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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

Swamiji deeply deplored the want of
suitable institutions for teaching Sanskrit.
One day, he remarked to a disciple of his,
Baldev Prasad by name, "Baldev, the sons of
the rich are attracted by English and
Persian, and the destitute remain to receive
instruction in Snskrit. How can society go
ahead?" Among other things, one of
Swamiji's objects in visiting calcutta was to found there a
pathashala on true Vedic lines. But the idea could not be
materialized for want of practical support.

It would not be out of place to put down the impressions
of a Bengali youth, Manmatha Nath Chowdhri, B.A., who was
so much struck by Swamiji.s learned discourses, and purity
of character that he began to live with him. He wrote all this in
1900 in a latter to Devendra Babu, the well-known
biographer of Swamiji, "Since [ had occasions to watch the
activities of Swamiji, at clock quarters, I know certain thing
which others could not. Swamiji used to get up at 3 o' close in
the morning and would start Yoga which would ordinarily
continue for three hours. from 9 to 12 he would receive
visitors whose queries he kept on answering. At 12 he would
take his midday meals, and then from 1P.M. to 9 P.M. he
would keep discussing religious topics with people who were
constantly coming to him. Every moment I felt that he was
born with a mission."

" have seldom come across a man with greater
independence of character. If anybody really loved
democracy, it was Swaiji. Many rajas used to call on him and
perhaps expected differential treatment, but he treated all
alike. He was a model of selfless patriotism and loftiness of
character."From Calcutta, Swamiji proceeded to Hoogly
where he delivered several lectures. Here he had a discussion
with Pundit Tara Charan whom he had silenced in Kashi
Shastrartha at the very outset. He fared no better now, and
finding himself hard pressed exclaimed desperately, "All
worship is absurd." Swamiji asked Pundit Tara Charan in
private why he advocated idol worship when he did not believe
in it. He said in plain words,"] quite agree with you that idol
worship is not warranted by the Vedas nor do I believe in it.
But if I say that openly, my livelihood will be jeopardized.
Maharaj sahib will sack me out, the day I will reveal what I
have in my heart."

Leaving Hoogly, Swamiji went to Bhagalpur where he
stayed for a month and then left for Patna. From Patna he
proceeded to Chhapra. The orthodox section pf Chhapra
approached one Pandit Jagannath to hold a discussion with
Swamiji. He declined, for in case he saw the face of Dayanand,
the nastika, he would have to pay for his guilt. Swamiji
suggested a way out of the difficulty-a curtain might be hung
between them. Pundit Jagannath had no course left but to
take up the challenge. A screen was actually hung between
them and the discussion began. Swamiji put him some
questions in Sanskrit from the Smritis, but Pandit Jagannath
broke down at the outset, so much so that he could not speak
a sentence of correct Sanskrit, and refused to proceed with
the Shastrartha. There after Swamiji visited Dumroan, Kashi,
Kanpur, Lucknow, Farrukhabad, Aligarh, Mathura,
Brindaban. His discourses at each place attracted large
audiences and carried conviction to the minds of those
present. When he proved to them the sublimity of the original
Aryan Faith, and how degeneration had set in chiefly on
account of the self seeking priesthood then every soul present
there was filled with emotions.

To be continued...
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