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A UNIFIED INDIA IS NON-NEGOTIABLE 
Political parties should not exacerbate a north-south 

divide 
The southern states are unhappy with the terms of reference of 
the 15th Finance Commission, which is to decide the 'distribu-
tion between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of 
taxes'. The body is mandated to take into account the 2011 cen-
sus instead of the 1971 census. The states in the south feel, it 
will result in penalising them for keeping population growth 
stable—while rewarding the northern states. Their collective dis-
content on the issue comes at a time when the politics of at 
least three of the southern states is in a churn. In Karnataka, 
ahead of the elections, the Congress government has decided 
to use sub-nationalism-by emphasising the primacy of Kannada 
and declaring its own flag. In Andhra Pradesh the TDP and the 
YSRCP, have taken positions against what they claim is the 
Centre's betrayal of not granting Special Category Status to the 
state. In Tamil Nadu, political space has opened up with 
Jayalalithaa's death. This is happening in a context when there 
has been an increasing opposition to what is seen as an effort 
by 'northern parties' to impose linguistic and cultural homoge-
neity. Take it all together and what you have is a disturbing pic-
ture of an emerging fault line between the North and the South. 
A unified India is a non-negotiable principle. And that is why it is 
essential that the Centre, state governments, and all parties 
address the divide. Here is what Delhi needs to do. The Centre 
must send a message to all five southern states—Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana—that it will en-
sure that they do not lose on funds because of progressive poli-
cies and better governance. But this is beyond a specific policy 
technicality. PM Narendra Modi should reach out to the citizens 
in the south to reassure them of his commitment to diversity. 
The BJP needs to do more to convey that it has evolved from 
being just a North Indian Party. At the same time, here is what 
the southern governments and parties running them must do. 
Tough negotiations or differences with the Centre must not be 
projected as a battle with the centre or north. India cannot af-
ford a North-South divide. 
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EINSTEIN'S DHARMA 
-Ranjeni A Singh 

I believe in luck. The harder I work the more luck I have, goes the fa-
mous saying. Whether it was hard work, plain luck or Saraswati that 
earned Einstein his iconic status, is something that even his brain-in-
the brine cannot tell. Saraswati is the Hindu Goddess of knowledge. But 
Wikipedia lists 16 mythologies—including the Aborginal, Chinese and 
Norse— that have knowledge or wisdom deities. I wonder if the scientist 
would have had that much time at hand or even bothered— engrossed 
as he was with matters relating to energy, mass and speed of light— to 
identify the most suitable deity to propitiate. 
Anyway, Einstein found the idea of a personal good childish and pre-
ferred an attitude of 'humility corresponding to the weakness of our in-
tellectual understanding of nature and of our own being." It seems his 
humility comes through in that his own attitude is child like an attitude, 
as prescribed by the wise ones, human beings should have in relation 

to God. 
By his own admission, Einstein believed in Spinozism, in which all real-
ity is held to consist of one substance, of which minds and bodies are 
both attributes. This substance can be also called energy or god. If the 
energy resided within Einstein Vedantic teachings, like Spinozism, also 
say that God dwells in all beings there was no need for him to worship 
an outside deity. After all, motion (or action) of an object depends upon 
its energy content. So, is E=MC2? Perhaps so in physics but certainly 
not when extrapolated to metaphysics because Einstein couldn't have 
been M-antra C-hanting! 

• Quotes by Einstien • 
• •  Nothing happens until something moves. 
• 
• • Only those who attempt the absurd can achieve the impossible. 
• • If you want your children to be intelligent, read them more fairy • 
• tales. • 
• • A clever person solves a problem. A wise person avoids it. 

• Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep 

• moving. • 
• • The important thing is to not stop questioning. Curiosity has its 
• 
• own reason for existing. 
• • A true guinuis admits that he/she knows nothing. • 
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There is no one like Him. There is no image of Him. He cannot be m 

sured. He is formless. Great is His name. He sustains within Him gold 

seed fo the universe. He is unborn. We should pray Him. May He not ha 

us. (Yujurveda 32-3) 
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