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Asurya naam te loka andhena
tamasa vritah. Tanste prety
abhi gacchanti ye ke
chatmehano janah.

- Yajur Veda 40: 3

The thinking process of
human beings at times is very
perplexing. A human being may
have previously heard or read
that certain karmas (deeds) are
bad and the end-results or
consequences such karmas
would be bad. He/she may have
even reflected about the karma
theory that every deed has
future consequences, as you
sow so shall you reap. With this
existing knowledge, the person
has often made a weak
resolution in his/her mind that
when the occasion comes in the
future, "I would refrain from
doing bad deeds e.g. | will not
lie or cheat to gain money or
prosperity". However, for many
such persons the bad sanskars
(root mental impressions/
desires based on past deeds
and their intent) to gain money
by any means are so strongly
entrenched that despite the
warnings of the inner voice to
the mind, to stop and reflect on
the eventual bad
consequences they still cheat
or cay out the evil deeds.

After performing bad deeds,
many persons (who still has
some conscience left) often
have remorse over having
done the bad deed, and to

avoid the bad results of the bad
karmas, various persons try to
find some sort of penitence. At
an individual level, the person
may go to houses of worship to
pray e.g. temple, church or
mosque, recite or chant
prayers, use rosary beads to
pray, donate some money, go
on pilgrimage to 'holy' places,
bathe in holy rivers, perform
various rituals e.g. havan (fire
ceremony). After having
performed one or more of the
above penitent rituals/deeds,
he/she feels that in the bargain
"l can now expect to avoid the
bad consequences of my
previously done bad deeds".
Sometimes not fully satisfied by
above penitent measures, for
an extra protection, he/she
personally goes to a priest or a
religious guru to ask for further
penitent measures to avoid bad
results of previously done bad
deeds. In turn, the greedy
priests/gurus tell the penitent
client to perform various charit
rituals and donate money to or
through them. However, the
truth is that all of this penitent
bargaining is doomed to failure
because according to karma
theory one must always bear
the consequences of previously
done bad deeds; the ritualistic
prayers and the priests cannot
wish the results away. The only
bargain one can strike is that
future good karmas will bear
good results in the future, but
not hypocritical measures.
The Vedas teach us that
persons who do not believe in
God, the soul and instead of
performing good deeds, do
various types of bad deeds are
self-destructive and despite
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B il Bad or Self-Destructive Deeds Lead to Darkness

their lack of belief, in the long
haul are still hurting their soul.
People who do not follow God's
message of truth and virtue, or
the teachings of rishis and
sages, and instead perform
destructive deeds, after their
death are reborn in life forms
that are less than human such
as an animal, bird, insect or a
plant. In such states, the
individual soul does not have a
free will, is not aware of its
actions like human beings are,
and is covered with the
darkness of ignorance. Such
life forms in Vedic scriptures are
called bhoga-yoni (see next
paragragh for details). The
individual soul must suffer for a
prolonged period before getting
the chance to be born again as
a human. These are the
eventual consequences of
being an atheist, self-
destructive person who tries to
fulfill his/her sensory and
mental desires by any means
possible even if it requires wrong
means such as lying, deceiving
or hurting others.

The soul, in the state of
bhoga-yoni, is in a state of
bondage and can merely bear
the consequences of past bad
deeds but has no free will nor
the ability to perform new deds
like normal human beings do,
In the state of bhoga-yoni, the
animal/creature possessing the
soul acts by instinct and can
only eat, drink, procreate, join
others or fight with other
creatures. Such souls cannot
think the good or bad
consequences of their actions,
gain knowledge, or differentiate
right from wrong like human
beings do, nor can they make
progress towards God
realization because the latter is
only possible when one is born
as human being.

The Vedas state the souls
like God are immortal and
eternal. However, whereas God
is Supreme Consciousness,
Supreme Bliss, Omnipresent,
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- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

omnipresent, an entity that
pervades inside each and every
particle and place in the
universe including our soul. He
is aware of everything that is
going of even in the most secret
recesses of our minds because
He resides even inside our
souls. God as the Karmaphal
data-Final Judge in the
Universe gives appropriate
awards to all of us depending
upon our past and present
karmas- deds. On the other
hand, even though the souls
are conscious, immortal and
eternal, the Soul's abilities
overall are quite limited
because it can be only located
at one place at a time and its
knowhow and knowledge ae
limited. Therefore, as stated
earlier persons who do not
believe in these fundamental
principles are self-destructive
because they perform bad
deeds to fulfill their desires but
expect no bad results of their
bad karmas. Irrespective of their
beliefs, however, in their
remaining current life, and after
their death in next lives they will
bear the consequences of their
previous bad deeds in next lives
they will bear the consequences
of their previous bad deeds and
be born in lower life forms
covered with darkness of
ignorance.

Dear God, please bless us
that we always follow Your
teachings of truth and virtue as
stated in the Vedas. It is our
sincere prayer to You, may we
always perform virtuous deeds
in our lives so that in our
remaining current lives as well
as in future lives, when we are
reborn, not only avoid life forms
less than human (covered with
darkness of ignorance) but
instead we progress towards
attaining Your realization and
bliss
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