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Agnivesh demands judicial probe into attack on him 
Ranchi : Social activist Swami 

Agnivesh on Wednesday dismissed a 
probe into an attack on him in Pakur as 
an eyewash and accused the BJP 
governmentin Jharkhand of sponsoring 
the assault even as the state's urban 
development minister CP Singh said the 
former was a 'fraud' who orchestrated the 
attack on himself. 

A day after he was thrashed allegedly 
by BJP youth wing workers, Agnivesh 
said he wanted to raise the issue with 
Jharkhand governor Droupadi Murmu but 
could not meet her on Wednesday as his 
appointment at 11am was cancelled. 

But the Raj Bhawan denied that 
Agnivesh had a prior appointment with the 
governor. 

"Since governor had a scheduled 
engagement, Agnivesh was informed that 
the meeting would not be possible today," 
said a Raj Bhawan official. 

Meanwhile, urban development 
minister denied the involvement of any 
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) 
workers in the assault onAgnivesh. 

"I know agnivesh for last 40 years. He 
is an old fraud. He sponsored the attack 
on himself. No BJYM worker was involved 
in the assault," Singh said. 

Singh's statement is contrary to the  

Pakur police's press release on Tuesday, 
which categorically said '100 BJYM 
workers had thrashed him'. Pakur police 
have registered an FIR naming eight 
people, including BJYM Pakur president 
Prasanna Mishra. Ninety two others have 
been listed as unknown people in the FIR. 
A special investigation team (SIT) has also 
been set up to nab the accused. 

Flanked by opposition leaders, 
including former chief minister Babula 
Marandi and former union minister 
Subodh Kant Sahai, Agnivesh told 
reporters in Ranchi on Wednesday that 
the DIG (deputy inspector general) level 
investigation, et up by the government, 
was an eye wash. 

"For Impartial investigation, I had 
demanded judicial probe by any high court 
judge or retired judge," he said. 

He alleged the government and local 
administrationhad prior information of his 
arrival in Jharkhand but they neither 
informed him about any threat nor 
arranged any security for him. "I had 
informed the chief minister Raghubar Das 
on July 12 that I would be arriving in 
Jharkhand. I wanted to meet him on July 
16, but he did not given me time," he said. 
"The organizer of the tribal fest had 
provided my entire schedule to the local  

administration but not even a single 
security personnel was there when I was 
thrashed. This negligence shows that the 
attack on me was planned and 
government sponsored." 

The 78-year-old activist was in Pakur 
to address a tribal festival organised to 
commemorate the 195th foundation of 
Damin-i-koh, part of land allocated to 
Santhals, at Littipara stadium, arround 
350 km northeast from the state capital. 

Agnivesh said over one lakh tribal, 
mostly primitive tribe, had gathered at the 
venue and he was to address them about 
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled 
Areas) Act, 1996 or PESA. 

"The Act came into existence in 1996 
but the state assembly is yet to frame 
rules for it," he said, adding, tribal rights 
and their lands are being taken away. 

Opposition legislators raised the issue 
in assembly and demanded immediate 
arrest of the culprits. 

Parliamentary afair minister Neelkanth 
Singh Munda informed the house that the 
government has taken the issue seriously. 
"The chief minister without making any 
delay ordered a probe. Santhal Paragana 
commissioner and deputy inspector 
general have been asked to investigate into 
the matter," Munda said inthe assembly. 

'My attackers were not a faceless lynch mob' 
Picture of 78-year-old Swami Agnivesh 

being beaten up, his saffron robes torn, 
came at a time when the Supreme Court 
was laying down strictures against 
'mobocracy'. He tellsHimanshi Dhawan 
why hardline Hindutva which doesn't 
brook dissent must be nipped in the bud 

Q. You were in Jharkhand on the 
invitation of a tribal group. Why were you 
attacked? 

Ans. I had gone to Pakur on the 
invitation of the Paharia tribe. Before that, 
I had informed both the Jharkhand CM and 
governor about my visit. On 17th morning, 
I was speaking to the press about the 
problems faced by the tribals with their 
land and forest rights in danger when I 
was informed that members of the 
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha were 
outside protesting against me. I invited 
them to come inside and speak tome. But 
they did not agree. When I stepped out, I 
was attacked by a crowd of 100-150 
people who swooped on me. I was 
dragged, beaten up, abused, and my 
clothes torn. It was a lynch mob, except it 
was not a faceless lynch mob but one that 
was sponsored and supported by the 
powers that be in the state and central 
governments. I am not the first one to be 
attacked, many more have been lynched 
to death. Akhlaq Khan was killed in Dadri, 
so were Pehlu Khan and Junaid, and not 
a single murderer has been apprehended. 

Q. So far these lynch mobs have 
targeted members of the minority 
community. Do you think you were a 
target because as an Arya Samaji, Your 
brand of Hindutva is considered too soft? 

Ans. Very much so. What they called 
hardline Hindutva is the greatest threat to 
Hindu culture, or sanatan dharam. I 
believe in fighting against caste, bonded 
labour, for equality of women and Dalits 
and have done so for decades. These 
pseudo-Hindus or hardline Hindus think I 
am the enemy of Hinduism. But I tell them 
that this is not Hinduism. Hindu culture 
has survived because of our amorphous 
character and the culture of dialogue. The 
hardline approach of causing harm to 
whoever disagrees is a kind of nascent 
fascism. If we don't nip it in the bud, it will 
cause immense harm. 

Q. The Supreme Court has directed 
the government to ensure that the country 
does not slip into a mobocracy. Do you 
think it already has? 

Ans. Just giving a verdict is not enough 
unless the apex court appoints its own 
monitoring committee to look at every 
case. The day they were delivering this 
verdict I was being beaten up. I want this 
whole episode to be investigated by a 
sitting or retired judge. Why were the eight 
people arrested for attacking me let off 
immediately? 

Q. But the Jharkhand government has  

ordered an inquiry. 
Ans. I don't trust the police. I had no 

security despite informing the state 
government of my visit. Even after I was 
attacked, no police came till half an hour. 

Q. A Jharkhand minister and some 
people on social media have alleged that 
you orchestrated the attack for publicity. 

Ans. It is a laughable statement. I don't 
blame those speaking like this. I have 
received support beyond all my 
expectations. 

Q. What do you think needs to be done 
to counter hate crimes? 

Ans. We need to unite all the forces of 
social justice, all democratic forces, and 
all those who abide by the Indian 
Constitution. They urgently need to come 
together whether they belong to social, 
religious organisations or political parties. 
The 2019 election is the biggest 
challenge. We have to face this challenge. 
All these attacks are happening at the 
behest of this government. 

Q. You were among the first 
signatories to campaign for the repeal of 
Section 377. Do you think the time has 
come for India to respect LGBT rights? 

Ans. I saluted Chief Justice A. P. Shah's 
judgment in Delhi High Court. I am sure 
the SC order, whenever it comes, will 
uphold the dignity of all human beings, 
whether gay or lesbian. 
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