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eing a modern
organization, the
Arya Samaj took

to modern mass
media for reaching the masses
effectively. To begin with, it
published a large number of
books, pamphlets tracts, posters
etc., for the propagation of its
principlesandideas. Ofthese, the
works of Dayanand Saraswati,
(especially his magnum opus
the Satyarth Prakash) were most
popular: almost every literate
Arya Samajist read it daily. It is
pcinted out by contemporary
British intelligence officers that
no other book done in that period
contained such rich material for
arousing political awakening
and national consciousness
as the Satyarth Prakash. For
substantiation, they reproduced
following excerpts from the
book:

The sixth chapter of the
Satyarth Prakash deals with
the science of government. It is
difficult to understand what was
Dayanand's object in prescribing
the form of government for the
State unless it was for the
guidance of the Indians when
they secure independence.
These directions are chiefly
taken from the laws of Manu.
The chapter closes with the
invocation :

"May we in this world through
God's mercy be privileged to
occupy kingly and other high
offices, and may He make us the
means of advancing His eternal
justice.”

To the extent that it describes
the Aryan system of government
as a perfect one, the sixth
chapter may be regarded as
causing disaffection towards the
British Government.

There are, moreover,
references in this chapter to the
necessity that the sovereign and
ministers should be learned in
the Vedas, and "bornin Swadesh
and Swaraj', that are difficult of
other than literal interpretation.
The eighth chapter contains the
following passage:-

"At the present moment,
let alone governing foreign
countries, the Aryas through
indolence, negligence and
mutual discord and ill-luck, do
not possess a free, independent,
uninterrupted and fearless rule

Arya Samaj’s Contribution

During Freedom Movement
K.C. Yadav & K S Arya

even over their own country.
Whatsoever rule is left to them,
is being crushed under the heel
of the foreigner. There are only
a few independent states left.
When a country falls upon evil
days, the natives have to bear
untold misery and suffering. Say
what you will, the indigenous
native rule is by far the best, A
foreign Government, perfectly
free from religious prejudice,
impartial towards all-the
natives and the foreigners-kind,
beneficent and just to the natives
like their parents though it may
be, can never render the people
perfectly happy.”

This extract was particularly
quoted by the defence in the
case King-Emperor versus Ala
Ram, dated 26th November
1902, in the course of which the
loyalty of the Arya Samaj was
impugned by the defendant Ala
Ram, a preacher of the Sanatan
Dharma.

Chapter X of the Satyarth
Prakash contains two
objectionable passages:

(1) The causes of foreign
rule in India are mutual feud,
differences in religion,... It is
only when brothers fight among
themselves that an outsider
poses as judge.... Mutual feud
ruined Kauravas, Pandavas and
Yadavas in the past. The same
fatal disease is still clinging to
us.... The Aryas are still treading
the wicked path of the despicably
low Duryodhana, the destroyer
of his race.... May God in His
mercy rid us of this dreadful
disease.

(2) When the Aryas were in
power these most useful animals
(cows) were never allowed to be
killed. Consequently man and
other living beings lived in great
peace and happiness.... But,
since the meat-eating and wine-
drinking foreigners—the slayers
of kine and other animals—
have come into this country,
and become the ruling power,
the troubles and sufferings of
the Aryas have since been on
the increase. Either of these is
calculated to excite feelings of
disaffection towards the British

Government,

Chapter XI contains a
passage:—'There have been
other mighty rulers who were
the sovereign lords of the whole
earth such as Sudyumna,
Bhuridyumna.... What a pity the
descendants of these Aryas are
being crushed under the heel of
the foreigner.”

This particular passage was
the one which formed the subject
of the indictment for seditious
speaking against the Arya Samaj
preacher Daulat Ram at Jhansi
which resulted in his conviction
in 1908 under Section 109,
Criminal Procedure code.

The Satyarth Prakash in
abusing the Christians identifies
the Government and the
Christians, and the following
two extracts from the chapter
on Christianity are calculated, if
not intended, to excite feelings
of enmity in Indians towards
Government:—

"If a white man kills a black
man they generally adjudge
him to be not guilty out of their
partiality and acquit him of all
blame.

It is on this account that the
Christians fall upon the property
of foreigners as a thirsty creature
upon water, a hungry man upon
food.

The book contains hundreds
of such references, Like gurulike
disciple: the other works done by
Arya Samajists also contained
material of political nature. The
following example, an excerpt
from the life of Mazzini written
by Lala Lajpat Rai, should be
sufficient to bring home this
truth:

It is unnatural for a nation to
remain under another nation.

Foreign yoke is tolerated
by a people under very strong
compulsion. Nature has desired
that every nation should try to
promote the welfare of its own
land of birth and protect it from
foreign attack and tyranny.
Looked at from this standpoint,
an alien Government, however
generous, independentand good
it may be, is against the laws of
nature and means a condition

of slavery for the subject race.
If it is evil and against the laws
of nature to make a man a slave
of another, it is also to make
a nation slave, to rule over it
against the wishes of it, and it
can never be naturally right to
do, and if the subject race does
not understand this, the reason
is that long slavery has killed
its sense of respect, and its low
spirituainess and narrowness
of ideas have made it unable
to grasp this grand but simple
truth of nature. If the English
had not come to India, it would
not be surprising if the Hindus
had gained possession over all
India.

We must remember that
unless we show by our deeds
and acts that we are seeking to
obtain independence we wont
get an inch of it, however many
efforts we may make. When the
Government will come to know
that we are not only worthy
of being given independence
but are in a position that we
shall have independence
anyhow, then believe there is
no earthly power that can keep
independence away fromus. The
second stage is that we should
think of the means to achieve
independence. One who knows
how to be free from slavery, no
one can keep him a slave* We
have not the same obstacles in
our way which the lovers of Italy
had to face.

Most of the books, pamphlets,
tracts or posters written by
Arya Samajists of those times
invariably ~ contained some
political message, some patriotic
observation or some hint of
swadeshi and swaraj.

A large number of journals,
periodicals and newspapers
were also published for the
propagation of the Samaj ideals
during this period. Of these,
the important ones were the
Arya darpana (Shahjehanpur);
Bharatasudashapravartaka

(Farrukhabad); Deshhiteshi
(Ajmer); Aryavarta
(Bhawanipur—Calcutta); Arya

Siddhanta (Prayag); Paropakari
(Ajmer); Timirmashaka (Kashi);
Brahmanahitakari (Kashi);
Bharatuddhar (Jagraon—
Punjab); Vedapracharak
(Jagraon-Punjab); Vaidik
Dharma (Muradabad);
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Vedaprakasha (Meerut);
Bharatuddharaka (Meerut);
Aryamitra (Luckoow);

Aryasevaka (MadhyaPradesha);
Saddharmapracharaka
(Jullundur); Navajiwana
(Kashi); Bhaskara (Meerut);
Arya (Lahore); Aryamaryada
(Jullundur); Aryamartanda
(Ajmer); Aryajagata (Lahore);
Sarvadeshika (Delhi); Digvijaya
(Hyderabad); and Aryabhanu
(Hyderabad).

These periodicals, besides
the socio-religious programme,
carried political message to the

thinking people.
Besides this, the Samajas
employed upadeshakas

(preachers)tocarrytheirmessage
to all nooks and crannies of
the country. As these people
had served a highly important
purpose, a detailed account
of them is required. To begin
with, the upadeshakas were not
professionais. The members of
the samajas who were educated
and well-versed in the vedic
lore and the programme and
principles of their organisation,
snatched time out of their
routine work and did this job.
Some prominent upadeshakas
of the non-professional type of
this period were : Mani Ram,
Atmanand, Ishwaranand,
Sahajanand, Ramanand (later
Shankaranand), Nityanand,
Vishwesharanand, Satyanand,
Prakashanand, Lakshmidatt
Pandey etc,

After 1880s came paid, full
time upadeshakas. Trained in
the art of public communication,
they did a lot of useful work day
in and day out. Among these
upadeshakas were Mani Ram
(Later Arya Muni), Shiv Shankar,
Mehta Jaimani, Yogendrapal,
Dhani  Ram, Sachidanand
Sharma, TulsiRam Misri, Devdatt
Sharma, Tulsi Ram Svani, Badri
Datt Sharma, Shankranand,
Amin Chand, Nawal Singh, Kalu
Ram, Basti Ram, Tej Singh,
Bhishma, Mai Bhagwati, Baldev
Singh Verma, Muni Lal Sharma,
Prayagdatt Awasthi and Kanwar
Sukhilal.

Though fuli time
upadeshakas had become
availaple now, yet the Arya
activists also spent most of their
time sharing their views with the
people and influencing them. In

this category may be mentioned
the names of Gurudatt Vidyarthi,
Lajput Rai, Hans Raj, Sam Das,
Munshi Ram, Jiwan Das, Durga
Prasad, Chamupati, Ramdeva,
Parmanand, Lekh Ram, Kirpa
Ram (later Darshanananda),
AtmaRamAmritsari,Shivananda,
Sarvadanand, Ganpati Shartoa
and Rambhaj Dutt.

These upadeshakas,
whether professional or non-
professional, brought a great
deal of political awareness and
national consciousness to the
masses. A few excerpts from
a U.P. government intelligence
report may be periinent here to
substantiate the point.

1. It is recorded by the
Punjab police that, when Lala
Munshi Ram with Pandit Ram
Bhaj Datt of Amritsar was
canvassing for subscriptions for
the Gurukul at Guijarat, Sialkot
and Guiranwala in 1899, he
spoke against Government in a
very mischievous tone, saying
among other things that sepoys
were foolish enough to enlist on
Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per mensem to be
killed, but after being carefully
taught in the Gurukul they would
know better. It is also said that
Munshi Ram preached in a
similar strain in 1903 at Jhang in
the Punjab in the same cause.

2. Daulat Ram, an Arya
Samaj preacher, was proved
to have made attempts to
create qisafiection among the
sepoys at Jhansi, and the Court
took the view that an extract
from the Satyarth Prakash,
reproduced in the fourth chapter,
whichh Daulat Flam read to an
audience including sepoys, was
caiculated to excite disaffection.
The Magistrate found the
charge proved, and on the 24th
September 1908 bound him
over for one year under section
109, Criminal Procedure Code,
The matter was taken up by the
Arya Pratinidhi Sabhas of these
provinces and of the Punjab, but
the judgement was upheid.

3. 1909 saw Pandit Bhoj
Dat visiting Bengal, and his
behaviour there caused such
apprehension that it was
necessary for the Commissioner
of Police to issue a notification
forbidding him to address any
meeting in Calcutia.

4. Pandit Prag Dat of

Hardoi, a paid lecturer of the
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha, has been
reported as on more than one
occasion lecturing at Arya Samaj
meetings on political subjects.
In May 1908 he commended
the example of the Bengalis to
his hearers at an Arya Samaj
meeting at Hardoi, and showed
that they were getting whatever
they wanted by agitation and
combination.

5. Pandit Bishan Dat of
Mirzapur, a prominent swadeshi
propagandist of these provinces
has been closely associated with
the Arya Samaj since 1902, He
spoke at a meeting in Bombay in
1907 on the same platform with
Lajpat Rai and Munshi Ram.

6. 1908 saw in
Bundelkhand, in Mirzapur and
in Gonda districts Lala Lajpat
Rai's famine agents at work.
These men were received with
honour by the Arva Samajas of
all the towns they visited, and
when in the villages they lost
no opportunity of preaching the
doctrines of the Arya Samaj.
One of these agents disciosed
that their real mission was to
educate the villagers and to
teach them to claim their rights.
The amount of relief they gave
was comparatively infinitesimal.

7. At a meeting at Agra in
1905 a Punjabi lecturer named
Manchar La! pointed out the
necessity for union among
Hindus and said it would enable
Indians to regain possession of
their country, A similar lecture
was delivered by one Todi Mal,
at a meeting at Alampur in the
Dadon circle of the Aligarh
district in 1908.

8. During May and June
1907, the political suspects
Parmanand (C.1.D. no. P. 4) and
Brahmanand (C...D. no. B-8)
were observed approaching
sepoys on leave at Hardwar and
preaching in a manner to excite
disaffection.

Although the subjects of
discussion at the meetings of
the (Bijnor) samaj are usually
reported to be confined to
religious and social matters,
the swadeshi movement is
sometimes alluded to and politics
are occasionally discussed. The
Mandawar Samaj is reported to
interest itself more with political
than with religious affairs.

These are only a few
instances reported from U.P.
From other provinces similar
instances could be had in
hundreds.

These upadeshakas were,
as indicated above, trained in
the art of saying things in the
most intelligible manner. They
were well-versed in the idiom
which the people followed. As a
result, whatever they said was
accepted by their audiences as
scriptural truth, And, as already
discussed, they never spared
an opportunity to arouse the
feelings of the people. They
built mountains out of mole hilis
to arouse their audience, An
illustration:

Lala Ganpat Rai,
upadeshaka, reports the Arya
Gazette, initsissue of 11 January
1900, wriling from Kachewa Rorh
(Rajputana) says that ‘owing
to the prevailing famine things
have come to such a pass here
that numbers of human corpses
may be seen lying in the fields;
men and women are dying from
hunger and exposure to cold at
night; and beasts of the jungle,
dogs, etc, are fattening on the
dead bodies of Hindus....

Dear reader, just imagine
how the dead bodies of Aryas
are being desecrated! Do you
know that within a few days
their bones will be sold to Ralli
Brothers?

O God! thou art the only
Protecior of the degenerated
Arya nation. Bless us that we
may be able to save the Aryan
children! Father, bless us that
we may learn some spiritual
lesson from this awe-inspiring
scene, and rouse curselves to
afford succour to orphans!

The above account shows
that Aryas employed modern
means to spread the message
of the Samaj to every part of the
country. This message usually
had some political content as
was the case with the writings
of their guru, Swami Dayanand
Sarawswati. And the message
was put across to the people in
suchawaythatitstraight reached
their hearts and produced the
desired results. This explains
as to why thousands of Aryas
joined the national movement
under it influence,

0
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