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( Veda Prarthana - 30 A)
ATQHAVIIRT A o FIad |
qq: URsaSHgHt daar |91 7y
fi=m
Baladekamaniyaskam ut
ekam neva drshyate.
Tatah pari shvajiyasi devata

sa mam priya.
(Atharva Veda 10:8:25)

Continue from last issue

The soul is eternal, it has al-
ways existed, it was never born and
never dies. The joining of the soul
with a physical body is birth, and
the separation from the body is
death. The physical body grows
and perishes; following this the soul
migrates to a new physical body.
Thus, the soul comes and goesii.e.
it changes physical bodies. This
cycle of birth, death and rebirth will
continue until the soul has attained
moksha the infinite bliss (see be-
low). As stated before, the body
made of prakriti by itself is inert,
where as the soul is the conscious
entity. However, soul most of the
time lacks one characteristic that
is anand i.e. pure bliss or joy. While
the soul under usual circumstances
in most persons has an element of
joy or happiness but it is admixed
with unhappiness and sorrow. The
joy or happiness brought about by
things made of prakriti such as
wealth, comfort items, physical
beauty etc, is always transient, in-
complete, admixed with unhappi-
ness and sorrow as well as never
brings satiety, fulfillment and there
is always unquenchable thirst for
more. The third eternal thing is
God. God is Supreme Conscious-
ness and Supreme Bliss. He is the
Creator and Maintainer of the uni-
verse and causes its dissolution.
God has no shape, form, or dimen-
sions nor does God occupy any
space. Like the soul God is invis-
ible and cannot be measured by
scientists like other physical ob-
jects made of prakriti. Omnipres-
ent God is present everywhere in
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each and every particle of the uni-
verse and beyond. God is endless
as well as God is larger than the
largest and smaller than the small-
est. God being larger than the larg-
est entity envelops eveything in the
universe including the earth, plan-
ets, stars and galaxies. God tran-
scends all physical objects. God
being a conscious entity can
enterr/penetrate things made of
prakriti to activate them and being
smaller than the smallest God is
present even inside our soul. There-
fore, God is called sarvavyapyaka
i.e. omnipresent, an entity that
pervades inside each and every
particle and place in the universe
including our soul. He is aware of
everything that is going on evenin
the most secret recesses of our
minds because He resides even
inside our souls (also see mantra
#20). God as the Karmaphaldata-
Final Judge in the Universe gives
appropriate awards to all of us de-
pending upon our past and present
karmas- deeds. As such, God the
Supreme Bliss showers and fills up
his true devotees with bliss. Once
a devotee has attained God real-
ization and true blisss, things
made of prakriti seem insipid and
give him/jer no joy. Also, the de-
sire to acquire more and more
material goods for physical enjoy-
ments is quenched and extin-
guished. The bliss obtained in the
conscious company of God is
pure, complete and fulfilling unlike
those obtained from prakriti (see
above paragragh). From then on
God becomes the dearest entity in
the devotee's life. While all other
types of love a human being has
such as for parents, spouse, chil-
dren and friends have their perspec-
tive role in one's life journey, they
become secondary to one's love for
God.

Therefore, O human beings!
Remember that God created the
universe to provid souls a place to
move closer to Him and eventually
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attain bliss. It is only in the con-
text of the univrse (prakriti) that a
person can live and grow and learn
right from wrong. Karma and the
exercise of free will are only pos-
sible within the setting of the uni-
verse. Therefore, utilize the things
made of prakriti as the means but
do not get attached to them or
make gathering them the goal of
your life, they will not provide bliss
or lasting happiness. Your utmost
attachment and love should be for
God who is the Ultimate Source
and Storehouse of Bliss, Knowl-
edge, Wisdom and Strength as well

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

as the provider of an element of the
same to His true devotees. O hu-
man beings! Once you have tasted
such gifts given directly by God,
all of your personal desires will be
permanently fulfilled and no voids
left in your life.

(For God's attributes, also see
mantras #1,2,5,8,10,20,28,31 and
To understand the relationship of
God, Souls and Prakriti/Universe,
also see mantra # 5)

To Be Continue....
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