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COMMON HUMAN FUTURE 
A Freedom System 

Freedom, the protection of 
individual human rights 
premised on the autonomy and 
dignity of the individual person, 
it a multi dimensional concept 
that lies at the very heart of 
democracy. We have seen the 
many ways in which the several 
branches of the Earth Federation 
government work together to 
ensure peace, prosperity and 
justice. The same is true of 
freedom. The Earth Federation 
system as a whole ensures and 
undergirds freedom through 
dozens of features working 
together. It understands that 
freedom requires health, 
education and sufficiency of 
resources. Extreme poverty is 
itself a denial of freedom. 
Political freedom must 
necessarily be complimented by 
economic and social freedom. 

Article 12 of the Earth 
Constitution specifies 18 items 
articularing a series of political 
rights and freedoms. It even 
includes seven items that begin 
with the word "freedom" -
freedom of thought and . 

conscience, speech, press, 
writing, etc.; freedom of 
assembly, association, etc.; 
freedom to vote and camaign; 
freedom of religion or no 
religion; freedom for political 
beliefs or no political beliefs; 
and freedom for investigation, 
research and reporting. Article 
13 also includes five items that 

lArya Jeevan 

begin with the words "free" or empowering individuals from 
"freedom"-freedom of choice in the ground up. 
work or profession; free public 	Aware that the greatest 
education 	and 	equal danger to freedom historically 
opportunities; free public health has been government itself, 
services and medical care; especially the Executive Branch 
freedom of self-determination of government in control of 
for dissenters or minorities; police and military, the framers 
freedom for change of residence of the Constitution separated the 
anywhere on Earth. The Earth poice from the Executive 
Constitution addresses these branch, as we have sen and 
multiple dimensions of human abolished the military altogether 
freedom (see Martin 2010b). 	(beginning with the second 

Article 12 calls all the rights operative stage of the Earth 
that it specifies "inalienable" and Federation). The Executive 
states that "it shall be mandatory Branch of the Federation that 
for the World Parliament, the administers the day to day 
World executive and all organs operations of many government 
and agencies of the World agencies is run by a presidium 
Government 	to 	honor, of five persons,ont.  from each 
implement and enforce these continental division of the 
rights. All persons whose rights planet. The Executive has no 
have been violated "have full power to declare a state of 
recourse through the World emergency and suspend the 
Ombudsmus, the Enforcement Constitution, and it hs no power 
System and the World Courts". to refuse to spend the budget 
Ultimately, however, freedom is allocated to it by the World 
most fundamentally assued Parliament (Article 6.6). 
through the establishment of a 	The World Police and 
global community under the Attorneys General, we have 
Earth Constitution dedicated to seen, are a separate agency 
human development and the resonsible directly to Parliament 
actualization of 	human (representing the people of 
potential. No longer will people Earth). The police possess ony 
be enslaved to multinational weapons necessary to apprehend 
corporation, banking cartels, or individuals and like all 
national 	security 	state government officials, can be 
domination. These impediments removed fro ause. The World 
will be brought into line by the Ombudsmus, is an independent 
global founded community of agency of government 
rights and responsibilities responsible to the World 
deriving from legislation Parliament that can investigate 
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and indict the police for 
violations of human rights. The 
Constitution provides a 
comprehensive system of checks 
and balances directed toward 
protecting freedom and 
democracy. 

Article 13 of the Earth 
Constitution presents and 
additional 19 items articulating 
a series of human rights that are 
often referred to as "second 
generaton rights" and "third 
generation rights". The rights 
elaborated in Article 12 
consitute the traditional political 
freedoms deriving from the 18th 
century democratic revolutions; 
freedom of speech, assembly, 
press, religion, etc. The 
conception of second generation 
rights developed through the 
early 20th century and were 
famously expressed, for 
example, in the U.N. Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights of 
1948. 

These include the rights to 
decent wages, healthcare, social 
security, education, etc. They are 
predicated on the understanding 
that a supportive social 
framework is a necessary 
foundation for personal freedom 
and dignity. These are 
elaborated in Article 13 of the 
Earth Constitution. However, 
the Constitution understands 
that even these are insufficient 
for true freedom. The positive 
fullness of freedom can only be 
realized on Earth when peple are 
also guaranteed the "third 
generation" rights to world 
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peace and protection of the 
global environment. The 
Constitution takes freedom to a 
higher level than any previous 
historical form. 

We have seen that founding 
principle of the Earth 
Constitution is unity in diversity, 
a principle that the Federation 
will promote throughout the 
government as well as in media, 
education and law. The second 
"broad function' of the Earth 
Federation specified in Article 1 
of the Constitution states that it 
must "protect universal human 
rights, including life, liberty, 
security, democracy and equal 
opportunities in life." The entire 
system of the Constitution is 
built around this and the other 
five braoad functions specified 
in Article 1, the first of which 
(Article 1.1) is world peace, the 
second of which (1.2) is freedom 
and the protection of human 
rights and the fifth of which is 
"to protect the environment and 
the ecological fabric of life." The 
Constitution is specifically 
designed to enhance human 
flourishing and freedom 
throughout its many dimensions. 

Major impediments to human 
freedom and flourishing 
endemic to the present world 
disorder are removed and 
prevented from recurring by the 
integrated functions of the Earth 
Federation 	under 	the 
Constitution. For example, there 
will be no more national security 
state, world militarism, 
authoritarian regimes, rogue 
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militarized terror groups, 
corporate violations of he 
dignity of employees, extremes 
of poverty and deprivation, lack 
of literacy and education, or lack 
of adequate health care. Scholars 
sometimes speak of the defense 
of first generration political 
rights as "negative freedom" -
the removal of impediments to 
individual self-determination. 

However, the Constitution 
will also enhance the "positive 
freedom" of actualization within 
an empowering community 
premised on unity in diversity. 
The supporting matrix of a 
community of rights and 
responsibilities premised as well 
on second and third generation 
rights provides the framework 
for the creative actualization of 
our individual and collective 
human potential. The protection 
of "life, security and equal 
opportunities" on Earth, 
institutionalized throught a 
global community of freedom 
(as specified in Article 1) will 
vastly empower the people of 
Earth. Freedom will no longer 
merely be a "freedom from" but 
will become the positive fullness 
of "freedom for." The Earth 
Constitution estabishes a 
dynamic and powerful freedom 
system. 
A Sustainability System 

Environmental destruction 
(like war, poverty, injustice, and 
denial of freedom) is a direct 
consequence of our present 
global political and economic 
system. If companies have to 
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consider the bottom line in a 
competitive situation where they 
must make a certain margin of 
profit or go out of business, then 
the incentive to externalize costs 
into the air, water and soil to the 
detriment of the planetary 
ecosystem 	and 	future 
generations is tremendous. 
Genuine sustainability can only 
be achieved when the common 
good and the welfare of future 
generations are factored into the 
economic 	equation. 
Sustainability means that the 
resources taken from the Earth 
are either replace fully (for 
example, lumber used in 
moderation can be replaced 
though replanting forests) or 
used sparingly until ways can be 
found to substitute artificial 
resources for essential natural 
resources (Daly 1996) 

The Earth Constitution 
,contains dozens of references to 
"the environment" and the 
"ecology" of our planet, 
indicating that a major premise 
of the Earth Federation will be 
environmental sustainability. 
The Constitution mundializes 
those natural resources that are 
vital to the well-being of 
humanity and that are limited in 
quantity or non-renewable 
(Article 4). Hence, they are 
taken out of the hands of giant 
orporate monopolies who today 
exploit them for the private 
profit of a few at the expense of 
most of humanity and future 
generations. The Provisional 
World Parliament has taken  

steps to enable this consitutional 
mandate, for example, by 
passing the Water Act at its Eight 
Session. 	Multinational 
corporations have bought up 
water rights in India and 
elsewhere and used their "right 
to private property" to blackmail 
ordinary citizens who need 
water (see Shiva 2002). 

In his book When 
Corporations Rule the World 
(1995), former Harvard 
Business School professor, 
David Korten, chronicles the 
devastation of our natural 
resources as well as the 
environment by multinational 
corporations based in the 
imperial centers of capital. 
Natural resources are essential 
for human well-being of all the 
Earth's citizens as well as future 
generations. The Provisional 
World Parliament created the 
World Oceans and Seabeds 
Authority to supervise the vast 
riches of the oceans for the 
welfare of humanity, oceans 
corporations without any 
democratic governmental 
superv'ision. 

With the vast power placed in 
human hands by engines, 
electricity, specialized machines 
and computer, the ecosystems 
of the Earth began to be 
destroyed at a rate far beyond the 
ability of nature to heal and 
repair damages caused by 
human interference. The 
technoogical revolutions of the 
18th and 19th centuries 
continued into the electronic and  

digital revolutions of the 20th 
and 21st centurries - placing 
such power in human hands that 
human activity in its present 
forms may well destroy the life-
support systems of the entire 
planet and collapse the fabric of 
life to the point where higher 
forms of life can no longer 
survive upon the Earth. The 
forests of the world, for 
example, provide the plantary 
ecosystem with much of the 
oxygen that supports all aerobic 
forms of life. They bind 
carbondioxide that is exhaled by 
most living creatures and 
produced by all forms of 
comustion. They moderate the 
climate and provide habitats for 
most of the vast bio-diversity of 
the Earth; they-draw fresh water 
from the ocean coasts into the 
interior of continents. Yet the 
forests of the Earth are 
disappearing at the rate of an 
area one half the size of 
California each year. 

In addition to forests, 
agricultural soils of the Earth are 
rapidly 	disppearing. 
Unsustainable agricultural 
practices are rapidly depleting 
topsoils of the planet to the point 
where vast areas have become 
unsuitable for agriculture and 
have been converted to grazing 
lands. Yet overgrazing 
worldwide is turning even these 
areas on every continent into 
desert wasteland, places that 
cannot be used to support most 
life. Runoff from the use of 
pesticides is poisoning water 
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dedicated to addressing these 
horrific consequences of the 
present world disorder. This 
premise of our global, 
democratically conceived, well-
being is behind the Parliament's 
passage of the World Hydrogen 
Energy Authority (VVLA#10) to 
spearhead research and 
conversion to renewable clean 
energy for the world, the 
Hydrocarbon Resource Act 
(WLA #16) to conserve, regulate 
on behalf of a clean environment 
and utilize democratically the 
world's remaining hydrocarbon 
resources and the Water Act 
(WLA #30) that recognizes 
clean water as a right of all 
persons and takes steps to 
protect the Earth's diminishing 
water resources, restore-  sources 
of fresh water to the Earth and 
democratically apportion these 
resources to all persons on Earth. 

Recognizing not only that the 
global environment is 
threatened but that it is already 
seriously damaged (as the 
Manifesto of the Earth 
Federation demonstrates at 
length), the Provisional World 
Parliament at its Second Session 
adopted WLA #6 creating the 
Emergency Earth Rescue 
Administration (EERA) . The 
task of the EERA is to spearhead 
the gigantic task of restoring the 
environment of the Earth once 
the first operative stage of world 
government under the 

Constitution has been activated. 
Millions of trees will need to be 
planted, major initiatives will be 
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supplies and ecosystems. 
Billions of tons of topsoil are 
lost each year to erosion because 
of these unsustainable 
agricultural practices. 

Regarding fresh water, the 
over-pumping of aquifers and 
overuse of water is dropping 
water tables worldwide, causing 
water crises and shortages in 
many areas of the world. The 
cities fresh air supplies. 
Hundreds of millions of gasoline 
and internal combustion engines 
and other sources of air pollution 
spew polutants into the air. et  the 
atmosphere of the Earth is 
necessary to support all higher 
forms of life and is at the heart 
of the ecosystem of our planet. 

These cities also produce 
immense amounts of polluted 
water, garbage and trash wastes 
that are filling and poisoning 
countrysides, rivers and oceans 
worldwide. At the same time, the 
human population countinues to 
grow at the rate of some 80 
million new fresh water, clean 
air and agricultural and forest 
resources to support them 
throughout their life-spans, and 
every one of whom produces 
waste materials that are returned 
to the environment (cf. Caldicott 
1992; Renner 1996, Daly 1996; 
Speth 2004). 

The principle of Gaia, the 
idea that the entire Earth (as it 
has evolved over its 4.6 billion 
year existence) forms and 
encompassing of people. This 
awareness grows as planetary 
phenomena signaling e 
.&\ 	x\ th  
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alteration of the entire global 
ecosystem become widely know. 
Phenomena such as global 
warming, melting of the polar 
ice caps, depletion of the ozone 
layer, collapsing of entire ocean 
fisheries, rapid extinction of 
species on a daily basis, inceased 
planeary diasters and 
superstorms and possible 
inversions of global ocean 
currents and weather patterns are 
well understood (Lovelock 
1991). 

Thoughtful human beings 
today have understood that 
human life is inseparable from 
the web of life on Earth. The 
have understood that we must 
alter our economic, social and 
political practices rapidly to 
bring human civilization into 
harmony with the planetary web 
of life that sustains us. They 
understand that all development 
must be sustainable, that it must 
support human life in the present 
in ways that do not diminish the 
life-prospects of future 
generations. Today, virtually all 
societies and all nations are 
living at the expense of future 
generations, both of humans and 
other species (Caldicott 1992; 
Daly 1996; Speth 2004). 
Actualizaion of our life-
prospects diminishes their life-
prospects. At the current rate of 
destruction, it is even possible 
that we will reduce their life= 
prospects to zero. 

The Earth Constitution and 

the work of the Provisional 
World Parliament have ben 



needed to restore diminished damage and to control general for the continuance of an 

agricultural lands and 
emergency efforts will be 
required to reclaim sources and 
conditions for fresh water for the 
peoples of Earth. 

The Parliament also passed 
WLA #9 creating, within the 
World Administration of the 
Constitution, a Global Ministry 
of the Environment to facilitate 
conversion to sustainability and 
staff the EERA. Such 
momentous tasks, absolutely 
necessary for a decent future for 
the Earth, can never be 
accomplished by the fragmented 
system of nation-states for the 
U.N. The U.N., which is a mere 
confederation of sovereign 
nation-states, has held three 
global conferences on the 
destruction of our planetary 
environment: in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, in 1992, Johannesburg, 
South Africa, in 2002 and 
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2009. 
There is common aggreement 
that these were all complete 
failures in dealing with our 
environmental crises. 

The Provisional World 
Parliament has created a 
network of practical, pragmatic 
and immediately necessary laws 
and agencies to deal with the 
immense problems of global 
environmental restoration and 
conversion of sustainability. As 
we have seen, the very first 
article of the Earth Constitution 
specifies that the fifth 
environment and the ecological 
fabric of life from all sources of  

technological innovations 
whose effects transcend national 
boundaries, for the purpose of 
keeping Earth a safe, healthy and 
happy home for humanity". Both 
the Constitution and the 
Parliament are dedicated to 
creating a world system adequae 
to this task. 

The Constitution explicitly 
required the government of the 
Earth Federation to protect the 
ecological fabric of life on Earth, 
only does the Constitution make 
this a primary mandate of the 
Earth Federation, but in its 
second bill of rights (Article 13) 
makes respect for the Gaia 
principle a right of the people of 
Earth themselves and a 
"directive principle for the world 
government" to actualize this 
right. Article 13, numbers 9, 10 
and 11 read as follows. People 
have a right to: "protectionof the 
natural environment which is 
common heritage of humanity 
against pollution, ecological 
disruption or damage which 
could imperil life or lower the 
quality 	of 	life" 	(9); 
"Conservation of those natural 
resources of Earth which are 
limited so that present and future 
generations may continue to 
enjoy life on planet Earth" (10); 
and "assurance for everyone of 
adequate housing, of adequate 
nd nutritious food supplies, of 
safe and adequate water 
supplies, of pure air with 
protection of oxygen supplies 
and the ozone layer and in 

environment which can sustain 
healthy living for all" . 

Clearly, here again, the 
Constitution 	explicitly 
recognizes the need for human 
economic, political and social 
insitutions to conform to ehg 
Gaia principle (which is the 
principle of sustainability) 
protecting the whole of the 
planetary environment for future 
generations. The key to a 
sustainable civilization is not 
only to promote education 
concerning the principles of 
natural ecology. This effort 
alone is insufficient and will 
ultimately fail unlesS the 
antiecological institutions of the 
modern world, described above, 
are also transformeli according 
to the scientific principles of 
natural ecology. 

For this to happen, the entire 
human community must be 
joined together through the 
dynamic of genuine unity in 
diversity that constitutes a 
complementary principle of 
social ecology in human life, 
uniting all people under 
nonmilitary democratic world 
government. Only thus can the 
Gaia principle become a guiding 
principle for all human political, 
ecnomic and social processes. 
These principles of social 
ecology are inseparable from the 
principles of natural ecology. It 
is necessary to do for humanity 
what the natural Gaia principle 
does for nature. The 
Constitution for the Federation 
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of Earth joins the two together 
to create a truly ecological and 
sustainable world order. 
Conclusion 

The Constitution and its 
elaboration through the work of 
the Provisional World 
Parliament provide the 
necessary conditions for a- 
peaceful, prosperous and 
sustainable world system. 
Throughout our model, howver, 
we have assumed the creative 
input of the human beings with 
integrity, vision and creative 
energy who must enliven the 
system outlined by the Consti- 

tution and the Parliiarnent. The 
Earth Federation needs 
Parliamentarians, 	Judges, 
Administrators, Police and 
Ombudsmen of who are capable 
of cooperatively working as part 
of an open ended, democratic 
learning community informed by 
the dynamics of systems thinking 
and the principles of holism. We 
need dedicated people who are 
willing to beging living from this 
moment forward according to the 
ethical and legal principles 
embodies in the Earth 
Constitution. 

Such persons will serve as the 
sufficient condition for 
actualizing the unity in diversity 
of this world system. Such 
persons in our present historical 
situation must also serve as the 
sufficient condition for the 
ratification and implementation 
of the Constitution. The necessary 
features of a holistic world system 
can be described in print. The 
sufficient conditions •  for its 
actualization depend on the love, 
aspirations, sonscience and 
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intelligence of actual human 
beings. Within the Earth 
Federation Movement today, 
citizens all around the world are 
actualizing this vision and hve 
begun living according to the 
Earth Constitution no longer 
according to the illegitimate and 
immoral system of warring nation 
states. 

The holism of the new, 
liberating paradigm discovered 
by 20th century science was 
embodies in the Earth 
Constitution by establishing 
social and economic systems 
designed to produce the holistic 
consequences of peace, 
prosperity, justice, freedom and 
sustainability. It is this insight that 
is essential to human liberation. 
War and poverty are not essential 
to the human condition but are 
consequences of the global 
systems under which we currently 
struggle. If we establish different 
systems, different consequences 
will follow. You as reader are 
engaging the most important 
document of the 20th century, 
which can form the bases for a 
new and liberating world system 
in the 21st century. 

Study of the Constitution for 
the Federation of Earth repays 
the student richly. For a model 
of a future world order emerges 
that not only transforms the 
fragmented and outdated 
paradigms of the present world 
disorder but shows itself to be 
entirely 	practical 	and 
imminently possible under the 
guidelines provided by Articles 
17 and 19. The coneptual model 
presented here and affimed by 
the Provisional World 
Parliament at its 12th session in 
Kolkata, India, in 2010 presents 
only the highlights of the 
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integrated planetaty system 
initiated by the Earth 
Constitution and the Provisional 
World Parliament. I hope that 
the parameters of this model that 
I have sketched in this document 
may inspire people to evermore 
intensive study of the Earth 
Consitution and modeling of the 
transofrmed world system that it 
engenders. 

As people begin to 
understand the vision, there is 
tremendous urgency that they 
also act on that vision with 
creativity, integrity and energy. 
The Constitution must be 
ratified in a founding ratification 
convention according to the 
Protocols already developed by 
the Provisional World 
Parliament. It converts the 
present failed world system to 
peace, prosperity, justice, 
freedom and sustaiwbility. It 
replaces the U.N. Charter, with 
real democratic government 
keeping the valuable agencies of 
the U.N. as ministries of the 
Earth Federation. You are about 
to read the most important 
document produced by the 20th 
century- the document that will 
provide the foundation stone for 
the paradigm shift of the 21st 
century. Nothing less than the 
fate of humanity and our 
precious planet Earth are at 
stake. We invite your 
participation. We invite you to 
a life of "civil obedience". 
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A perverse ploy 
I am a man of faith. The cynical 

political calculation of Ram janmabhoomi 
movement is intolerable to me 

SWAMI AGNIVESH 

I SHALL DI E am iserable wretch ill clari*t ut-
ter the truth I kit envy.. I fallow fvlah ars hi 
Eraya nand. Eie saw pa ratimatrna (arGod)as 
the light of truth. Arid truth cannot be 
stretched to suitconveriierice nor shrunk 
to fit cawardice. 

The Rarri jarrimabhocimi movement is a 
political ployy, conceived in cynical electoral 
calculaticins, in which the faith of the 
masses is deployed only as firepawer arid 
fraudulently projectedas religious fervour. 
I am surprised that arrynne. can determine 
the exact place of Lord RAM's birth, born 
thousands of years ago. The question of 
someone usurping Ram Latta's real estate 
carries a/11y if the exact spat of his birth is 
determined. There are 16 rival claimants to 
this distinction in Ayocltiy,a itself 

I have participated in various efforts to 
settle this dispute from the time of Rajiv 
Gandhi. Rajiv mustbeara large shareof the 
blame far reviving this imbroglio. If ever 
there was a ma mime rit to the appease-
ment politics of the C•angress, it is this is-
sue. The party played both sides of the 
game. And who does not know that P V 
tlarasirrtha Raii.as prime minister in 1992, 
cane ivied in the decrial itia n of the rriasjicl. 
if only to get a thorn out of his path? 

I participated in Prime heti 'lister V P 
Singh's effcirt to settle the dispute. L. I< 
Advani was offered a vast stretch of land. 
adjoining the site of the mosque — nearly 
60 acres, in lieu of 2.? acres. It was his 
shrewd urrwillingriess tosettle the dispute 
that made him invent the obstinate slo-
gan. -Marto:lir wahirt barrayestge". justice 
Krishna bten 13 Vengbese and I pursued 
the issue with Prime IVIinister Chandra 
Sta ek ha r arid, when matters see. tried 
paised far a settlement. Rajiv Gandhi be-
came warmed that the credit would go to 
the then PIVI. and he brought dawn the 
four-n-larith-old Elraian government on a 
flimsy pretext. 

All along, die Muslim side afthedispute 
was eager to have the matter settled_ I was 
in regular touch with Sited Shatiabuddirt. 
who was then corive-ner cif the Babri lvtasjid 
Actian Committee. Then, as now all they 
wanted was an assurance- that other 
masques would not be targeted once this 
ground was conceded. They also warmed 
an honourable exit from this issue. When 
they say. "let the court decide**. that is pre-
cisely w hat they mean. It i is regretta ble that 
the courts in this country haven't ad-
dressed the matter head on. 

My main concern is'that people are be-
ins perversely misled. arid their credulity 
exploited for political gains by those wha 
do not carea pin for the spi ri tua greatness 
of the Vedic faith. As an ardent devatee of 
this incomparable spiritual heritage. I feel 
cheated and violated. 

have examined this matter. looking for 
some evidence with which to persuade 

f Arya Jeevan 

.t EXIIel I K.. a LIIMIIL11441b.. 1181.11C g1: C.* ILICZVIll Arlon IL/11.1./K 
Drell tittle- 1141C. iiVed at the cirri e when the 
temple is alleged to have been destroyed 
by tvlir Elaqi in I528. by the river Sarayii, 
dries not rnerrticin tier eta Guru Gribirtid 
Singh.. or 5 	i, or 'Vrive Ica nazi cla. or 
riayariariciThere is ruit a slued cifcredifile 
evidence to legitimise this dance cifoggres- 
s 	 snacks Gait/. "This should beat:i- 
v-kat-us to all from the assertian that -̀ rriat-
ters cif fait/tare not justiciable -.1arri a man of faitti_Sci. I need to say: This is an unthink-
ably tiartgercstls stand to take. Every atroc-
ity. every crime,every ELM ustice can be j 
tilled by dressing it tapas faith. Faith must 
be rational!. Blind faith is dangerous. 

What hurts me most is the utter irra-
ticinality of this communal agenda_ If we 
say that Ram is God. and God is o - 
nitiresent —arid Gott cannot be orn-
niipresent unless he is formless — how can 
we fix him to a tiny spat in a geographic 
location? It is an outright insult to hurn a SI 
intelitgerice: what to say of the majesty 
of Goal? .Atikti it exasperates me that mil-
I icins are being misledarid their souls car-
ruptedwith communal hatred. using this 
palpable falsehood mouthed in thenarne 
of Lard Ram. 

Gandhi tact was a Hindu. He died with 
the name a fRarn on his lips,--Hifelevation 
canna t be doubted. Mat only did the,  Rarrt 
IVIandir issue not matter to him. he was 
clear that temples — indeed all places of 
worship — do not possess the godliness 
they claim. Hie could not accept, being a 
rational human being. that. Gott sat in the 
forty: of an tidal in any temple, church or 
mosque. Gandhi rarely wasted his time 
in temples: because he was in carrimuri-
kin with Gad :everywhere'. NAfttertever 1-te. 
visited temples, he complained cif their 
uncleanness. Sacred cities were also the 
dirtiest. 

1-11 ridulsm •unlike Christianity ar Islam. 
is about family-corierited spirituality. We 
know that God is not partial to priests. So. 
our lacrmare is also our temple. Only when 
the 'Vedic vision declined and caste inter-
ests gained the tipper hand ditipriests be-
come middle men far us_ Since then. the 
Sartatart faith has languished tinder the 
tyranny of the priestly class, wlicidirrirried 
its light with supersti dam exploitative rit-
ualism and crippling abscuraritisrn. This 
has been the main reason for our weak-
ness as a people. So. we fell easy prey to 
farces Intuit beyond our borders. A bunch 

tvlugttal cariquercirs and later.a rag-tag 
grouts of English merchants co MCI CI erred 

ne afthelarzest hurnaricallectives in his-
tory. 

India will never progress unless we rid 
the Sariatan carrirn earthy of its a t.....tetio ri 
su persti tiart and irraticiriality. The Rani 
janniabhoorrii incivernent is a regression 
to irrational itya rtd ccirrirnitria I perversity. It 
is cast as a religious war against a coma-nu-
n ity to pander to cheap popular senti-
ments. Only those who do not know the 
Vedic faith can think of this as windfall far 
Hinduism. I know and love this fa ith_and I 
cannot swallow its perversion farthat very 
reason. 

The writer is a Vedic schalararad sociaf 
activist 
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