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Veda Prarthana- Il
Regveda -5

T AT 8T TAATeTISTeeT
JfiTeehe T e
HATEHT A Taeariver =

fexua g s ot 1|
37gddg 6/115/2

Ya ma lakshmi
patyaloorajushta abhichaskad
vandaneva vraksham.
Anyatrasmat savitah tamito
dhah hiranya hasto vasu no
raranah.

(Atharva Veda 7:115:2)

In this mantra, God informs
us what type of wealth is ben-
eficial for us, and which type of
wealth is harmful and will lead
to our downfall. Wealth should
always be earned by honest and
virtuous means by following
dharma principles that are fair
and beneficial for everybody in
the society. Money that is gath-
ered/earned by dishonest
means, cheating or deceiving
others, bribes, exploiting or
stealing from others in the long
haul will always lead to our
downfall. The reference here is
not only to ill obtained money,
but also to wealth which after
meeting the needs of the
earner, is hoarded and lies un-
used rather than being em-
ployed for the benefit of the
community, society and the na-
tion. Such hoarded money even
when earned by fair means be-
yond a person's present and
future needs becomes cause of
major social inequality, unrest
and other social ills. Of course,
even worse is money, which has

been earned by adharmic i.e.
non-virtuous means such as de-
ceptive schemes, cheating,
bribes and then is secretly hid-
den e.g. Swiss bank accounts.
Such ill-earned money in the
long haul leads topersonal ruin
in the form of lack of mental
peace, fear, drug addiction etc.
Also, such ill-earned money
leads to social ruin in the form
of lack of trust in governmental
authorities by a large segments
of the society as well as poverty,
hunger etc for the poorest in the
society who could have ben-
efited from the wealth.

In most nations and large
societies, one would find thou-
sands and lacs (0.1 million) of
persons who have worked very
hard to earn a lot of money.
However, most such persons
due to greed or moh (blind at-
tachment or infatuation) hoard
and hide all of their wealth for
their children's inheritance,
rather than also use it for the
welfare of others less fortunate
in the society. Because their
children inherit large amount of
wealth without doing hard work,
they become lazy, callous, indul-
gent, atheist, get into many vices
such as gambling, deception
etc. If their parents had taught
them the value of money earned
by hard work and not given
them large amounts of free
money, it is likely that the chil-
dren would not have developed
non-virtuous values and gotten
involved in vices.

This Veda mantra states that
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Dear God May We Always Use Virtuous Means to Earn wealth

money which is ill earned or
hoarded and not utilized for the
welfare of every body in the so-
ciety, in the end by creating
fears of its loss, destroys the
hoarding person's peace and
happiness. Such wealth is like
a parasitic vine that clings and
wraps around a host tree and
sucks its sap, whereby the vine
gradually weakens and Kills the
host tree. In addition, a person
who clings to his/ her wealth with-
out sharing is like a poisonous
snake that blocks people's ac-
cess to their homes; such a
hoarder's money is of no use to
him/her-self or to the society.
Moreover, suh wealth is often
lost by being stolen by thieves
or by fraud perpetrated by other
dishonest persons.

We pray to God in this man-
tra: Dear God, may we never
earn or gain wealth that will lead
to our downfall and if per
chance we encounter such
wealth, may we quickly get rid
of it. Dear God, You are Su-
preme Bliss, please fill us up
with such inspiration that we are
always careful to earn and gain
our money by honest means
based on dharma (virtuous)
principles so that the wealth

16 YA, 2018 | 22 3, 2018

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

gives us lasting internal joy and
not mere things of creature com-
forts and transient happiness.
may such virtuous wealth help
promote our wisdom, spiritual
strength and help us gain genu-
ine positive fame in the world.
Dear God, give us so much
wisdom, courage, strength and
will power that we are never
tempted by wealth that is ill
earned by crooked means. May
we never use the excuse that it
is okay to cheat a little because
others we know are cheating
and thus have become wealthy.
In addition, if due to negligence,
laziness or callousness we ac-
quire any ill wealth, then we
would immediately get rid of it
by returning it to the source or
for the genuine benefit of oth-
ers in the society/community.
Dear God, by only earning or
gaining virtuous wealth and
staying away from any tempta-
tion or effort to gain ill money,
with Your grace may we live a
succesful life full of content-
ment, fearlessness, peace and

joy.

To Be Continue....
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