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( VedaPrarthana-Il : Regveda-21/2 )

| Resolve to Prevent Bad Thoughts
Coming to My Mind

TUfE ATeTy feRAgTetT vidEfa |

ﬁ%qmggmwﬁw
T 0

rgdag 6/45/1

Paropehi manaspapa
kimashamstani shamsasi.
Parehi na tvam kamaye
vraksham vanani samchar
graheshu goshu me manah.
(Atharva Veda 6:45:1)

Religious texts of all major
religions in the world state and
teach us that we should refrain from
sin or evil. What is sin or evil and
why should we refrain from them?
According to the Vedas sins are
those karmas/deeds which are not
worth performing because in the
short and/or long term they hurt
both the doer and also others.

All thoughtful human beings by
their innate nature desire
prosperity, success and happiness
in their lives. To accomplish these
goals successfully, most persons
think of a variety of methods, some
of which are virtuous, honest and
honorable while others are bad,
sinful, dishonest and non
honorable. Many persons often
have thoughts that on some
occasins lying, deception,
cheating, stealing, bribery,
injustice, favoritism, or other types
of wrong conduct are all okay and
acceptable to succeed. Some
persons have less of these
wrongful thoughts and others more
so. On other occasions, same
persons have thoughts that
virtuous conduct in life is always
the right and honorable method and
one should refrain from wrong
conduct under all circumstances.
This mental struggle/quarrel
between right and wrong conduct
often goes on people's minds with
suppoting and refuting arguments

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

on both sides.

when an average person
thinks of doing a bad, dishonest
or sinful deed, in his/her mind the
following types of wrongly
supportive arguments emerge.
What is the harm if | also cheat
because in the society around me
and all over the world there is
rampant corruption and dis
honesty? This is the era of
Kaliyuga (era when sin will often
prevail over virtue) and without bad
or sinful methods one cannot
succeed in life. am dshonest and
sinful in only a very small amount
whereas others are way more
sinful. I will do this sinful deed only
this one time, and in the future will
completely refrain from sinful
deeds. As a result of this small
financial cheating no particular
individual will be hurt. The wealth |
gain by cheating is not for my
individual benefit alone but would
also benefit my family, relatives and
friends. | will donate part of the
money (though ill-gained) to charity
to help the less fortunate in the
society, town and nation. Thus, |
will be able to help and benefit so
many persons and nobody would
even know or be hurt by my ill-
earned money. Such are the
arguments in a person's mind and
thoughts to justify doing a wrong
deed. if the person has a weak
integrity and the mind is not
resolute (because of past bad
sanskars), even while knowing in
his/her heart and mind that the
deed he/she is about to perform is
wrong and sinful, yet due to greed,
temporary financial gain and
apparent prosperity, the person
goes ahead with the deed.

To Be Continue....
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