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( Veda Prarthana)

HIEr HHT Serdrie shules
T TS | wuTiRssrara etfa
geafd 7 qamE: HA | |

Ma sredhat somino
dakshata mahe krnudhvam
raya atuje. Taranirijjayati ksheti
pushyati na  devasah
kavatnawe. (Rig Veda7:32:9)

Somino if you want to ac-
quire prosperity and benevo-
lence in life, mahe raya great
amount of material wealth,
atuje health and strength in life,
dakshata krnudhvam work hard
to become worthy of accom-
plishing your goals, ma sredhat
but in the process of accom-
plishing your goals you may
never hurt others. Devasah
people with virtuous divine quali-
ties jayati achieve success in
life taranih it like an easily flow-
ing boat, ksheti they themselves
grow and help nurture others,
pushyati they blossom and
progress in life, na kavatnawe
their life and wealth is never
used for bad purposes.

All thoughtful human beings
by their innate nature desire
prosperity and sucess in their
lives. To fulfill these desires
people want wealth, good
health, education and learning,
happiness, social recognition
and fame. Having sufficient
wealth can make accomplish-
ing some of these goals easier.
Vedas encourage us to earn as
much wealth as possible but by
honest means and once
earned we should share our
wealth for vrtuous causes and
with those who are less fortu-

nate in the society. Vedic
teachings state that from early
childhood we should be taught
to develop virtuous habits such
as following dharma, acquiring
spiritual and secular knowl-
edge, developing physical
strength, building outstanding
character, and remaining celi-
bate until marriage, whereby
we develop good sanskars
(root mental impressions, in-
clinations, and memories for
the future) before we start earn-
ing weath. Our methods to
earn and acquire great amount
of welth throughout our life must
remain honest.

God directs us through the
messages of Veda mantras:
Human beings to acquire
wealth, do not use means that
are sinful, deceitful or use vio-
lence. In contrast to this
satatement, however, at
present in many countries it is
a common practice for many
persons including the so called
'leaders' to gather wealth
through deceit, lies, fraud,
bribes and similar sinful means
so that they may fulfill their
physical desires as well as ac-
quire fame and social status.

One certainly may succeed
in gathering wealth through de-
ceit, lies, fraus, bribes, looting
etc. as well as find temporary
happiness by enjoying various
luxuries items acquired by that
wealth. However, wealth ac-
quired by ill means does not
provide mental peace and con-
tentment; willpower and confi-
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Work Hard to Gain Prosperity but Do Not Hurt Others in the Process

dence; fearlessness and brav-
ery; or the soul acquiring joy
and bliss. Instead, ill gotten
wealth leads to lack of mental
peace, restlessness, doubt,
shame, fear and in the long
term unhappiness. Therefore,
as directed in the Vedas we
should first acquire spiritual
and secular knowledge, de-
velop courage, strength, virtu-
ous habits and skills and then
based on them we should earn
our wealth by honest means
and as guided by other dharma
principles.

Dear God, people who earn
their wealth by honest means
and following dharma prin-
ciples, with their wealth they
not only nurture themselves
and their families, but also be-
come partners in the progress
and prosperity of others in their
community. They are espe-
cially helpful to the illiterate, ig-
norant and down-trodden per-
sons. They try to decrease the
misery of the down-trodden
and increase their fulfillment
like an easily flowing boat helps
people cross the river from
one river-bank to the other.
Such generous and virtuous
persons in the long run earn
fame, respect and honor in the
society and are fondly remem-
bered for generations (thou-
sands of years) by the society
and nations for their virtues.

The Vedas remind even
those persons who have
earned their wealth by honest
means, are virtuous and gen-
erous in life that they must al-
ways remain alert so they may
not slide in backwards in their
integrity or honesty as wealth
often brings arrogance and
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corruption. Those persons
who are not resolute in integ-
rity, truthful, honest, disciplined
or generous, such persons
with the intoxication of wealth
often become lazy, negligent,
reckless, indulgent in sensual
pleasures, arrogant etc. Once
a person is inflicted with such
vices his/her physical strength
diminishes, will power be-
comes feeble, life looses lus-
ter and finally life- span be-
comes shortened. Such
person's instead of gaining true
fame, actually gains ill-fame,
dishonor and distrust of public
at large. The life instead of be-
ing fulfilled, joyful and peaceful
becomes full of misery and a
living hell.

In summary, Vedas state
that before you earn and/or ac-
quire a lot of wealth become
deserving of it. We should first
develop virtuous habits as well
as acquire both spiritual and
secular knowledge. Based on
them we should earn our
wealth by honest means and
as guided by other dharma
principles. We should then
spend the wealth for our and
our family's nurture as well as
generously promoting virtuous
causes in the community. Also,
never let your wealth be mis-
used for sinful or non-virtuous
pursuits. Dear God, please
bless us and inspire us that we
follow Your path and guidance
and thus acquire prosperity and
progress in life.

(For explanations of pros-
perity in the Vedas also see
mantra # 3,4,17 and 21)

To be continued
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