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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

Swamiji's tour of Bengal and
U.P. was complete. Orthodoxy had
received a rude shaking Dayanand
was the talk of the day. Those who
had eyes to see saw in his revolt
India's redemption from the evils.

On the 26th of October, 1874,
Swamiji was in Bombay. He was back to the land of
Saurastra at last. He had left this land as Mool
Shanker- an obscure run away from home, a quarter
of a century before, and returned as Dayanand
Saraswati- a socio - religious reformer unequaled in
scholarship and saintliness. The reader is already
familiar with the stages of this evolution. His
wanderings in quest of soul's homeland, the
hardships suffered the disciplined life he led, the
assiduity with which he studied the ancient lore-
these need no recapitulation. They only go to prove
the truth of the oft-quoted verse:

The heights by great men reached and kept
were not attained by sudden flight.
But they, while their companions slept

Were toiling upwards in the night.Swamiji's arrival
created a stir in the city. Hundreds of men and
women came to have his darshana and to hear him.
The orthodox pundits scented danger and started
propaganda to stop people from going to Swamiji.
Some remarked that he was a government spy,
others that he was a Christian in the garb of a Hindu
sanyasi, others to turn the authorities against him
had the audacity to say that he was an agent of Nana
sahib-the great rebel in the Indian Mutiny. Swamiji
did not feel perturbed at this fabrication, because he
knew that his onslaughts on Pauranic faith were
bound to provoke the wrath of self-seeking priests
who would protect their interests by fair means or
foul.

Swamiji's denunciation of the evil practices held
sacred by Vallabhacharis (a powerful Vaishnava
sect) created a flurry among the leaders of that sect.
One of them Goswami Jiwanji, mad in his fanaticism
determined to do away with the reformer. He hired
some ruffians who were constantly following
Swamiji, but got no opportunity for assault. This
method not succeeding, he tried another. He
promised Sawanji's cook, a reward of Rs.1000, if he
should poison his master's food. As an earnest he
gave him five rupees and some sweets, and by way of
assurance handed him a note confirming the reward
in the event of accomplishment of his purpose.
Swamiji got a clue to this affair, and when the
servant returned, he questioned him;

To be continued...
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