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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

There was a tap at Swami Virajanand's
door.

"Who is there ?"

"A Sanyasi."

"What is your name?”

"Dayanand Saraswati"

"Do you know vyakarana (grammar)?"

"Yes, I have studied Sarasvata, etc."

At this reply the door opened, and Dayanand walked
in. Virajanand after putting the young aspirant some
questions to test his previous knowledge addressed him
thus:-

"Dayanand, there is a vast difference between the
Risikrita Granths of pre-Mahabharata days, and the post-
Mahabharata Sanskrit literature which is the work of
ordinary human beings. The former is characterised by
sublimity of thought, natural and spontaneous expression
and a lofty spirituality, the latter, written by narrow-minded
and prejudiced men, lacks that universality of appeal,
which the former has. That I abhor this post-Mahabhrata
literature is well known. It seems that you will have to
disabuse your mind of all that you have learnt, before you
can begin your studies here."

"Just as you please," Dayanand answered after some
thinking for a while.

"And throw all the books into the river flowing
nearby."

"I shall do it," said Dayanand with a shoot, He dared
not refuse. He seemed to be under a spell.

"But there is another thing, yet. Generally I don't
teach Sanyasis. They don't cook their own food, and I have
none to give them. So you will have to make your own
arrangements, before you can hope to devote yourself to
your studies whole-heartedly."

"you need not have any anxiety on that account. Sir,
I would be the last man to trouble you about my food
arrangements."

Dayanand was formally admitted as a pupil.
Unluckily, at that time the province was in the agony of a
terrible famine, and even the rich found it hard to give
anything in charity. our hero had, therefore, a very hard
time. But he faced it like a man, and lived on the coarsest
food available and would even go without food at times.
His primary aim was to learn. At last the clouds began to
lift, and one pandit Amar Lal, a well-to-do astronomer of
Mathura, struck by Dayanad's knowledge and personality,
took to supply him with food and books. It is said that this
Pandit was a great friend of the needy. Dayanand used to
speak of this man with feeling of heartfelt gratitude all his
life. Luckily Pundit Amar Lal was also from Gujrat.

Dayanand works hard continuously in Mathura. He
worked the whole day, and would often be seen studying at
night by the light of the earthen lamps which women
deposited into the crevices of wells. In his moments of
leisure he would hold discussions with those around him,
and all this he did in addition to so many miscellaneous
duties, which as a dutiful disciple he had to perform.

To be continued...
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