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Optimism leads to happiness and success

By Vijay Hashia

MK Gandhi said, “Man often becomes what he
believes himself to be. If I keep saying to myself
that I cannot do a certain thing, it is possible that I
may end up becoming incapable of doing it. On
the contrary, if I have the belief that I can do it, I
shall surely acquire the capacity to do it even if i
may not have it at the beginning.”

To view the glass as being half full rather than half
empty is an admirable quality. This kind of positive
perspective is good for the mental and physical
health of'a person.

Positive outlook

Optimism puts us in a positive orientation towards
the present and future, which in turn affects our
beliefs and behaviour. Optimists believe that their
own actions result in positive things happening
and that they are responsible for their own
happiness and they can expect success with task
they are performing and better things to happen in
the future.

The greatest mystics

and teachers, across the

world, have told us that

everything is energy.

This has now been

undeniably confirmed

by modern science also

that thoughts, too, are

energy. While mind is

static energy, thought is

dynamic energy and its

power is vibratory,

formed by converting static into dynamic force.
Thoughts are static energy because thoughts are
not static, as you might have seen. Without frame
of mind we are capable of changing our thoughts
from negative to positive and positive to negative.

Each time we entertain a specific thought, we emit
a specific, corresponding frequency, an energy
vibration. When we have positive thoughts we
experience tones of energy in us. We feel like
rushing to do the thing. But if thoughts are negative
\vtall ofasudden feel that I can't do this work. [ am
I

not capable of doing it. I have not enough energy.
Like energy attracts like energy. We attract to
ourselves those things and circumstances that are
in vibrational harmony with dominant mental
attitude, habitual thoughts and beliefs. If parents
have attitude of defeated persons, it can have its
impact on children as well and in that case children
will need extraordinary efforts to come out of that.
On the other hand, when we are positive
automatically we feel energetic and the greater its
power to attract its corresponding circumstance
into our physical world through the law of
attraction.

The more powerful and optimistic your thought is,

the more creative can be its effect. And more

communication channels open up, lending greater

clarity and effectiveness to all that you do and to all

you come across. Thoughts can drive attitudes,

actions and behaviours. We can use this powerful

domino effect for empowerment, achievement,

success, and self-

actualisation.

Therefore, replace

unwanted and negative

thoughts with their

positive equivalent.

Consciousness,

pervading the entire

" universe, is omnipotent,

 omnipresent,

omniscient blissful and

source of eternal bliss

satchitanand. Make

your mind a part of such satchitanand

Concsiousness to be positive and happy. When

mind is a part of that one, universal, intelligent

consciousness and since thoughts are products of

consciousness, its power is limitless. The mind is

also one with that single Source and this power

within us makes anything possible, provided one

accesses the Source by connecting inward.

Therefore be a part of Consciousness that infuses
energy in you..

Circumstances do effect a man but a man with
positive thoughts change the circumstances iny
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)/f';four. Everything that we perceive in the
physical world has its origin in the invisible,
inner world of our thoughts and beliefs. Every
effect we see, hear and speak in our outside or
physical world has a specific cause that has its
origin in the inner or mental world. This is the
essence of thought power.

Recently I read the story of Subhasini Mistry

who was utterly grief-stricken after her husband
died without proper medication, but she resolved
to build a hospital for the needy so that others
would not have to suffer the same fate as her
husband. What followed was a life of abject
poverty and extreme physical labour as the
mother of four soldiered on with the single-
minded pursuit of setting up the hospital. She
toiled for years as a manual labourer, a
housemaid and a vegetable-seller and raised one
of'her sons to be a qualified doctor.. At 70, she can
look back with satisfaction at a two-storeyed,
whitewashed building, the realisation of her
dream to build a hospital for the poor - all because
she couldn't afford proper medical treatment for
her husband and became a widow at 23.

Her younger son Ajoy is a doctor at the hospital
which has 12 doctors and over 25 beds and runs
on donations.

Mistry told "When my husband passed away, I
was in shock initially. Then I realised I had four

hungry mouths to feed. My oldest child, a son,
was four-and-a-half-years old at the time. My
youngest, a daughter, was one-and-a-half.

"I had no education and couldn't even tell the
time. So I decided I would do whatever work that
was available. I started out as an aayah (domestic
help) in the nearby houses."

During that period, she made a silent promise to
herself: she would set up a hospital for the needy
that would provide treatment free of cost.

Gradually she realised that house work alone
would not suffice; so she took to brick-laying and
other physically demanding chores to
supplement her meager income. Her two sons
would lend a hand at work. Early on, she had
made up her mind that come what may, she would
educate one of her sons to be a doctor.

Put another way, the conditions and
circumstances of our lives are as a result of our
collective thoughts and beliefs. Every aspect of
our life, from the state of finances to the state of
health, success, happiness and relationships,
simply mirrors our thoughts and beliefs.
Happiness is the most intrinsic human nature, and
hope is a primary, learnt condition, which can
lead to happiness. Optimism is a primary,
cognitive condition that spawns hope. In turn,
happiness seems to reinforce optimism, leading
to a cycle of happy, hopeful and optimistic life.
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Editorial
Country is heading for a hung parliament in 2019

First the Gujarat assembly polls and now the
outcome of three by- elections in Rajasthan, -two
Lok Sabha and one Vidhan Sabha, have given
enough indication about the falling graph of BJP
popularity both in the centre and in the BJP ruled
states. Generally, the ruling party does not lose by-
elections but if BJP has, and that also with huge
margins, especially after its losses in Ratlam and
Gurdaspur Parliamentary seats and not so
impressive performance in Gujarat assembly
elections then one thing is clear that voters are not
happy the way things have been going on under
Mr. Modi and they
feel let down after
having been served
with tall promises.
And there is no
exaggeration if one
concludes that anger
against the ruling
establishment is
widespread. All
sections except the
Government
employees on regular
rolls feel hurt and hit.
Reasons are many
ranging from
demonetization, burgeoning unemployment, farm
distress, hard Hindutva to half cooked GST. What
adds to BJP's woes is the fact that none of its
leaders has been able to gauge or take cognizance
of this widespread anger against the present
establishment. They are dismissing this loss as one
off incident of no consequence. Today BJP cadre
feels so confident of Modi's charisma that such
setbacks do not ruffle them. They are living with
selfrighteous approach.

But what is still bigger outcome of these verdicts is
that it has given the most likely picture of post
2019 parliamentary elections for 17" Lok Sabha,

though it can always change in next 14 months

Don's be surprised if in 2019 Didi is your PM

since the political situation in India changes very
fast, like the weather in UK's summer. One or two
developments can change the tide as it happened in
Gujarat. Mani Shankar Iyer's inappropriate and
untimely remarks took away the advantage built up
by the Congress. Again much will depend how
opposition parties carry out their campaign to
expose failures of Mr Modi's regime. After all in
India, it is the quality and magnitude of campaign
which makes or breaks, whether it was against
Rajiv Gandhi in 1989 when Bofors was made the
issue or against scam ridden Mr Manmohan
Singh's Govt in 2014
or even against Indira
Gandhi in 1977 by
Raj Narain and
others. It is also
established that to
make the campaign
effective parties don't
mind making it
slanderous without
caring for the
truthfulness or
consequences of
allegations. Since it
takes years for the
courts to decide
whether these were right or baseless. The decision
of the Delhi High Court in the Bofors case has
established how Rajiv Gandhi was a victim of
smear campaign. But, as the history of Post Indira
Gandhi period tells, the Congress party has yet to
learn this art and for them the best role model can
be Mr Narender Modi-- latest example----remove
this 10% commission Government, used by Modi
in poll bound Karnataka. I doubt whether Mr. Modi
can prove this allegation.

Coming to the most likely post 2019 Lok Sabha
Election scenario, we will be back to the situation
that prevailed between1989 to 2014 when country

was ruled by coalition governments, with regional
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outfits calling the shots. Reason , BJP looks like
losing 30 to 50% seats in the Hindi belt comprising
of  Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Chatisgarh, Haryana, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Maharashtra and UP from where it has nearly 240
of the 282 seats it had won in 2014 elections. Then
we have West Bengal Tamil Nadu, Andhra,
Telengana, Kerala, and North Eastern states
where BJP was never a force and even in last five
years it has failed to make any significant inroads
sufficient to give it even a dozen seats.. Party can
boast of replacing Congress in West Bengal but
then the gap between TMC and BJP is too big to
transform in to seats. Which means BJP will be
left with 160 to 180 seats in the Hindi belt that also
if it loses only 30% of the existing seats and it can't
expect more than 35 seats from other states like
Karnataka, Orissa and Assam, where it has some
presence, taking its total tally to something
between 180 to 210. The gainer is going to be the
Congress party which was mauled badly in 2014
elections. Its tally may jump significantly from 46
to 120 to-140, not because it has been able to
generate new hope in the Indian masses but
because a big chunk of BJP's traditional vote bank,
especially middle class and farmers will vote
against the party with a feeling of vengeance to the
advantage of Congress party. In such a behavior,
teaching a lesson is the sole objective' Evaluation
ofalternative is put on the back burner. In nut shell,
BJP will be punished for its hubris and wrong
policies.

What adds to BJP's problems is that all BJP ruled
states are facing the heat of non performance and
three big states will go to polls in November. If the
party is not able to regain power in these states then
the task will become even more difficult for it.

Next big question is how the allies or regional
parties will behave and embrace coalition. BJP
after its last four years attitude of indifference and
arrogance can't expect the allies to come around
easily, as has been the case in 1998 and 1999 when
main enemy was Congress and not BJP. Again its
line of hard Hindutva in last four years will make
many fence sitters wary of'it. Only easy prey looks

to be Tamil Nadu but then they move with the tide.
In the first likely scenario, if BJP is able to
convince the allies under some common agreed
programme, Mr Modi will be the PM as he enjoys
position of preeminence in the party, but with
diminished authority, his effectiveness will get
blunted, as coalition partners will like to have their
say in policy making, and in that situation he may
not like to carry on for long and may opt for
midterm polls at the earliest opportunity.

The second possible scenario is, a leader from a
regional party like Mamta Banerjee is Made Prime
Minister with outside support from Congress. She
looks to have best claim amongst leaders of
regional parties. Though, earlier experience with
Deve Gowda as PM in 1995-96 was not very good
but then no two situations are similar. Regional
parties of 2019 may demonstrate better sense of
responsibility when compared with 1996 when
this concept was in infancy. Third option is to bring
Congress in the centre with Mr Rahul Gandhi as
Prime Minister and other non-BJP parties
supporting it. Congress has quite a few good
leaders, especially the younger ones, who till now
have not been given enough opportunity, provided
rotten apples or without any mass base, are shunted
out. This should work and will be better than the
second option. We all know coalition headed by
the Congress under Dr Manmohan Singh did
reasonably well from 2004-09.

But what is certain that we will witness a hung
parliament Looking at the last 25 years experience
I'll shrug from saying that government with single
party rule what BJP has after 2014 elections is
always better than the coalition government. Most
important reforms in India's post independence
period were seen during the coalition government
headed by P.V. Narasimha Roa and two periods of
maximum development in terms of GDP were
also under coalition governments, , from 1999 to
2004 and then 2004 to 2009. All depends how the
leader carries his team. So let us remain open to the
concept of coalition rather than falling to Modi's
bait of stability at the centre.

seskoskoskook




VEDIC THOUGHTS FEBRUARY 2018, CHANDIGARH

TR A & @ B SO ST

GRT R ST 40 99 W IW B AT fbell T A RPR ®

A% H© THY 9IS & T S & & a1 @
9, fohd= 131 # @M 9 98 TR Y& © AR
T G W, {9 I e @e @ SR
o T T ¥ 98 IR U AadT € 1 99D
YRR BT Wil A 8 G & | I8 1 A AL
o IR QR eRR e el 9 ¥ QMTaead € |
@l BT 3 g & 1o Afd ¥ T e Yo
7 | gafery,

VT U e T 31U SRR & ford 3reedl &1
3R S g | gRT ST 81| I 319
Tl 9 XM BT @H H WReY & forerel 9 S
81 T8 T B Y | &R A & e’ B FIRY
@1 Rercll JTelT 7 | SR Gl bl el @ fob
I8 W Y W GH 931 ol 6 T @l T
3R fOR Tere MR gedr 41 @1 foran, 9 & § Uh
TUTl 91 GRebel A Wl & | IR IHH! Reed
ST 37297 © b 6 FU UaT \ebeil © T 1%y

oskoskockosk

YR W A A S R | [ W g @l
TRIET FH 8 IR aeada 4 e @ 4
A | AfeF @ HR T & ford TaTg W |
el 37287 © TH Wl 3R il g T2 98 7 8
Gl |

B @M G forl AT @3N, Wi & ford @i
Fe &1 312 g ¢ fob 1 @R 1 @ o iR
ST &1 R ST @1 31mueet RiRed of |ad
| e & W@e # $Hax U 4 g1 dac 1
SIed %8 | §B M {8 ¥ STel 9 Ugel I8 |
A1 34 B A1GLID © | R (&7 GRS TR
BT 8 a1 1 @ |

IS HEd & A9 BT Siiae a1 9 A A
Y Tef< el Ueb I & | ST bl AIot 37TeH
T, # H o TR 81 31 3R IR &I S
TR B U B, S (ol 3R gfsd g
39 I9 B Hedl & foR) TS & |




VEDIC THOUGHTS FEBRUARY 2018, CHANDIGARH

ke

( English book of short stories)
QUIEH d S ol Aol G o o foredl 7 =
3G FAER w3l H B4l 70 HEIRT S FIT Th
JEIH & WU H YA G 8 e 9 & Our
musings | 39! ST 150 T |
Sl S oF @ 39 & 98 A1 100 Wdl 9 @) Al
TR & o d& vaise( Bank Account) # U
TTel B FIGT TG & | AT BT Gt gHRT 21 |
Account Nos @8I & T afee oed u¥ar & forl
gl
A ¥ Ugd 7 91l &1 U wId "
g&id Aol 7w 4 2| Book is in English
eIl gifife T8 W ofied & faf=T seqga
¥ I © | Stories are on various aspects of
human life.

Tl 45, IRdg, 43
0172—2662870, 9217970381

VEANERIL P IRE
Ad 9 WA fdsar

gqa, SR,
deMI, oG, BT,
DM S 9 3
adfed 9 M gargal

Wholesaler & Retailer of :
HAMDARD, DABUR, BAIDHYANATH,
GURUKUL KANGRI, KAMDHENU JAL

& All kinds of Ayurvedic & Unani Medicines
Booth No. 65, Sec. 20-D, Chandigarh
Tel.: 0172-2708497

M/S AMMONIA SUPPLY COMPANY

(An ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
Joins “ VEDIC THOUGHTS?” in its noble Pursuit of spreading '‘Moral Values

LW G gaA fesfd 3iid a8 TR dl 31fd FeH wU H 84 FHl SdTeIsl & 3fax

forerT 2 | 3% TUe 3T o 39 %R QIR S9a I f <@ 9 & forg & &gl
qIER M DI AT ol & | o A BRI Sl Il & 1 SANT 3k TR

@1 AT BT I & BT 18R DI Aol Gd & IR S SRR IR IqD BTl Hl G

o forq a1 & STcrele] Wi 3F7ax Bl AT T B! Uil | T 89 O IR fd H iR
W1 SWR ST U A1 W 81 3 fIRISTAI & | 99 SfTawdehal & ol AU+ 8l IR glich
D1 ST AT YR™ BRA D |

SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Punjab

Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com




VEDIC THOUGHTS FEBRUARY 2018, CHANDIGARH

Swami Shraddhanand

Forgotten Liberator

Poulasta Chakraborthy
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No wonder Dr. Ambedkar called the Swami 'the
greatest and the most sincere champion of the
Untouchables’ and When Gurukul at Kangri
institution was visited by former British Prime
Minister Ramsay Macdonald, he likened Munshi
Ram to 'The Biblical Prophet walking the shores of
Galilee!

ASY W ITHN Fel JeAlb  giaeradR A diem
qHadl & )i H| The English translation of the
soubriquet 'Mahatma’, means 'Great Soul'. In
Indian history, this honorific is bestowed upon
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as 'Mahatma’
Gandhi. Most historical texts characterize him as
an angelic, saintly statesman who could do no
wrong. Along with Jawaharlal Nehru, Gandhi is
presented as the epitome of Indian nationhood.
But this trend has prevailed because the history
of the 'Indian Freedom Struggle' is principally
narrated by the hagiographers of the
aforementioned leaders. Any other leader,
statesman and
freedom fighter
was treated as
. an afterthought

in history texts.

One such
'afterthought'—i
ndeed, his name
has all but been
erased in Indian
history
textbooks—was
a gallant leader,
also hailed as a 'Mahatma.' He was 'Mahatma
Munshiram' more famously known as Swami
Shraddhanand. For long, the Swami has been
portrayed by historians as just a'Hindu' revivalist.
But if one goes through the story of his life one
will find him to be a living portrait of bravery and
sacrifice.

Early Life
Born on February 22,1856 at village Talwan in the
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ddhanand was originally given the name of

'‘Brihaspati’, but it was later changed to
Munshiram. His father, Shri Nanak Chand, was in
the service of the East India Company.

Young Munshiram’'s school education began at
Varanasi and ended in Lahore after passing the
examination to practice law. His early education
was interrupted because of his father's frequent
transfer to Mirzapur and Bareilly. This frequent
movement prompted Munshiram to lead a
wayward life getting involved in certain activities
which are frowned upon by society at large. After
coming across several instances of injustice as
well as signs of depravity in the then Hindu
society, an angry Munshiram denounced
Hinduism. This denouncement coupled with an
unruly lifestyle alienated him from friends and
family (he was married by then). But on realizing
the harmful affect his disorderly life had on his
wife and children, Munshiram decided to mend
his ways.

And it was at that favorable moment that
Munshiram met the radical social reformer and
founder of the Arya Samaj , Swami Dayanand
Saraswati. After having an extensive discussion
with the Swami on socio-religious matters
Munshiram became a man with a mission to
reform Hindu society. He became a successful
lawyer practicing in Lahore and Jalandhar while
simultaneously carrying out social activities for
the Arya Samaj.

The Arya Samaj years

As a follower of the Arya Samaj, Munshiram led a
crucial campaign for women's education. In
1889, he penned an important series of articles
regarding women's education in the Arya Samaj-
run newspaper Saddharmpracharak. The series
was entitled 'Half Justice' in which he pleaded for
the education of women citing examples of Vedic

\Qshikas like Gargi and Matraliyi. As a matter of
(x)

fact, when he saw his own daughter comin
under the influence of Christianity while studying
in a Missionary-run school, he made up his mind
to provide an education rooted in Indian ideals to
the children of his compatriots in schools run by
the Arya Samaj. His efforts led to the setting up of
the first Kanya Mahavidyalay in Jalandhar.

Earlier in 1884, his fellow Arya Samajis with
financial backing from their well-wishers
inaugurated the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School at
Lahore. All Arya Samajis worked for the new
project whole heartedly. But after some time,
Munshiram started to feel that the Anglo element
in the DAV School was overtaking the Vedic
element, and accordingly declared the need for
establishing the Gurukul system of education.
This declaration followed a split in the Arya
Samajinto the'DAV' and 'Gurukul' factions.

After a brief financial struggle, the first Gurukul
was established on 16 May 1900 at Gujaranwala,
now in Pakistan. It was eventually moved to
Kangri near Haridwar on 4 March, 1902. The core
idea of the Gurukul was to produce disciplined
citizens instilled with a national outlook. When
this institution was visited by former British
Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald, he likened
Munshi Ram to 'The Biblical Prophet walking the
shores of Galilee.’

True to its reformist spirit, the Kangri Gurukul
admitted students from all walks of life setting
aside their caste and creed. Children were made
to sit together in desegregated classrooms to
eliminate any form of caste distinction.
Munshiram personally would attend to the
requirements of his students like a caring father.

During the colonial era, enlightened Hindu
scholars pointed out the three main issues which
had caused decay in the Hindu society—child
marriage, forced widowhood and caste-based
prejudice. As a response, Swami Dayanand
Sarawsati instructed his Arya Samaj followers t
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ensure the elimination of these decayed
traditions to usher in a reformed Hindu
community.

As a true Arya Samaji, Munshiram repeatedly
defended the rights of the lower-castes and went
on to establish 'Dalit Uddhar Sabha' which
worked ceaselessly for the wellbeing of the much
ignored untouchables. Being perturbed by the
exploitation of the Hindu widows, he led the Arya
Samaj to organize the remarriage of widows.
These activities made Munshiram a widely
respected figure among the general masses. It
was due to his selfless commitment towards
society's well-being which made the masses
honour hima'Mahatma.’

Rebellious Sannyasi

Intheyear 1917, Munshi Ram became a’'Sanyas’,
assuming the name 'Shradhanand' and making
Delhi his permanent home. But that did not keep
him away from the problems plaguing the nation.
In the year 1919, he joined Congress's Non-
cooperation movement under the leadership of
Gandhiji. When Gandhiji was arrested, Swami
Shraddhanand led a protest march in the city of
Delhi. As soldiers stationed on the streets
threatened to open fire on the protesters, the
courageous Swami advanced forward and dared
themto shoot. The soldiers had to back down.

That same year, there was tension in the whole of
Punjab following the massacre of innocent
civilians in Jallianwala Bagh of Amritsar at the
orders of General Dyer. Because of this, the
Congress committee decided to shift its annual
session from Amritsar where it was earlier
planned. Swami Shraddhanand attended the
Congress Working Committee meeting in
Allahabad and strongly argued that the venue of
session should remain in Amritsar as a sign of
respect to the martyrs. The committee accepted

his argumentas well as made him the chairman o
the session.

The Swami's towering image moved the masses
belonging to all castes and religions. Even the
Muslims considered him their own. On 4 April
1919, a huge congregation of Muslims had
gathered to mourn the death of those patriots
who were protesting against oppressive policies
of the British government. To address the crowd,
the Muslim leaders invited Swami
Shraddhanand. Reciting the famous Vedic
Mantra “OM VISHWANI DEV” from the pulpit of
the mosque, the Swami encouraged the
congregation to carry out their nationalist
activities. It was a perfect scene of amity
between Hindus and Muslims.

Clash of the Mahatmas

With the passage of time and changing political
scenarios, a conflict broke out between Mahatma
Gandhi and Swami Shraddhanand (formerly
Mahatma Munshiram).

The first point of disputation between the two
was regarding the issue of helping the
untouchables. In his address as chairman of the
Amritsar Congress sessionin 1919 he stated:

“Is it not true that so many among you who make
the loudest noises about the acquisition of
political rights, are not able to overcome their
feeling of revulsion for those sixty millions of
India who are suffering injustice, your brothers
whom you regard as untouchable ? How many are
there who take these wretched brothers of theirs
to their heart?...give deep thought...and consider
how your sixty million brothers-broken fragments
of your own hearts which you have cut off and
thrown away- how these millions of children of
mother India can well become the anchor of the
ship of a foreign government. | make this one
appeal to all of you, brothers and sisters. Purify
your hearts with the water of the love ofﬁe/

[l
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motherland in this national temple, and promise
that these millions will not remain for you
untouchables, but become brothers and sisters.
Their sons and daughters will study in our
schools, their men and women will participate in
our societies, in our fight for independence they
will stand shoulder-to-shoulder with us, and all of
us will join hands to realize the fulfillment of our
national goal”

In the Calcutta Congress session in 1920, Swami
Shraddhanand proposed a three-point program
with special section on the untouchables, but the
party then firmly under Gandhi's leadership
declared the program to be ill-timed.By 1921, the
Swami was frustrated with Gandhi's negligence
regarding the welfare of the untouchables. He
wrote:

The Delhi and Agra Chamars simply demand that
they be allowed to draw water from wells used by
the Hindus and Mohammedans and that water be
not served to them (from Hindu water booths)
through bamboos or leaves. Even that appears
impossible for the Congress Committee to
accomplish.... At Nagpur you laid down that one
of the conditions for obtaining Swarajya within
12 months was to give their rights to the
depressed classes and without waiting for the
accomplishment of their uplift, you have decreed
that if there is a complete boycott of foreign cloth
up till the 30th September, Swarajya will be an
accomplished fact on the 1st of October...I want
to engage my limited energy in the uplift of the
depressed classes. | do not understand whether
the Swarajya obtained without the so-called
Untouchable brethren of ours joining us will
prove beneficial for the Indian nation.

The Hindu Mahasabha Years

The following year, Swami Shraddhanand
resigned from the Sub-Committee of Congress

due to disagreements with Gandhi on helping the
untouchables. The disagreement arose due to
the Congress' refusal to meet the fiscal demands
of Shraddhanand which was required for the
welfare programs. Following his resignation from
the Congress, Swamiji decided to join the Hindu
Mahasabha. This issue has been covered in the
Babasaheb Ambedkar's 'What Congress and
Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables?' As
Ambedkar writes:

“Was it because the Congress intended that the
scheme should be a modest one not costing
more than two to five lakhs of rupees but felt that
from that point of view they had made a mistake
in including Swami Shradhanand in the
Committee and rather than allow the Swami to
confront them with a huge scheme which the
Congress could neither accept nor reject? The
Congress thought it better in the first instance to
refuse to make him the convener and
subsequently to dissolve the Committee and
hand over the work to the Hindu Mahasabha.
Circumstances are not quite against such a
conclusion. The Swami was the greatest and the
most sincere champion of the Untouchables.
There is not the slightest doubt that if he had
worked on the Committee he would have
produced a very big scheme.”

Gandhiji's incapability to speak in favor of caste
eradication was again seen clearly during the
1925 Vaikom Satyagraha. The Satyagraha was
centered at the Shiva temple at Vaikom, near
Kottayam, Kerala where untouchables were
denied entry.When local Congressmen and
learned Hindu youngsters opposed these social
constraints and asked for Gandhiji's blessing, he
hesitated. On the contrary, Swami Shraddhanand
decided swiftly to bless the campaign and
himself visited Vaikom to show his support. No
wonder Dr. Ambedkar called the Swami 'the

greatest and the most sincere champion ofth}
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ntouchables'.

The second issue of clash between Swamiji and
Gandhiji was the issue of Hindu-Muslim unity.
The Swami was a staunch supporter of Hindu-
Muslim unity but that he did not welcome the
Islamic fanaticism that was on the rise during the
1920's. He noticedthe difference in attitudes of
Muslim leaders during 1920-1922 on the Khilafat
movement and assumed correctly that this
movement will change the focus from gaining
independence for India to Pan-Islamism.

n 1921 when Gandhi decided to boycott English
products and called for a bonfire of foreign
clothes, the Khilafat Muslim activists instead got
permission from Gandhi to send the same foreign
clothes to Turkey for use of their fellow Turkish
Muslims. Swamiji felt uneasy during some of the
Khilafat conferences where the Maulanas recited
verses of the Quran containing frequent
references to jihad and killing of kafirs. But
Gandhi opined that “they are alluding to the
British bureaucracy.” Yet, Swamji warned that
“when the revulsion of feeling came,” the
Maulanas would not refrain from using those
same verses against the Hindus. And he was
right.

Following the failure of the Khilafat movement,
horrendous atrocities were committed by the
Moplah Muslims in Malabar, Kerala, against the
Hindus. The Moplah Muslims saw Hindus as their
enemies and unleashed terror upon them. Yet the
resolution passed by the Working Committee of
the Congress on 16 January 1922 on the Moplah
atrocities shows how careful the Congress was
tonot hurt the feelings of the Muslims.

“The Working Committee places on record its sense
of deep regret over the deeds of violence done by
Moplahs in certain areas of Malabar, these deeds
being evidence of the fact that there are still people

in India who have not understood the message o
the Congress and the Central Khilafat Committee,
and calls upon every Congress and Khilafat worker
to spread the said message of non-violence even
under the gravest provocation throughout the
length and breadth of India.....Whilst, however,
condemning violence on the part of the Moplahs, the
working Committee desires it to be known that the
evidence in its possession shows that provocation
beyond endurance was given to the Moplahs and
that the reports published by and on behalf of the
Government have given a one-sided and highly
exaggerated account of the wrongs done by the
Moplahs and an understatement of the needless
destruction of life resorted to by the Government in
the name of peace and order..The Working
Committee regrets to find that there have been
instances of so-called forcible conversion by some
fanatics among Moplahs, but warms the public
against believing in the Government and inspired
versions..."

So desperate was the Congress Party to uphold
the legacy of the Khilafat that they went ahead
subtly defending the barbaric Moplah atrocities.
There was another issue which greatly
concerned Swamiji. In his own writing:

“As regards the removal of untouchability it has
been authoritatively ruled several times that it is the
duty of Hindus to expiate for their past sins and non-
Hindus should have nothing to do with it. But the
Mahomedan and the Christian Congressmen have
openly revolted against the dictum of Mr.Gandhi at
Vaikorn and other places. Even such an unbiased
leader as Mr. Yakub Hassan, presiding over a
meeting called to present an address to me at
Madras, openly enjoined upon Musalmans theduty
of converting all the untouchables in India to Islam. “

To stop the Islamicization of the country coupled
with the shock he received following the Moplah
atrocities, Swamijiestablished the Bharatiya
Hindu Shuddhi Sabha along with Pandit Mada
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ohan Malavia in 1923 with the following
declaration:

The great Arya nation is said at the present moment
to be a dying race, not only because its numbers are
dwindling but because it is completely
disorganized. Individually man to man second to no
nation on the earth in intellect and physique,
possessing a code of morality unapproachable by
any other race of humanity, it is still helpless on
account of its divisions and selfishness. Lakhs upon
lakhs of the best in the race have been obliged to
profess Mohammedanism and thousands have
been enticed away to accept Christianity without
the least effort on the neo-Muslim Brahmans,
Vaishyas, Rajputs and Jats have for more than two
centuries and more been casting yearning glances
and kept their Hindu faith and prejudices intact in
the hope of being taken back in the bosom of their
brotherhood. A mere chance opened Hindu eyes,
The Rajputs Mahasabha announced with a flourish
of trumpets that four and a half lakhs Muslim
Rajputs were ready for becoming Hindus. After
having made this misleading announcement the
Rajputs Sabha went to sleep. | call the
announcement misleading because an
overwhelming majority of them had never become
Muslims in faith and practice. The Hindus went to
sleep, but the Muslims being a living force were
roused to action and scores of their preachers are at
work for whose maintenance and propaganda work
money is flowing like water. This after all roused the
Hindu community also and there is now a cry from
all sides for absorbing out strayed brethren in the
bosom of the Vedic church, a new Sabha has been
organized under the name of the Bhartiya Hindu
Suddhi Sabha with the object of reclaiming those
who are willing to come back to its fold.

This process was opposed by many Muslim and
Christian groups (which is hypocritical as both
these faiths promote conversions). The massive

doskoskoskosk

success of the Shuddhi movement was
witnessed on the occasion of the reconversion of
the Malkana Rajputs back to Hinduism.
Centuries ago, the Malkana Rajputs in the
Mathura-Agra area were forced to convert to
Islam by the Moghuls but still retained the
cultural traits of the Hindu Rajput clans. They
asked Swami Shraddhanand if it was possible for
them to return to the religious fold of their
forefathers. The Swamiji readily acceded to this
request and welcomed them back to the Vedic
fold, infuriating many Muslim leaders. Most
historians in their works blame Arya Samaj and
Shuddhi as a cause of communal tensions in
early part of 20th century. But as the Moplah
violence showed, this is both a false claim and a
distorted way of viewing the event.

Death

As a response to the Shuddhi Movement, many
Muslim leaders made a series of provocative
speeches against the Arya Samaj and the Swami.
Some of those speeches amounted to death
threats but the brave Swami did not yield and
continued his Shuddhi activities. Then on 23
December 1926 when he was lying sick in his bed,
a fanatic named Abdul Rashid came to his
residence stating his wish to discuss Islam with
Swamiji. He had hidden a gun inside his shawl
and on confronting Swami Shraddhanand, fired
three shots at him, killing him.

As mentioned in the beginning of this article,
Swami Shraddhanand has been portrayed by
contemporary historians as just a 'Hindu'’
revivalist. His role in promoting women's
education, eradication of untouchability , social
welfare and patriotism have all been swept under
therug. Heisrevered only by the Arya Samajis. To
the millions of Indians for whose welfare he
vigorously labored throughout his life, and
ultimately died for them, he is not even amem
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