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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

A curious and prolonged controversial
debate took place between Dayanand Saraswati
and the pundits, but the latter notwithstanding
their boasted learning and deep insight into the
Shastras met with a signal cofusion. Finding it
impossible to overcome the great man by a
regular discussion the pundits resorted to the
adoption of a sinister course to fulfill their
purpose. They made over to the sage an extract from the Puranas that
favoured idolatry, saying that it is the text from the Vedas. The latter
was pondering over it, when the host of pundits, headed by the
Maharaja himself, clapped their hands, signifying the defeat of the
great pundit in the religious warfare. Though mortified greatly at the
unmanly conduct and bad treatment of the Maharajs, Dayanand
Swami has not lost courage. He is still waging the religious contest
with more earnestness that ever. Though alone, he stands undaunted
in the midst of a host of opponents. He has the shield of truth to protect
him, and his banner of victory is waved in the air. The pundit has
lately published a pamphlet, entitled the Satya Dharma Vichara,
containing particulars of the religious contest above alluded to, and
has issued a circular calling on the pundits of Banaras to show the part
of the Vedas which sanctions idol-worship. No one has ventured to
make his appearance.

It i1s significant, that several years after this contest when
Dayanand visited Banaras, on his return from Bombay, the Maharaja
sent him word that he should grace him with a visit. Swamiji did not
like to go but when the request was repeated the next day, and an
officer turned up with a carriage, Swamiji agreed. He was received
respectfully and seated on the royal throne. The Maharaja put a
garland of flowers round his neck, paid his respects and remarked, "I
have been worshiping idols since long, and therefore I had the painful
duty of opposing you. If my conduct at the time of shastrartha
(meaningful discussion for knowing truth) annoyed you in any way, I
beg your pardon."

Another pertinent fact needs to be told. One Goswami
Ghanashyam Das went from Multan to Banaras where he met
Balshashtri and question him as to who had won at the well-known
Shastarrtha of Banaras. "we are householders, and Dayanand a
sanyasi, deserving respect at our hands; there is no meaning in
holding a discussion with him," replied Balshastri.

The learning of Banaras had not the patience to hear Dayanand out.
He had been hooted down and abused, but the echo of this combat
spread throughout the country, and Dayanand's name became famous
all over India. The pundits of Banaras were bound the chains of
ignorance. They had got so used to darkness that light seemed to hurt
their eyes. But not so the whole of India. There were some who dared
to think and see the light. They had begun to realize that Dayanand
was not only a destroyer but a builder and not merely a rebel but a
redeemer too.

From Banaras, Swami Dayanand went to Allahabad where the
Kumbha fair was going to be held. People flocked to hear his lectures
on idol-worship and the ideas of many a hearer brought a fundamental
change. After staying for about a month at Allahabad, the Swami
proceeded to Mirzapur, where he remained for about two months.
Here too, his speeches had a wholesome effect. Many pundits gave up
idol-worship, and began performing Sandhya regularly. In 1870, the
Swami returned to Banaras and continued his exposition of Vaidic
truths. The Maharaja of Bharatpur, Riwan, and Nairwa paid a visit to
the Swami during his stay at Banaras, this time. They were highly

pleased to hear him talk on the existence of God.
To be continued...
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