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(_Veda Prarthana - 30 )
ATATCHAUTTERRTIeh & gvad |
qq: uRsastardt daar a1 a9
o=
Baladekamaniyaskam ut
ekam neva drshyate.
Tatah pari shvajiyasi devata
sa mam priya.
(Atharva Veda 10:8:25)

Ekam one thing/entity
(Prakrti), subatomic physical mat-
ter aniyaskam is much smaller
than balad the tip of hair, ut ekam
and the next one thing/entity (soul)
na eva drshyate is invisible, is not
detectable by physical means.
Tatah a third entity different from
the other two pari shvajiyasiis in-
timately in contact with them (the
other two), sa devata that Divine
Entity (God, Eeshwara) mam priya
is most dear to me.

In the whole universe, what-
ever we can see, directly appre-
hend or have direct cognizance of;
inder something to be likely; read
or hear about something or con-
sider it probable; at its most basic
root level consists of only three
eternal things, God, the Soul and
Prakriti (physical matter in the ex-
tremely minute subatomic state),
there is nothing else, no fourth
thing. God is the agentive cause
for the creation of the universe,
prakriti is the material cause of uni-
verse, and souls are the consum-
ers for whose benefit the universe
is created.

The first eternal thing, prakriti
is innately inert, it has no innate
activity or consciousness. The
prakriti at its most primal level is
composed of three types of ex-
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God Soul and Prakrti (Traitwad)

tremely minute subatomic par-
ticles (called mool tatwa) with the
following innate properties:satwa
(full of energy but calm), rajas (full
of energy but agitated) and tamas
(inert, dull, no energy)’. the other
characteristics of these subatomic
particles are that they are innately
indestructible, and even though
they are extremely minute, they
still have shape, form and dimen-
sions whereby when they combine
with each other, one particle can-
not enter inside another, only dis-
place it in one or the other direc-
tion. Lastly, these particles poten-
tially can be measured by scien-
tists like other physical objects2
(in contrast to God or soul: see
later). From these primal root par-
ticles the whole universe is made.
The earth, sun, moon, planets as
well as other stars and galaxies
are all eventually made of these
three types of particles. These
subatomic extremely minute par-
ticles in this Veda mantra have
been metaphorically called as
much smaller than the tip of hair.

From time to time, physi-
cal matter is either activated and
transformed by God's creative
power into the manifest universe
as we know it (srishti), or inacti-
vated and goes through dissolution
(pralaya) back into its dormant pri-
mal state. During pralaya the three
types of the mool tatwa exist in a
balancd primal state but upon ac-
tivation they may change their ap-
parent characteristics such as
shape or form when they combine
with each other (or among them-
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selves) in various combinations
and proportions to make the mani-
fest universe consisting of the five
gross elements (sthool tatwas) of
nature/universe namely Akasha
(space), Vayu (air or gasses
things), Agni (fire, light, or energy),
Jala (water or liquids) and Prithvi
(earth or solid things). All nonliving
objects, as well as physical bod-
ies of all living things, are com-
posed of prakriti (matter). Our hu-
man body, various animals, birds,
insects, plants, trees, fruits, veg-
etables, herbs are all made of
prakriti. Similarly, the foods we eat,
the clothes we wear and things we
make our houses with for shelter
are also all made of prakriti. Al-
though, as stated before prakriti at
the level of basic root particles is
innately indestructible, yet it keeps
changing its shape and form, for
example the food we eat gets di-
gested and then helps make our
blood, muscles, bones and other
body tissues. When we die our
physical body (mitti or rakh ka
putala) made from matter begins
to disintgrate and will end as ashes
(either by cremation or burial).
Because prakriti is prone to
change, metaphorically, all living
and non-living things arose from
the ashes (extremely minute sub-
atomic particlesi.e. physical mat-
ter) and will end as ashes.

The second eternal thing is
soul and it is a conscious entity.
The soul is extremely small and
at any given time is ekdeshi-ex-
ists in one place only. The soul,
however, is not made of prakriti.

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

Therefore, unlike prakriti, soul is
invisible because it has no shape
or form, does not occupy any
space. Therefore, the soul cannot
be measured by scientists like
other physical objects made of
prakriti. Moreover, the soul being
a conscious entity enters the
physical body made of prakriti and
activates and controls it, this is
how the soul performs its functions
through the physical body. The
soul because of its conscious en-
ergy is the ultimate center of all
learning (thought and knowledge);
desires and feelings (love, jeal-
ousy, happiness, suffering); and
karma (actions or deeds). It is the
soul that enables us to see, hear,
eat, walk, run, play and do other
activities. The soul, however, can
only do these activities when it
joins prakriti to have a living physi-
cal body with various senses such
as eyes and ears (all made of
prakriti). Without the physical
body, the soul cannot do anything
external in the world. The entity
which sees an object is the soul,
where as the entity which enables
us to see outside objects is the
eye. Similarly, the entity which
experiences happiness or sorrow
is the soul, where as the entities
that enables us to experience hap-
piness or sorrow are our mind, chit,
intellect and ego (together they are
called antahkaran and are all made
of prakriti).

To Be Continue....
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