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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

The father's wrath was terrible.
Taking hold of his clothes, he savagely tore
them to pieces. With great anger he
reproached him for having brought eternal
disgrace to their family. Finding his fatherina
fit of anger Shuddha Chaitanya fell at his feet
and with folded hands begged his forgiveness.
He said, he was already feeling sorry at what
he had done and would be only too pleased to retreat his steps
and accompany his father who took him to the place where he
was staying and ordered his sepoys to keep a strict watch over
his movements.

Our youthful hero was determined and had not changed
his mind. It was fright that had made him assume the
appearance of an apologetic. Inwardly the young aspirant after
yoga-vidya was as firm as ever and was on the lookout for an
opportunity to regain his freedom. Night came on, and Shuddha
Chaitanya found himself watched by the sepoys who stood
between him and his ideal. The sepoys who were on duty had
fallen asleep. "Here's an opportunity Now or never" he
muttered to himself, left his bed and crept stealthily out of
home. He had covered about half a mile when he came across a
temple with a lofty pipal tree growing near it. Anxious to elude
the search which he knew, would certainly be made for him
soon after, he climbed up and hide himself in the thickly
covered branches.

The morning, found the sentinels without their ward and
they started their search again. Shuddha Chaitanya had not been
long in his novel retreat, when the dreaded sentinels arrived and
began to look into every nook and corner of the temple. He held
his breath in silence lest any movement on his part should give
them clue. It was with a sigh of relief, that he saw them
retreating after a vigorous but fruitless search. The whole day he
did not leave his hiding place, for fear of being captured. He had
nothing to eat, but only some water contained in a lota (a small
metal pot) which he carried with him.

As soon as night set in, he quietly slipped down the tree
and resumed his journey, halted at a place some four miles from
the temple. Early in the morning he started up afresh. After
spending some time in Ahmadabad and Baroda, he took himself
to Narmada where he hoped to meet some Yogis. Here he read
several works on Vedanta under a Sanyasi Paramahansa
Paramannnd.

As a Brahmachari, Shuddha Chaitanya had to cook his
food himself, and this greatly interfered with his studies. He
was, therefore, anxious to enter the Sanyasa-asharama. This
would help him in another way too; it would minimize the
chances of his being found by the members of his family as
nobody dared to ask original place of a Sanyasi. Accordingly he
approached a Sanyasi named Chidashrama to give him the
Sanyasa. His request was refused on the ground of his being too
young for the Sanyas.

This did not dismay our young Brahmachari who
continued his studies with unflagging zeal on the bank of the
river Narmada, waiting for a more favourable opportunity. At
last one day he met a Dandi Swami and a Brahmachari both of
them had halted in a forest near by en route to Dwarika.
Shuddha Chaitanya at first opened his heart to the Brahmchari
and asked him to intercede for him to Swami Purnanand (this
was the Sanyasi's name), so that he might be pleased to initiate
him into Sanyas-asharma. After some hesitation Swami
Purananand agreed to give him Sanyas and the staff of his order,
naming him Swami Dayanand Saraswati. Dayanand stayed and
studied with his guru for some time and again started in quest of

atrueyogi. To be continued...
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