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Bhopal Engineering Students to Trace
roots of science in Vedas

-Shruti Tomar
Engineering students of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Hindi University
in Bhopal will soon trace the roots of modren science in Indian
ancient texts—the Vedas, and writings of bygone-era mathema-
tician Bhaskaracharya and sage scientist Acharya Kanad.
The university, in a first, is preparing a curriculum in Hindi,
which will allow students to gain knowledge of engineering that
prevailed in the sub-continent in ancient times, and chroniclled
by seers and sages who doubled up as men of science.
"Whenever we talk about our rich legacy of Hindu Rishis and
Munis, people oppose it. But it is a fact that Indian seers came
out with many inventions in engineering, medical science and
astronomy thousands of years ago," Vice-chancellor Mohan
Lal Chhipz said.
"We will teach about Indian scientists before any western sci-
entist."
University sources said the sole purpose of the programme is
to promote Indian science and culture, which has been over-
shadowed by western science.
Students will be taught how Indian sage-scientists were in no
way inferior to, if not greater than, western greats such as JJ
Thomson, John Dalton, Gerhard Bernsee, George Stibiz, and
Lord Kelvin.
The neo-nationalistic approach stems from the lack of knowl-
edge of modern students about the scientific shlokas or cou-
plets in Sanskrit mentioned in the Vedas.
Hence, the Hindi curriculum. "In India, students are aware of
John Dalton, but not Acharya Kanad (considered the father of
atomic theory in Sanskrit)". a university official said.

Brahmarpan August 37 Vol. 10 NO.1 22 TAV-METE 2074 fsE



% The programme will be an additional subject, titled Bharatiya
: Gyan aur Parampara (Indian Knowledge and Tradition), to be
: introduced this academic session. But the students will not
have to take any examination on the new subject.

Besides the Vedas, the earliest scriptures of Hinduism, works
of sage Bhrigu's Shilp Samhita on engineering science and
metallurgy, the Narad Shilp Shastra on arts and crafts, and
_ Charaka Sambhita that deals with Ayurvedic healing, will be
part of the reading material.

Experts called the programme an attempt to promote Hindu-
% ism, not engineering.

. "This additional subject will create confusion among students
and is also going to distort their view on the subject," a pro-
. fessor with a national institute said.

This could trigger debates because international-level exami-
nations demand a student to write what has been scientifi-
cally proven and established, not untested theories that spring
from mythology, he added.
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GASPING FOR A SOLUTION .
The citizens are concerned about Delhi's air pollution.
But the political will to take drastic measures is lacking
In the last few months, New Delhi has been at the re- :
ceiving end for its abysmal air quality. While this has
been the case for quite some time row, the issue be-
came a talking case for quite some time now, the issue i
became a talking point before Unitec States Ex-Presi-
dent Barack Obama's visit in January. This was be-
cause the US embassy bought 1,800 portable indoor :
air purifiers for the dignitary, his team and their staff.
Reports said that the embassies of the US, Japan and ¥
Germany were contemplating a reduction in the three
year standard tenure for their diplomatic staff to two
years because of concerns over poor air quality.
Under attack from all sides, the Centre finally reacted,
rather took cover behind a new monitoring protocol. It
said that the the environment ministry along with the
earth sciences ministry, has put in place a unified sys-
tem of air quality monitoring in the city to ensure au-

thenticated air quality information to the public. Now a :

Standard Operating Procedure for data validation, E

¢ analysis and dissemination will be followed by the Cen- |

tral Pollution Control Board, Delhi Pollution Control Com:-
mittee and Indian Meteorological Department. An envi- |

.. ronment ministry official told the Wal' Street Journal

that the goal of the new procedure was to counter "irre-
sponsible media reporting about pollution”, *
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adding that the media were focusing wrongly on real time data on
pollution and using them to hype the city's problems with air quality.
The Centre is also mulling restricting the entry of diesel vehicles in
Delhi's markets. This is a welcome move but along with it should
quicken the pace of constructing the east and west expressways
so that vehicles that are not Delhi-bound can bypass the city.
Moreover, the government needs to find ways to curb the rising
popularity of diesel vehicles. While the citizens are concerned
about the air quality, there seems to be a lack of political will in
cleaning up the air. The budget failed to make any allocations or
fiscal measures to control air pollution. The least it could have
done was to use excise duty on petrol and diesel to fund the
implementation of superior quality fuel (Euro IV and Euro V)
instead of allocating it for developing roads. Taxing SUVs could
also have helped reduce dependence on private vehicles and
create a fund for public transport instead.
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That Aimighty God keeps the whole world in motion but H& =" self
does not move. But He being perfectlyimmanent every where and
in every creature. He is permeating everything in this universe in a
uniform and immovable manner. The Supreme Being is very far
away from those people who are unrighteous, thoughtless and not
devoted to God. He is extremely near to those leared and wisemen
who speak truth. God is everywhere-outside, inside and in the middle
of the whole world. He is permeating everywhere in His Entirety, in
a uniform manner. Only by knowing Him one can attain final beati-
tude and not otherwise. » :
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