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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work
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_37d SieT ofrfad Mool Shankar left his home in

May 1884. He was at this time about twenty
one years of age. The first night he passed at
a village eight miles away from his own
village. Next day he got up early in the

g 3RS ol ﬁ:{:ﬂ' s fagm fewr an morning and resumed his journey, avoiding
\ roads and frequented paths, and before it
fraior aer 9 oot UqER TW Hrar & was evening, he had travelled about twenty-

five miles. Being too tired to proceed further, he passed the
night in a temple of Hanuman. His flight had stunned his

SID1D] @' L RICE ﬁ, ‘Y U™ 'Ef, Tt o parents and had cast a gloom over the house, erstwhile so full
! of celebration. Sepoys were sent in haste to hunt him up. But

3e9a Termem gig, Fmior 3¢ =€t " he had travelled a long distance, and after a diligent but
T ¢ fruitless search they returned home to the great

& 8?!':[, &l d @ E a9 A disappointment of the sorrow-stricken family. Mool
3 a% I B 9T En'i fava @@ [ Shankar came to know that a party had been looking for a
. lad, thanked Heaven for his escape, and proceeded on his

‘m W’ ohl TSIl & journey. In the way he met a set of miserable-looking
Yo o S Afes o THRT mendicants, who deprived him of all gold and silver
# : @'Q: ! ornaments he had. Artless and candid as our youthful hero

aYq 3RS Rt was he told them the aim of his wanderings and gave them an

opportunity for divesting him of all that he had. This they
said would prepare him for a peaceful pursuit of immortality.

ﬁ‘-& Y TN FdATS @g. Next, Mool Shankar turned his steps towards a town

. Sayal by name, where he learnt that a great scholar and Saint

IR e 37w, TUT &1 9% Tl Lala Bhagat was living. He related his adventures, and
2 i e '[%@T'_‘[ T T explained the object of his renunciation to him. The scholar

i . gave him the name of Suddha Chaitanya or the pure-minded,

S afa e s ° ufg gE a name which he deserved even at this stage of his life. He
_ 59 g OTTaT stayed there for some time practicing austerities, just as
- o = & other sadhus did. Leaving Sayal he arrived at a town called
Tr-waned, sRrarl T WRA gar gl Kot Kangra, where he came across a large number of
7Y st # L Bairagis(persons who wandered without any specific

purpose). He felt that he had not much to learn from them but
still he stayed at Kot Kangra for three months.

Soon after, learning that a mela would be held at
Sidhpur, a railway station on the bank of the Saraswati,

3 &l el ST W g M &S gHN

émw Sirae o o |9t Wgrm| Shudha Chaitanya set out for the place. It was with the hope
e e T . that he might come across some Yogi who could initiate him
i & U al into Yoga, for the acquisition of which he had left his home.

YIST-Ud Fel bl GTAT-GATT 2 On the way he met a Bairagi who happened to know him and
¢ ~ his family. The sight of an acquaintance after such a long
T v kdl % TY e an time touched his heart, and caused him some uneasiness too.

gﬁ‘ ‘TEtad’ ST TSI hi 90 aﬁ‘n The Bairagi remonstrated him for having entered the order
; of Brahmcharis, but our hero had burnt his boats and was

a9y N . not going to retreat. They parted, each other pursuing their

Y,  Own way. Reaching Sidhpur, Shudha Chaitanya put up at a
AT temple already crowded with Swamis and Brahmcharis. In
the meanwhile, the Bairagi sent word to the family of

(AN
GISEINIEEY Wr_Vﬁ Pcl??ﬂﬂfi{ gfa #r f$foreefl | Shudha Chaitanya whom he had seen on his way to Sidhpur.
YHIRTd 8l W3 2 | a1 & fov 3uq o9, faar, The message once more set the father on his son's trail.

qsma afe 2% 3 fiiv srfeN! Yues 4 s He came accompanied by several sepoys to the fair and
started a vigorous search. For two days he couldnot get any

B | ufFer afaard faAie 10 B @A B d9ERT clue but on the third day, early in the morning entering the
www.aryanirmatrisabha.com WX 3Ucls ®xX I | temple of Mahadeva, he found himself face to face with his
ST 2 son, now looking a bit transformed on account of the geru
0\ /~  (saffron) clothes he was wearing. To be continued...
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