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( Veda Prarthana)
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Yadang dashushe tvamagnay
bhadram karishyasi. Tava etat
satyamangirah. (Rig Veda1:1:6)

Agne O Superme Light. Our
Ultimate Leader, ang You are
everybody's Supreme Friend, yad
dashushe a person who sacrifices
his/her life for the wellbeing of oth-
ers, tvam You bhadram karishyasi
You are always benevolent to such
a person. Angirah Dear God, You
provide protection to such self-
sacrifi-cing persons, etat that is
tava Your satyam eternal rule, true
principle.

Dear God, in this Veda man-
tra You are addressed as Agne
(also spelled Agnay) because You
alone are the Supreme Light and
the Ultimate Source of En
lightenment. Dear God, You al-
ways inspire and guide us in the
right path and as such You are our
Ultimate Leader and Guide. In this
mantra, You are also called Ang
(in other mantras Mitra) because
You are everybody's Supreme
Friend. Please enlighten, inspire
and guide us so that we may sur-
render our life in Your service and
be willing to sacrifice for the well
being of others. The message from
God for everybody in this Veda
mantra is that those human beings
who give up selfishness and sacri-
fice their life including mind, body
and wealth for the wellbeing of oth-
ers as well as the nation and the
world, are rewarded for such self-
sacrifices with protection, fulfill-
ment, fame, joy and bliss; this is
God's eternal true principle and
commitment to human beings. It
is Gods's natural justice to give
happiness and joy to generous
self-sacrificing persons; and God
punishes those persons who are
selfish, cruel, unjust, liars, and/or
deceptive and their life is full of wor-
ries, fear, unhappiness and misery.

ns Those Whe are Generous and Help

In contrast to what is stated
above, it often appears that prin-
cipled, generous and virtuous per-
sons have material deprivation and/
or are suffering, while on the other
hand selfish, dishonest and decep-
tive this, a common person often
has doubts about the value and
sanctity of truth, honesty and vir-
tue as well as he/she considers
what is stated in the Vedas about
God being Just as invalid or a lie
and a figment of imagination. On
many occasions, even good and
honest persons when they encoun-
ter difficulties in their personal lives
due to the prevailing corruption and
dishonesty in the society, lose
their integrity, ideal of honesty,
courage and start to emulate self-
ish, dishonest and deceptive per-
sons. Such persons have lost their
faith in truth, virtue, real justice, re-
birth, dharma principles, Vedas and
their teachings and most impor-
tantly in God.

The reasons for the perception
that 'virtuous persons often appear
to be suffering' are many. First of
all, people often consider that be-
cause they practice one or more
of the following rituals: pray to God,
read scriptures, sing spiritual
songs, listen to sermons, and
meditate; they automatically
desserve God's generous rewards.
The truth, however, is that God
expects deeds/actions and not
rituals alone. God expects His true
devotees to live virtuously, gain
knowledge and wisdom, become
both physically and mentally
strong, earn wealth by fair means,
and with these capabilities have
the courage to fight various vices
and injustices in the society even
at the cost of their lives.

Secondly, even when many
persons consider that they have
surrendered to God and are follow-
ing God's teachings completely
(100%), in actuality they are often
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following only 10-20% of the teach-
ings (especially those which are
convenient to follow). They expect
results for their beliefs that are pre-
sumably based on their following
God 100%, while God gives them
the just reward in proportion to their
actual effort of only 10-20%. For
example a very wealthy person
may donate a fraction of his/her
wealth to a worthwhile charity,
where as rest of his deeds/actions
are not virtuous and in fact he/she
cheats others in business. The per-
son, howerver, expects all types of
rewards such as contentment, ful-
fillment, happiness, fame etc, as a
just reward for his/her deed of char-
ity. God will give reward to such
person for his/her charity but even
a more severe punishment for be-
ing dishonest and a cheater.

Total surrender to God and
self-sacrifice for the wellbeing of
others, though very rewarding, is
a difficult endeavor in life for most
persons. A person who makes
such a commitment, is advised to
seek guidance from a rue guru (if
available) on how to dedicate one-
self to total surrender to God and
then put in his/her total effort, en-
ergy, sacrifice in accomplishing
that goal. The more one puts his/
her effort more he/she start to see
and experience fulfillment, joy and
blisss in life.

Lastly, fighting for virtuous
causes alone as individuals usu-
ally will have only limited results
but if virtuous people Join togeter
to form a strong union, they will be
able to uproot even long estab-
lished vices and evils in the soci-
ety. Such virtuous people should
meet to gether and properly plan
both for the short and long term
success and stay steadfast to-
gether to implement the goals even

Others

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

when there are setbacks. Be-
cause, when virtuous people are
not organized together, dishonest
and manipulative persons includ-
ing bad politicians are able to de-
ceive and exploit common people
by using false promises or false
accusations against virtuous
people. Many such crooed per-
sons are clever with their words
and may be even good speakers
but their intentions are selfish and
exploitative of others. Virtuous per-
sons when working together will
usually succeed in exposing the
truth and finally uprooting the
power of crooked persons.
Therefore, O learned virtuous
persons! Never have doubt on the
messages of Veda mantras. God
is our Supreme Friend and
Wellwisher. Persons who follow
God's message and selflessly help
others for their success, God in the
long haul always rewards such
self-sacrificing persons with pro-
tection, fulfillment, joy and bliss.
May we always follow the teahings
of Vedas and carefuly fulfill our
personal, family, societal and na-
tional duties and obligations. Dear
God, it is our humble prayer that
You may fill our mind (antahkaran)
with deep faith in and devotion to
You. May we always follow Your
message and guidance as well as
sincerely and selflessly serve oth-
ers. Dear God, may we succeed
in our complete surrender to You
and one day attain Your realiza-
tion (our soul be always con-
sciously aware of You) and bliss
in life. (For benefits of virtuous con-
duct in life also see man-
tra#9,19,24,25,26, and 29)

To be continued
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