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The Arya Samaj Act-an Inevitable Necessity

Lt. Col. Vinaya Kumar (Retd.)

Came across Mr Atul Sehgal on social

net working platform when I read his

article ‘A Rationalist View of God’

(Speaking Tree TOI June, 2012). I wrote
another article as a sequel to his said article,
titled as ‘Rationalization of the Arya Samaj’.
On this he sent me a four page article on the
Arya Samaj, Institution, a draft chapter no. 15
of his forthcoming book. Again I revised his
said draft chapter and introduced the need of
“The Arya Samaj Act’.

The Arya Samaj Act-An Inevitable
Necessity. During the last 400r50 years, the
growth of the Arya Samaj has stagnated in the
existing establishments; the membership is
conspicuous by the absence of young blood.
The zeal and the drive to recruit new members
in Southern, Eastern and Western states of the
country is not visible. Even in the existing
establishments the single minded dedication
and commitment to the institution’s mission is
not in evidence. In recent years, the attitude of
many members of the Arya Samaj towards
irrational and superstitious practices like
idolatry has become indifferent because of
social necessity. Superstitions and irrational
rituals can only be banished if you have a rigid
attitude against them, not if you are indifferent
towards them. This objective can only be
achieved under a strong sole leadership of the
institution of the Arya Samaj, which is missing
under the present context. The mismanagement
of the Arya Samaj is retarding the tempo, if not
defeating the purpose of the work that the Arya
Samaj is meant to perform.

It is unfortunate that even at the present
time ninety percent of Hindus practice idol
worship; follow the hierarchical caste system
based on birth; believe in astrology and
perform all those rituals which Swami
Dayanand had strongly denounced. Here is a

point for thorough analysis! The Arya Samaj
has great responsibility on its shoulders. The
institution needs service of an army of young
men and women as activists to continue the
fight against the aforesaid evils of the Hindu
society in particular and the remaining
humankind as a whole.

Arya Samaj is neither a communal nor a
sectarian organization. It is an institution
consisting of noble, rational minded people
who strongly believe in the concept of global
family and universal brotherhood. There is a
great need to strengthen this institution, and it
can only be ensured by positioning the
institution of the Arya Samaj under a sole legal
leadership. Let us learn from the precedents. In
1925 The Sikh Gurdwaras were being
mismanaged and were declared the private
property of the Mahants (Religious Teacher),
which led to the unrest within the Sikh
Community. The central government conceived
an idea to sort out the problem. The Govt.

Conveyed to the Sikhs through their
scholars and sardars that they should stop their
movement and accept this peaceful offer to the
Govt. would themselves liberate the Gurdwaras
from the Mahants and hand them over to SGPC
and hold the periodical elections of its president
and office bearers. It is how SGPC was formed
and thus they got legal central leadership. The
precedent was again demanded by the Sikh
Community and thus Delhi Gurdwaras
Management Committee (DGPC) 1974 came
into effect. As explained above, the institution
of the Arya Samaj as a whole  is
administratively in great shambles. This does
not refer to a particular Arya Samaj. It is about
the institution of the Arya Samaj as a whole!
This is the time when we must approach the
state to intervene as it has become inevitable to
bring the situation under control. 00
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