understanding of Vedic San-
skrit because these authours re-
lied on traditional Sanskrit and its
grammatical rules as well as their
inappropriate use, thus failing to re-
alize the proper context of a large
numbe of translated mantras.

The other aspect of God's po-
etry is His creation the physical

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

universe. God is the Master Archi-
tect and the Power that periodically
creates the universe and maintains
order in the constantly moving and
changing universe. The physical
universe is made of physical mat-
ter (prakriti) which though eternal
is innately inert and must be acti-
vated by God. When one sees the
vast universe with its orderly orga-
nization including various galaxies,
stars, planets including earth, sat-
ellites like moon, with their
peculiaar shapes and forms one
can appreciate God's immense
Capabilities, His great strength-
Omniscience. God's universe is
constantly moving and changing
and does not get old or stale with
the passage of time. Every day is
a new day and different than the
previous one. Also, when the
universe's time is up God causes
its dissolution, it does not happen
suddenly or spontaneously.

Dear God, while by appreciat-
ing Your creations, various at-
tributes and immense capabilities
we can know of Your existence,
however, this knowledge alone does
not bring contentment, joy or bliss
in our personal lives, to achieve
these we must always follow Your
virtuous path in life. We are still
restless in our lives to directly at-
tain Your realization whereby we
can directly gain strength and
knowledge from You as well as
experience bliss. Dear God ,
please grace our souls and en-
lighten us so that we may directly
perceive You. It is only then that
the darkness and ignorance in our
minds will be completely destroyed
and we will overcome personal mis-
eries and sorrows as well as ex-
perience full joy and bliss.

1. This vyapya-vyapaka relation-
ship is sometimes compared to that
of a small cotton ball (soul) soak-
ing or immersed in a large bucket
or ocean of water (God), where wa-
ter exists both inside the cotton ball
and outside it. It must, however, be
remembered that God and soul are
not physical objects but pure con-
sciousness and have no shape,
form or dimensions and cannot be
measured like physical objects.

(For God's attributes, also see
mantras 1,2,8,10,20,28,30, 31 and
To understand the relationship of
God, Souls and Prakriti/Universe,
also see mantra # 30)

To be continued
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