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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

At Anupashahar, a Brahmin came to
Swamiji and present him with a betel-leaf.
The an suspecting Swami took the leaf and
began to chew it, but it did not take him long
to discover that poison had been mixed with
it. Without speaking a word to this deceitful
Brahmin, he ran to the Ganges, to perform
Neoli-karma( an action to bring out substance from stomach
by vomiting). Fortunately this was successful and the Swami
kept quiet about the affair. But somehow the admirers of
Swamiji got clue of this deadly attempt, and they were
naturally not so forgiving. Among these was Sayyad Mahmud,
the Tehsildar of Anupashahar who sent for the scoundrel and
sent him to the lock-up. When Mahmud went to enquire about
Swamiji's health, he was self praising for the punishment he
had administered to the Brahmin, he was amazed to find
Swamiji annoyed.

"Have I done anything to displease you "

"Of course; I have come into the world to relieve people
from captivity, not to see them sent into prison. If the wicked
do not forsake their wickedness, why should the good their
goodness? [ cannot be false to my own self."

This was a surprise for Sayyad Mahmud; a more
forgiving, tranquil soul he had not come across all his life. The
criminal, it is needless to say, was acquitted.

This was only one of the many murderous attempts
made on the Swami's life. At Karnvas, Rao Karan Singh, a
richman of Barali, a Vaishnavite by creed, who had come to
bathe in the Ganges, came to Swamini's cottage accompanied
by twelve armed men. He had been deeply aggrieved at
Swamiji's criticism of Vaishnavism and had come to teach him
alesson.

"Where shall I sit?" said he in haughty tone.

"Wherever you like."

"I shall sit where you sit."

"I have no objection"; said the Swami, and the latter
made room for him on his seat.

"I understand that you denounce the Ganges and
Avatars (incarnation of God); take note if you do anything
against them in my presence, it will go hard with you."

"What I consider true I shall speak without fear of any
person. How can you give credence to it? By the way, what is
this mark on your forehead, Rao sahib?"

"It 1s Shri (Hall mark of Vaishnavites) and those who
don't putiton are Chandals".

"Was your father a Vaishnavite?"

"NO."

"The inference is clear."At this Rao Sahib got angry,
laying his hand on the hilt of his sword he cried, "Hold your
tongue, or you will pay a heavy price."

The Swami stood unmoved, while the Rao with blood-
red eyes was raining invectives on the inoffensive Sadhu.

"Karan Singh, if you want to fight, this is not the place
for it, you had better try your hands against some ruler worth
your steel, if you want a discussion, invite your guru, and he
will find me ready."

To be continued...
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