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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

It was courage of Dayanand only that he
challenged a king, because he was such a
Sanyasi who didn't compromise truth- whole of
his life. Then he went to Jaipur, where, as usual,
he delivered sermons and held discussions. He
accepted many challenges for debate, but where
it came to actual discussion, the challengers
turned back. The Swami's presence itself was
sanctifying, and many people who came to hear him went back,
feeling dignified for having been in his company.

In 1866, the Swami went to Ajmer, where he started a
vigorous denunciation of 1idol-worship. He told people about ill-
effects of idol worship and many social evils degrading our society.
His outspoken utterances and his masterly exposition of the
doctrines of Hindu Religion attracted large audiences. He issued
challenges, and discussed to his antagonists. One of them was Rev.
Mr. Robinson, who became a great admirer of Swami after the
discussion. He praised, "Swami is profoundly versed in Vedas. I
have never seen so learned a man in my entire life. Such individuals
are rare in the world and their company can be productive to all."
The Swami called upon Mr. Davidson, the commissioners of Ajmer
and urged him the necessity of eradicating social evils by
legislation. The reply of the latter was that the Government was not
prepared to interfere in matters related to religion. He approached
the Agent to the Governor-General with a request to stop cow-
killing in India, setting forth in detail the consequences. The Agent
intimated him his regret that he was unable to do anything in the
matter.

The Kumbh Fair of Hardwar was approaching and
Dayanand thought it was a magnificent opportunity for him to
preach his doctrines. He, therefore, with three or four followers of
his went to Hardwar, and took up his abode in a temporary shed
which was put up about three miles from the town. It was a month
before the actual date of the fair. Thousands of Hindus of all faiths
were pouring in every day, and Dayanand had time enough to
observe things. Here he saw Puranic Hindhism at its worst. His
experience had already shown him enough of the ignorance that
prevailed, but this visit there was an eye-opener. The fair was a sad
spectacle of the dark and false side of religion displayed in with all
nakedness. So much of idol-worship, of fraud practiced on blind
innocent people, of depravity, he had never seen before. His heart
ached at the sight he saw every day.

It was here that Dayanand realised the enormity of the task

) before him. But undaunted he unfurled his war flags, Pakhand

Khandani Pataka (flange of war against hypocrisy) and began
speaking against idolatry and other evil practices in the name of
religion and spirituality he had witnessed. Such a vehement
denunciation of idol-worship, the huge fraud of pilgrimages,
Puranic belief and similar conventional creeds at Hardwar, their
very stronghold was an uncommon sight. There was a commotion,

| and Dayanand was the centre of talk of the huge gathering. High

and low, rich and poor, impelled by curiosity flocked to his place
and listened to him with dump surprise. Some returned with their

¢ faiths shaken, others half-confused, still others indignant with the

Pandas whose vital interest was adversely affected by the vigorous
onslaughts of Dayanand. It was a chellenge to the demon of
superstition in his den. But Dayanand took the challenge and
jumped into the den. He fought for whole of his life and sacrifice
himself for the same. A counter-campaign was started to decry the

Swami and his teachings. /
g To be continued...
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