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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

The scope of this book does not permit
going into all the detail of Dayanand's
wanderings in quest of soul. For full fifteen

OIEl 3ol 9l GF S20¢

GlT[EH‘IT\a?ITﬁ Sl years from 1845 to 1860, young Dayanand
T A Sl & W) B wandered almost all over India. He went

\ from place to place inquiring about yogis
R H @R T | ST and sudhus. Whenever he learnt that at a

3 @IS e U R B certain place there lived a yogi or a sanyasi,
he would dash for it. He visited all the Hindu places of

pilgrimage, and some he visited more than once. In his

= ceaseless search for scholars of renown and men of wisdom,
& g e g he searched the innermost part of the Himalayas, the
U9 W & g I Vindhyas and the Aravallis. He had to encounter great
TeRAT T G T A R dangers in his travels, but he never lost his presence of mind.

) ) There were dangers when a petty slip of the foot might plunge
TR A H 99 R him over a precipice into the roaring torrent below. At some

places he would find his way back to thick growth of thorny,
blushes but undaunted, he would move on, walking through

0T H B gt Toeram prickly thorns, which literally tore his flesh into shreds. On
winter nights, in benumbing cold the young wanderer would
o gq = mﬁq be seen wending his lonely way, with surprisingly inadequate
T o1& el ol 58 clothing. For days and he had nothing to eat but what our hero
% 22 received in the lap of nature during this period of his life. It
ORI S I fitted him for the life which he was to lead in the years to
come.
F= T Once on his way to the Himalayas, Dayanand
qﬁa i g B g happened to halt at the famous Okhi Math. The Mahant
qiftd g9 81 g1 8l T (owner or caretaker of a religious place) of the Math was

o oy < impressed by the personality and wisdom of Dayanand.

Sgid dFelll dte Yl Anxious to keep him as his disciple, he gave him a very
I ! IS B W@ | tempting offer.

"If you become our disciple," he said, "you will be the

master of all our wealth. Thousands of our followers will be at

EIUGIECEIIC G A L your service."

T 3 S T ® B The offer held out a brilliant prospest of a happy future.
But the Mahant did not know that Dayanand was not the man

ST T S Al S Y. to be seduced by these allurements. The latter's reply gives us

D G T ® B a glimpse into his character.

"Mahantji, did you think it is for this pleasure that I
discarded all my worldly possessions and comforts ? You

~ AR 3T, T T, S Siig, gftamon - seem to have no idea of the treasures, far more valuable than
these, for sake of which I have voluntarily given up the
opulence of my paternal home. Tempt me not, for my heart is
set for the acquisition of true knowledge.”

08 3TT-06 TaawR 2017 HiIcUG wd- IS The Mahant had never witnessed such profound
T | e | qEaR | AR | wear | s | e | contempt for wealth, and dumb-founded. He praised

=S G — e ————r g Dayanand's strengh of purpose and requested him to stay for a
. i fr K =
A 9 3

F X few days. But Dayanand declined. And after sometime he
=rqeff | oot | w3t | reach Mathura in' the Pathshala (school) of great Swami

11 3TTE | 12 37 | 13 37 ) Virjanand.

— — Virajanand- is the name of our Blind monk who was
EreT a@gﬁ- brought up in the lap of adversity. He was born in the house of
19 amre | 20 arrer | @ brahmin, Narain Dutt by name at Kartarpur. He was five
R —.| years old when he had an attack of small-pox which left him
hs ﬁ i q blind for life. But worse was to follow. He was hardly eleven
when the deaths of his father and mother left him an orphan.

He was now at the mercy of his brother, whose wife happened
to be a very selfish and short tempered woman, who would
often torment the poor boy and hint that he should better leave
her house. His brother was too timid to protest and he felt that
[ ——— both of them wanted to get rid of him. He was conscious of his
<l helplessness and yet was too spirited to submit to this. Sad at
heart, he bade good-bye to his paternal home, and cast
himself without any support in the wide worl§0 be continued...
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