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Muslim population in Telangana is about 14%. 
Justice Rajender Sachar Committee recommended 
reservations for OBC Muslims but not for all Muslims 

4. Whether 12% reservations to Muslim OBCs is 
relevant or not is a questionable. 
Rajdeep Sardesai says it will be a dangerous entry. 

40 CM advocates reservations on population based 
ratio and questions about the more quota of 
Tamilnadu and Karnataka. 

4. Population ratio based reservations may raise the 
competition between the religious groups for growing 
more populatiori of their respective groups rather than 
to reduce it. 

4. Present population of country is about 125 crores. 

4,  Growing population is a prime hurdle for development 
and to provide justice to all. 

*. Debate on reservations and population ratio is 
invitable and a serious issue. 
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WHAT DOES CULTURE MEAN ? 
The English word 'Culture' 

comes from a Latin root 
'Colere', which means to 'till! 
or to 'worship' The first 
meaning is implied in the word 
'culture' and the second in 
'culti'. Whether the root is the 
same in both the cases. or two 
different roots have come to be 
identified by undergoing certain 
change is a question for 
philological researchists. But 
'cult' and 'culture' are not too 
remote. To 'till' and to 
'worship' appear to be two 
different processes, but if we 
just think what worship is meant 
for, we shall find that tilling and 
worship have certain kinship 
which it is not difficult to 
detect. 

That 'culture' is a particle in 
the words 'agriculture' or 'horti-
culture' is by no means 
accidental. The true meaning of 
the word culture is inherent 
there. Tilling is a process 
whereby the potentialities of a 
seed are brought into 
actualization. The tree exists in 
the seed though in a potential 
form, What we call 'agriculture' 
is a process whereby we bring 
those potentialities into action 
And the best 'tiller' or 
'agriculturist' is one that does 
not allow any of the 
ptentialilties to remain 
undeveloped or die out 
`Culture' is similarly a process 
by which the potentialities 
inherent in a soul are brought 
to perfect actualization. The 
world is a garden. The souls or 
animate beings are tiny seed 
with a store of potentialities 
inherent in them. The richness  

of soil and the efficiency of 
gardenership are necessary for 
the full growth of seeds. 
Similarly, certain environments 
and conditions are essential for 
bringing the potentialities of 
the animate beings to full 
development 

Happily, Sanskrit language 
has a word which is a most 
appropriate synonym of the 
word culture. That word is krishi 
(0) which also means `to till'. 
Krishti (01z) is another word 
derived from krishi. This word 
has very often been used in the 
Vedas. 'Krishti't (Tftz.) in the 
Vedas means a fully cultured 
man. Sometimes it means a 
common man too But the idea 
is the same The English word 
'man' can easily be traced to 
Sanskrit `Manu' or `Manushya' 
which means a thinking being. 
Similarly, `Krishr which has 
commondly come to mean 
'man' is really speaking one 
whose potentialities has 
bloomed forth into a full tree. 

What does 'culture' mean 
then? Culture includes all 
things, big or small, from 
beginning to end, which 
contribute towards the 
actualization of sentient being's 
potentialities or seed powers 
(1 sif in Sanskrit) It is a sum 
total of many things which play 
their part in their own places, 
but whose function is severally 
and jointly to turn the seed into 
to fully-grown tree Krishti or 
man is that tree, and all those 
small or great things which help 
in the fullest development of 
this man go by the collective 
term 'culture' 

We are habituated to speak 
of culture or cultures rather 
loosely, just as we are 
accustomed to talk of 'man' A 
half development child is a 
man. All are men, from devil 
upto angel, from an ignorant 
wretch upto a wise man. They 
are men, not because of the 
instrinsic connotation of the 
term 'man' but because of the 
analogy which only makes 
languages possible Man means 
a thinking being. But an 
unthinking fool is also a man, 
not because the term 'man' 
etymologically holds good in 
this case, but because has 
extended the term, from inner 
meanings to the outer form. The 
same holds goods in 

The case of culture or 
cultures. There is good 
agriculture and there is bad 
agriculture. Good agriculture 
means all the processes that 
eke out all that in the seed, 
without allowing any part 
thereof to die out. Bad 
agriculture produces harvest, 
but not so excellently. An 
untrained farmer tills the soil, 
sows the seeds, irrigates the 
famr and reaps the harvest. But 
the yield of this farm is not so 
good or so much as that of a 
trained farmer's field. There 
was something wrong 
somewhere in the way in which 
the untrained farmer worked 
perhaps the soil was bad or was 
not well-tilled and well 
manured. Perphaps there was 
too much or too little watering. 
Perhaps Perhaps there was too 
much or tool little watering. 
Perhaps the season chosen was 
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inappropriate or full amends 
were not made for the defects 
of the weather. Perhaps a good 
deal was allowed to waste while 
reaping the harvest. Any one or 
all these factors combined 
stood in the way of the fullest 
possible yield and we say "the 
man is a poor agriculturist" a 
scientifically trained farmer 
would be more cautious and 
would work differently. 

The same is the case, with 
culture. There are cultures and 
cultures. The best culture is that 
which contributes to the fullest 
growth of man without 
handicaps or wastage. That 
which fails is, to the extent of 
its failure, a bad culture. Just as 
there are all kinds of 
agriculturists in this world, 
good, bad and indifferent-
similarly there are all sorts of 
cultures which produce man, 
but with different results 
qualitatively or quantitatively or 
both. Of late, there has been a 
tendency to discuss things in 
terms of culture. When a nation 
declares war with another 
nation, id does not say 'we want 
such and such territory or such 
and such market for 
commerce." It says, 'We fight 
for culture, We stand for 
cultural growth of a section of 
humanity. How far this please 
right is a difficult question. But 
one thing is clear. Such plea 
pays and pays well. It makes the 
offender appear less selfish. It 
successfully invites the 
sympathies of the world. It 
gives a white face to the black 
interior. All the wars of this 
centre and the last have been 
cultural was as far as 
proclamations of the fighting 
parties are concerned. Both 
claim culture as the motive of 
ht ewar. We indulge in killing  

man in order that 'man' be best 
developed. In other words, we 
burn seeds in order that they 
many better germinate Black 
selfishness is coated with white 
culture. Misery, blood-shed and 
chaos are the yields. The reason 
is that we have forgotten the 
real significance of culture. A 
set of formulas, fanciful or 
formed with selfish ends in 
view, sell in the market with 
fascinating labels as this culture 
or that culture. All that glitters 
is not gold, but glittering is a 
widely acknowledged mark of 
gold and it is the only thing that 
sells in the market. There have 
sprung up organizations with 
glittering name s(religion), 
philanthrophy, sociology etc.) 
which advertise their goods 
with all the ability that a 
propagandist can command. 
They claim superiority of their 
own set of formulae. 

A poor customer is 
bewildered at the display of so 
many varieties of cultures in the 
market. Which to follow or 
which to reject? How to 
discriminate between pure gold 
And alloy? Yet, there is a silver 
lining to the dark cloud. When 
there is a cry for culture, it must 
be followed by a desire to know 
what culture is? Fraud can work 
for a time and to a limited 
circle. Truth must prevail in the 
end Our bitter experiences 
must lead to inquisitiveness and 
inquisitiveness to search after 
truth. 

This has come to be true. For 
a few centuries, western 
countries have been holding up 
their glittering cultures for 
public view. They have been 
successful in throwing into 
background past cultures. It was 
thought half a century ago that  

long strides which scientific 
advancement has made recently 
will bring new heavens and man 
would after all find a panacea 
for all ills. But the last few 
decades of strife and 
animosities have proved beyong 
doubt that we were mistaken. 
We threw our pearls and took 
instead delusive gauds. Not 
only could we not turn grey 
sheep into white, our white 
ones have become black. Man 
sought to be an angel and he 
became a brute. We have atleast 
been convinced that we are in a 
fairyland where there is nothing 
substantial. 

And things are not what they 
seem. If all that so long and so 
far passed by the name culture 
has resulted into the burnings of 
our farms and destroying our 
harvest, we must try to find out 
where the mistake lies. What is 
true culture? That is the 
question. The question must be 
answered before we set our on 
our journey. What is the use of 
crying when the whole milk has 
been spilt? If at the end of our 
life, we find out that we took to 
a wrong road, of what avail is 
such a discovery? The failures 
of our forefathers must be our 
guide. 
CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 

It has often been asked if 
culture and civilization are 
synonymous and if not what is 
the relation between the two. In 
many cases culture and 
civilization are interchangeable 
terms. A cultured nation is a 
civilized nation and a civilized 
nation is a cultured nation. But 
going deep we find that, though 
allied, they are two different 
things. 

The word civilization has 
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come to have a set meaning. 
Modern writers have dubbed 
certain nations as civilized and 
certain as semi-barbarian or 
barbarian. In the terminology of 
the nineteenth or twentieth 
century all white nations are 
civilized, all yellow nations 
semi-civilized, and all blacks 
skinned, or black souled are 
unvicilized. It appears that our 
skins are like transparent glass 
vessels, exhibiting the colour of 
the substance with they contain 
How can a skin be white unless 
it encloses a white heart? And 
how can a black skin contain a 
heart which is anything but 
black. Then all the is European 
is civilized and also all that has 
migrated from Europe. The 
Americans are civilized because 
their forefathers migrated from 
Europe. The rest of America is 
uncivilized. The Australians and 
the white population of Eastern 
and South Africa are also 
civilized. And for the same 
reason, as the rest of the world 
Non-Europeans are therefore 
un-civilized. What is the 
criterion? White and non white 
colour. Then there is one more 
criterion All Christians are 
civilized? And all non-
Christians non-civilized A white 
European Christian is therefore 
thrice blesses and therice-
civilized. He is civilized by dint 
of his country, by dint of his 
colour and by dint of his 
religion. What virtues make 
him so is immaterial. What vice 
exclude others from the zone of 
civilization is also immaterial. 
To refer to a famous writer on 
civilization, Mr. Clive Bell, we 
are told that he rules out 'from 
among the characteristics of 
civilization such qualities as 
justice, humanitarianism, 
respect for human life etc.... 

because they are found, perhaps 
in a much greater degree, 
among the less civilized and un-
civilized peoples."' But that is 
what a self-supposed civilized 
man thinks for himself. There 
are others too who do think in 
the same terms. Which man is 
there, however ignorant;  
however wretched and however 
shabby, who might think that he 
is 	uncivilized, 	unless 
compelled to do so under 
physical pressure? The Chinese 
think that they are the only 
chosen people-wise, holy and 
civilized, All others are 
inferiors'. A Moslem of Arabia 
thinks that light first dawned 
upon Mohammad the prophet. 
Before his advent it was all dark 

4in Arabia and in the world. And 
even now those are civilized 
who have got their hearts 
illuminated by Mohammad's 
light. Ask an orthodox Hindu-
Brahman of Banaras. He thinks 
that others are so un-civilized 
that if it were given to him, he 
would not tolerate even their 
touch. 

But if civilization is not a 
meaningless term, it needs a 
more rational treatment. In the 
previous chapter we saw what 
culture means? Cannot 
ciyilization too submit to such 
an examination? 

`Civilize' is a verb from 
"civil" Civil means social or 
pertaining 	to 	society. 
Civilization is, thus, something 
which makes man social. Man 
is, no doubt, a social animal. He 
loves society. Society-hating 
men are only exceptions. But 
the size of the Society is not 
fixed and it much depends upon 
the inner qualities of a man. The 
members of a society are 
compelled to surrender some 

of their interests to the well 
being of other members. It is the 
basis of the formation of a 
society. My society therefore, 
depends, in nature as well as in 
size, upon capacity to surrender 
my interests for the sake of 
others. My heart is the hall in 
which the member of my 
society sit. How capacious is 
my heart is a question. Whom 
and how far can I accommodate 
in this hall? To socialize myself 
means. Therefore, to widen my 
heart, to make room in it for the 
greatest number of sentient 
beings. Big halls of brick and 
mortar do not make a real 
society. It is the largeness of the 
heart which is needed. This is 
the esoteric meaning of 
civilization and really speaking 
every man is civilized to the 
extent of the largeness of his 
heart. But there is an exoteric 
meaning also. Dr. Dhirendra 
Nath Roy in his book "The 
Spirit of Indian Civilization" 
asks a pertinent question. 'Is 
there any civilization without 
some form of agriculture, 
industry, language, literature, 
arts, science, morality, 
philosophy and religion?" No, 
truly no But why? Are the nine 
things enumerated here 
arbitrarily fixed? No, they have 
a firmer basis. They all spring 
originally from a desire of man 
to surrender his own interests 
to the welfare of others. 

Modern advancement of 
science has done much good to 
humanity. It has provided man 
with unprecedented comforts 
and conveniences. It has added 
luster to human living. But there 
is one very great loss that it has 
done to manking. It has 
narrowed down man's heart. The 
trend of thinking of Darwin and 
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his successors has been to 
impress upon man that 
selfishness reigns supreme in 
nature. "The survival of the 
fittest" is their motto. And 
unfortunately"the fittest" in 
their sense means "the 
physically strongest" A strong 
fish eats up a weaker one. This 
is the law of the dwellers of the 
ocean. The wolf eats the lower 
animals who are weaker than 
he. The lion is the strongest of 
all, therefore he eats up all. This 
is the law of the jungle. Man is 
after all a part of nature. How 
can he stand an exception to the 
general rule? It is why Bell says 
that humanitarianism is no 
qualification of a civilized 
people. It exists where there is 
no civilization at all "Struggle 
for existence" has, of late, been 
too common a phrase. It has 
narrowed down the walls of the 
heart. We think that the only 
lesson that nature teaches is that 
we cannot exist unlees we kill 
others. Killing is therefore, a 
characteristic of civilization. It 
has succeeded in receiving 
testimonials from the civilized 
world. Upto the end of the 
nineteenth century, the whole of 
Asia was dark and uncivilized in 
the eye of the Western World. 
In the beginning of the twentieth 

• century, a small portion of Asia 
came into lime-light. It was 
Japan. The Japanese boasted 
that as they did not learn how 
to kill, they were uncivilized. 
Now that they killed Russians 
and the world that they had a 
capacity to kill, they were 
allowed a place in the galaxy of 
civilized people. Their yellow 
colour became white and they 
came to be respected. What is 
the lesson that humanity learnt 
from it? If you want to be 
civilized, give up the milk of 
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humanitarianism. Mercy is 
weakness of a timid brain They 
strong are never merciful. 
'Mercy is a double blessing' 
says Shakespeare, 'Mercy is 
all-round curse, says the 
modern scientist. 

But does this attitude of mind 
make him social or civil? Does 
is make him 'civilized' Is 
cruelty to others the only 
lesson which nature teaches? Is 
man made to follow the 
example of the fish or the wolf? 
Are there no better preceptors? 
Can we exist at all if struggle 
for existence is the sole 
occupant of our thought? 
Reader, just think of you birth. 
What were you when you were 
born? A tiny drop of blood, with 
no power for struggle. Yotfr 
very existence hung in the 
balance. The mother to whom 
you own your being was 
constantly thinking of your life, 
at the expense of herown. She 
invited untold sufferings to 
herself in order that you might 
live. She risked her very life for 
your sake. She was ready to die 
for you. This is the first pattern 
of life that you began to 
experience. It is rather 
unfortunate that you were unfit 
to observe it at your birth. And 
it is a hundred times more 
unfortunate now that you have 
power to see, you shut your 
eyes against it. It is written in 
the Shatapatha Brahmana that 
mother is one's first guru or 
preceptor. It is in more senses 
than one that the maxim holds 
good. Not only does mother 
given us suck. Or teach us 
language, she puts before us an 
example which is the basis of 
all civilization It is not the 
struggle for one's own 
existence, but struggle for the 
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existence of others What would 
have been our fate if the survival 
of the strongest were the law? 
And where shall we exist if only 
the strongest are allowed to 
survive? The mother is surely 
stronger than the child. And yet 
the child survives the mother. 
Why? Because the mother 
surrenders some of her might 
to the well-being of her weaker 
babe. This is the germ of 
civilization which nature has put 
into the nature of our mothers. 

Ekohma Bahusysm (7-4 t c(§Ni,r) 
(I am one, let me be many) 

This is the wish of every 
parent. And it is this wish which 
ought to be the basis of all 
society. It is a pity that the 
modern scientist overlooks this 
law which is omni-potent and 
omni-present. It reigns the land 
as much as the air or the ocean. 
We say that nature is a great 
killer. We being to follow 
nature in its work of killing. We 
want to be a great killer, so that 
we might be more in ture in 
tune with nature. But we forest 
that nature bears too. Killing is 
not its first action. It first bears 
life, then sustains it It, is only 
after these two actions that the 
third action, that of killing, takes 
place. She first bears, then kills. 
We do not bear, but kill. Do we 
not being at the wrong end of 
the line? If motherness is 
eliminated from the world, if 
we succeed in driving out from 
nature all that goes by the name 
kindness, what society will 
there by? What civilization? 
What is then the meaning of 
civilization? Civilization, as we 
have already said, is the act of 
civilizing The act by which we 
become civil or social, we learn 
how to live in a society, how to 
surrender our interests for the 
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interests of our fellow beings. 

What is, then, the connection 

between 	culture 	and 

civilization? 

Civilization is a part of 

culture, as much as it helps the 

actualization of our seed 

powers. Culture is a wider term. 

It is much more than 

civilization. A people may be 

civilized and yet uncultured. 

They may remain in society, a 

well cemented society, and ye 

their natures may not be ful l,' 

developed and much of ' 

valuable parts may either d 

or remain undeveloped. Ai 

culture needs civilization.  Fsi 
all civilization does nu 

contribute culture In order to be 

most helpful to culture, a 

civilization ought to be based 

upon certain virtues, which if 

absent, will make it 

undesirables as a culture-

making agency. 

It is true that man is a social 

animal. But besides being a 

member of a society, he is also 

an individual. It is individual 

that make a society, We have to 

take notice of both the factors 

if we want to arrive at truth. 

Society is no doubt a potent 

factor, but it is only a factor. the 

equally potent is the other 

factor and that is individuality. 

In our personal culture (i.e., 

actualization 	of 	our 

potentialities) we not only 

borrow from others. Our own 

contribution is also very 

important. Civilization, if 

divorced from this viewpoint 

becomes stale It loses the zest 

which is the salt of life. In 

making estimation of 

civilization, the calculators 

have too often neglected this 

point and the result has been 

disastrous. 
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"I have travelled across the length and 
breadth of India and I have not seen one 
person who is a beggar, who is a thief such 
wealth I have seen in this country, such high 
moral values, people of such caliber, that I 
do not think we would ever conquer this 
country, unless we break the very backbone 
of this nation, which is her spiritual and 
cultural heritage and therefore, I propose 
that we replace her old and ancient 
education system, her culture, for if the 
Indians think that all that is foreign and 
English is good and greater than their own, 
they will lose their selfesteem, their native 
culture and they will become what we want 
them, a truly dominated nation". 
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