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""The sun Illuminates the sky and the entire

mankind is always on its diurnal course."
O Anita Ahuja

Dr. Punam Suri is The SUN emitting grace and rays of
blessings to all by his benevolent presence. Leading the
conglomerate of DAV Institutions, our most honorable
President, Dr. Punam Suri Ji has been a man of utmost clarity
and an illustrious vision. However, it will not be an
overstatement if we say that the journey of SBDAV has been
a celebration with Dr. Suri’s unfliching support and vision
of building an institution par excellence.

The escalation of Suraj Bhan DAV Public School
from the cornered corridors to a full-fleged, urbanized
school owes much of its success to the ethical forebodings
of this man of strength and character. The earliest
association of Dr. Suri with the school dates back to the
times when SBDAV was in its toddler stage in the late
80"s. The next door neighbour walked into the corridors
of the school with his eternal dreams and the undying
passion of Aeromodelling which were unflaggingly
transmitted into the young SBDAVians to propel their
engines to paradigm heights. The students not only looked
forward to this session of interaction but also keenly waited
for the periodic visits to the aerodrome which were
conscientiously arranged. Those were the days of sheer
bliss! When the pleasant memories run through our minds,
we blossom with the fragrances of smiles and laughter.

Dr Punam Suri has always been a beacon of light
and his perpetual guidelines took a new course after he
was deputed as the Manager of our school and the
Secretary of DAVCMC. His foresight, fair-mindedness
and painstaking efforts for the benefit of the students and
the school instantly gained immense admiration and respect
for him. I still remember the day when, on one occasion,
he was addressing the staff with his ever-amusing
anecdotes and he gave us an adage "Keep Smiling" which
was to become synonymous with his unparalleled
personality in the coming years. With the Midas touch of
his light heartedness, he could create a bond with anyone
within few seconds of interaction. The glimpses of his
large hearted hospitality was evident during the time of
the wedding of his children, when he extended the personal
invitation to each and every member of the school and
we all were closely knit as one SBDAV Family.

""Make big plans for they have the power to stir
the soul"'.

The association of the trio-SBDAYV, Arya Samaj, Vasant
Vihar and Dr. Suri has been deep and meaningful. Many

programmes of Arya Samaj were held in the school premises
under the able guidance and the indelible support of
Dr. Suri. He is a staunch believer of Arya Samaj values and
leaves no stone unturned to motivate people to abide by its
teachings.

Dr. Suri has been an active participant and a great social
worker all through his life. Health and Welfare of the people
is always his top priority. With a hope to provide nominal
proper healthcare facilities to the masses, Dukhniwaran
Samiti, Vasant Vihar was formed. This achievement led way
to the opening of Anand Aarogya Hospital at Mandir Marg.
A lot of initiatives were undertaken involving the masses at
various levels to gain the public attention whether it were the
burning issues of the society or the contribution in situations
of national crisis. Blood Donation camps, Project Boond,
Tree Plantation Drives were organized successfully in the
school premises under his able guidance. DAV is known as
abrand now and has grown in multitudes in popularity. DAV
Anthem, DAV United, Intellectual Hub are legendary initiatives
to name a few. It is a remarkable achievement that currently
920 DAV Institutions worldwide and the DAV University
are running successfully and has achieved a benchmark for
its promotion in Higher Education.

The grand Anandotsav which is now celebrated with
great pomp and show was initiated decades ago in the school
premises of SBDAV when it was visualized that something
should be done to discover the latent talent and skills of the
students.

Value Based education is the chief mandate of DAV
Institutions and special stress has been laid to educate the
students with values and morals essential for a worthy life.
Recognizing the pivotal role of teachers in ensuing student
centric learning and holistic child development, Dr. Suri under
the aegis of DAVCMC, has designed training programmes
in multiple areas to support teachers across diverse
classrooms to contribute to effective and joyous learning
for the believers that, 'life is a continuous learning experience,.
Hence training programmes for teachers growth at all levels
are organized in the form of CBP, PEP and EEDP.

Unflinchingly, Dr. Punam Suri walks with the dint
of determination in his lofty ideals, beliefs and spirits. DAV
Family feels privileged to work under the flagship of this

legendary figure.
- Principal, Suraj Bhan DAV Pub. School,
Vasand Vihar, New Delhi-110057
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To Sir..... with Regards

(3 Shashi Kiran Gupta

The greatness of a person is adjudged on two very
important yardsticks. First the influence he has on the
generation he lives with and second the direction he has given
to the course of history during his lifetime. On both these
counts the influence and contribution of Dr. Punam Suri
remains classic. Dr. Suri is credited with the modern thinking
of the DAV institutions. He is guiding, moulding and
institutionalizing the concepts of DAV. Today he is the
unquestioned leader of DAV polity and fraternity. The entire
DAV society is guided by his administrative acamen and cultural
eminence. His influence on DAV and Arya Samaj is so
overwhelming that we can call the present day period rightly
as the beginning of ‘Punam Suri Era’.

Even before he took over as President DAV CMC, as
Secretary DAV College Managing Committee he visited the
schools under his Chairmanship, took personal interest in their
growth and development and it goes to his credit that he
changed the entire parameters of thinking from DAV to Arya
Samayj, to Arya Samaj to DAV that had instant effect on the
psyche of the teachers and employees of DAV and it led to
their participation in the spread of vedic philosophy, their
dedication to vedic values with renewed vigour and enthusiasm.
It strengthened their commitment and sincerity to their work
and adoption of more modern and scientific aptitude. Within
a span of just one decade he was rightfully considered as the
future President and helmsman by the DAV society. It was
imperative and it happened after the sad demise of late President
Chopra ji, Dr. Punam Suri, immediately after taking over as
President extended a friendly hand towards those who had
opposed him in election and his truthful intensions resulted in
melting all differences and the DAV Fraternity became one.

He has contributed both in raising the quantity and quality
of educational institutions of DAV. His futuristic vision grounded
to vedic values is a great source of inspiration and encouragement
to all DAV faculty. Under his leadership the no. of institutions has
grown from 700 to about 950 that includes public schools, colleges,
art & science professional colleges, colleges of education, a chain
of technical institutions, Ayurvedic College, Dental Colleges, a
Vedic Research institution, several cultural centres in India and
abroad and a DAV University. The per capita institutional
development is mind blowing. For instance the Jharkhand Chief
Minister requested Dr. Suri to take over 72 schools in his state
which are now with DAV. These schools are situated in far flung
naxlite areas and our President dare to visit these troubled areas
himself. This courageous act on his part is inspiring and motivating
for the Principals. In Punjab and Haryana- police schools are
also run by DAV and similarly there are numerous project schools
which have been handed over to DAV for quality run.

Dr. Suri is himself well versed in the use of latest
technology and that is what he promoted in DAV Management
Office and all institutions. The whole process and procedures

are computerized. The institutions and management offices
are connected through computerized systems that resulted in
huge saving of paper, cutting delays, quick decisions and
enhancing efficiency of work.

As President DAV College Managing Committee, he has
taken a very unique meaningful initiative ‘ Man ki baat’. In
one to one meeting with the President the Principals of DAV
institutions are encouraged to put forth their ideas, doubts,
apprehensions and problems in front of the President directly.
This human, encouraging approach helps in boosting of their
moral, gaining confidence and working with a multiplied sense
of belonging, commitment and sincerity of purpose.

Establishing DAV Centre for Academic Excellence to
promote quality in the working and teaching learning processes
of the schools is another enormous initiative of the President
under which the comprehensive teacher development
programmes for the in service DAV faculty is scheduled at the
national level. Training, empowerment and value inculcation
programmes for teachers have definitely resulted not only in
enhancing of academic performance but also in enabling the
teachers to work for the holistic development of the children -
quality education in the true sense.

Besides these and many more administrative initiatives
Dr. Suri is a socially aware and responsible person who is
deeply committed to the social cause and he initiated many
projects like Project ‘Boond’ to bring about social awareness
about saving water, Swachh School Swachh Bharat,
empowerment of women, girl child promotion, female
infoeticide, sustainable development, preservation of
environment etc. The contribution of Rs. 2.50 Crores on behalf
of DAV Society in Uttarakhand Relief Fund and a similar
amount in PM Relief Fund were milestones in his journey of
social sensitivity and responsibility.

Dr. Suri has aligned his life to the cause of DAV — of taking
DAV movement forward by making critical and creative changes
in the policies and their implementation and by introducing new
meaningful initiatives- thus maintaining the Arya Samaj and DAV
traditions in the best possible manner. He possesses all attributes
for this colossal task. He is a visionary with progressive thinking-
a man of unquestionable integrity, scientific temperament, and
above all he has a skill in human engineering- I think he is the
most effective and most popular President of DAV so far. When
on 30th March, 2017 the Hon’ble President, DAV CMC, was
conferred with the prestigious national honour, the Padam Shri in
acknowledgement of his personal values and beliefs, for the stellar
role he has played in steering DAV flagship in its challenging
voyage, millions of hearts swelled with pride. Each and every
DAVian was overwhelmed with joy and pride and sent their
heartfelt greetings and best wishes To Sir. ... with regards.

-Regional Director Shimla, Himachal Pradesh
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