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Sword in hand, the Rao rushed at the Swami and was
going to strike when the latter wrested it from his
hand, pressed it to the ground and broke it into two.

"I am a Sanyasi and would not pay you in the same
coin. You may go now, God give you better sense to
discriminate between right and wrong."

After Karan Singh had left, many of the people
assembled advised Swamiji to report the matter to the
police. The Swamiji thanked them for their solicitude and observed, "If the
Rao did not behave like a true Kshatriya (warrior), should I too behave
unlike a true Sanyasi? I am unhurt, the Rao should be wiser after this
experience."

This discomfiture, however did not make the Rao wiser, it only
added fuel to the fire of his hatred for the Swami. More than once he hired
assassins to do away with him but fortunately these attempts were foiled
every time. It, however, became known that the Rao was hatching plots
against Swamiji; his good sense got the better of his hatred and he left the
place.

Swamiji's enemies stooped to the meanest devices to end his life.
One day when the Swami was delivering a lecture and hundreds of men and
women were listening in rapt attention, a Brahmin priest rushed through the
assemblage and threw a snake at him and exclaimed in a jubilant tone,
"Mahadeva himself will decide today who is right, you or I."

The snake clung to Swamiji's feet. Speedily he got his feet
disentangled with a single vigorous movement, crushed its head and spoke
to the priest.

"Your God was rather tardy; fortunately I did not follow him. The
issue is decided. Go and tell others that they should not deify false gods, but
should worship the only truly Glorious Almighty."If his adversaries
believed that such measures could deter him from his course of action, they
knew not Dayanand. Opposition and abuse served only to stiffen his
resolve. Armed with deep erudition, dialectical skill, and, above all,
courage that comes with character, he was ready as never before, to
denounce the superstition and practices of the day and to expose the cry of
"Dharma in Danger." He realized as no one else did that it was not their
Dharma but their money that had been jeopardized. Why should he be
unwilling to get involved in the campaign when he took his stand on the
Vedic rock? Malpractice which were eating into the vitals of the society
must be condemned whatever the cost.

A great fair was held at Kakora and the Swami preached on the
occasion, as usual. A large number of men came to him with the request that
he should not run down idolatry and Puranas, but he heeded not. His calm
but firm reply was, "What gives pleasure to you has no charm for me. |
adore God and God alone and preach the same. This is what has been
enjoined by the Vedas. I challenge you to prove if this is not so." There was
none to take up the gauntlet and all went away in dismay.

The leaders of orthodoxy at Farrukhabad took alarm at Dayanand's
ruthless campaign against puranika teaching, and called upon Pt. Sri Gopal
of Meerut to take up the arms against the rebel. A shastrartha (debate for
concluding truth) come off in May 1869. The Pandit quoted a verse from
the Manu Smriti which according to him enjoined that idols should be
worshiped. When the correct meaning of the verse was expounded by the
Swami, the Pandit found it hard to uphold his position. He tried to lengthen
discussion, over the meaning of that verse, but it became clear to him that he
was no match for the erudite Swami.

The supporters of the Pundit found it hard to swallow the
humiliation and hurried him off to Kasi whence he should make haste to
obtain a verdict in favor of idol-worship. Already a Vyavastha (Dictum) had
been prepared by the Pundits of Kashi when of late, a movement against
idol worship had stared in the south, and Pt. Sri Gopal returned with a copy
ofthe said document. The document contained no quotation from the Vedas
authorising idol-worship and ended with spermous attacks on Swami
Dayanand. It was, however , a rare treasure for Pt. Sri Gopal, who hastened
to send a copy of it to Swamini. It only excited the latter's laughter, and he
could not help saying,"This give me an idea of the learning of Kasi, I shall
know more of it, when I reach there". To be continued...
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