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Punarehi vachaspate devena
manasa saha.
Vasoshpate nirmaya
mayyevastu mayi shrutam.
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Another very desirable
characteristic of ideal teacher is
his/her selflessness i.e. he/she
does not teach students and oth-
ers with the main aim of earning
money in return for teaching. If
gaining wealth in return for teach-
ing is the principal aim, then for
that teacher teaching becomes a
business, and business clearly is
not a selfless endeavour. Ateacher
without having selflessness and
high ideals cannot nurture similar
ideals and character in his/her pu-
pils. When a teacher's main goal
becomes earning wealth, then he/
she prefers to teach students who
come from families with wealth and
prosperity and less inclined to put
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same amount of energy in teach-
ing those students who are poor
or have less resources. In Vedic
sanskritii.e. culture/tradition edu-
cation was given free, on an equal
basis to all who showed commit-
ment to learning. When education
is free then there would more likely
be selflessness and lack of favor-
itism or prejudice.

This Veda mantra addresses
an acharya i.e. a master teacher
as vasopate which means that
acharya is home/learned in many
areas of knowledge that would be
useful to his/her students. While
the teacher may have expertise in
one particular area of knowledge,
nevertheless he/she should have
significant command in many com-
mon fields of knowledge e.g. lan-
guage, universe, nature, zoology,
botany, chemistry, physics, atmo-
sphere, electricity, air, water,
oceans, minerals, space, human
body, health, what foods are worth
eating and which avoided for good
health and long life, common rem-
edies, social organization, town,
city and nation's administration,

(oA g I ) 3T TeT FeTe Yeht9T &l ...

19 H o 1 w2
ot ST & & et g
ol § I91-foey | a9 &) S
H YehTe, enfHes e, J&iehi &
e 37U LR T TER A
e 3Tt &, 1370k Ha iR aefom
RRECICES CIR IR CE ek ms |
EREIGICHREE A AR CA|
e gag T B TR 3T T
T "ol § S g AR
TS TEl € SR SR Hehed ol
frefer 781 | afcs 31 THS 279t
TR Sfceh Gl 1 TR st
T 50 TG 1 hiHd ol Feard
TeRTeT ST HRIHeT & Hedr 9
10 93 H IUGT HUAN Sl S
Fifer T STt 3 el o Teh ¥H,
T 9d AR Tk @ed e form
TRd 1 g1 fed @i S+ e E
T | ek & o1 A TR T=e W
ff @] e T fR 3% o
39 T 379 YRAR 1 91 g
o Sent off S=fg gy =l )
g Wy, o797 o, STut Weanfd
SO 9fH T T&T & e ! Bl
¥, T8 &Hen el | 8 1 fommi
| Afg eren s @ & @ gl
T HeH T 3 @ < & A
foheg <19l gHen fo=ami @ 2 @
39 HeyH €, IS el SHieTy 31
T el § A § 7 39 91 Th
Heheu eiiford foh womeT =16l ol =) |
Teh T YehTeT <t STET T& |
- TEm=ET

history, past wars, virtuous conduct in
life, soul, God, meditation and how to
achieve moksha i.e. God realization
and the liberation of soul. In this man-
ner, the teacher can help make the stu-
dents proficientin many areas of knowl-
edge rather than the students's exper-
tise restricted to one area of knowledge
only which he/she cannot interconnect
with other spheres of knowledge.
Another remarkable message
of this mantra is that the topics of
knowledge which teachers teach
and what students learn from it
should be well understood by both
of them, so that the knowledge
settles in long term memory of
both of them. This is only possible
if the teacher reviews the topics on
multiple occasions and ascertains
that the students have deeply
learned and memorized the topic
by heart. On the other hand, if the
teacher does not have command
over a study subject and imparts
the knowledge superficially by
reading books or class-notes to the
students, then such knowledge is
not of much use because at the
time of practical application of the
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knowledge the student would fail
to recall the necessary information.

Finally, this mantra states that
a student becomes truly learned
only by trying to learn a topic over
and over again by him/herself, un-
til he/she has mastery over the
subject, and more so if that knowl-
edge is further reinforced by self-
less teachers. Such students then
can make practical use of their
knowledge and learning in a virtu-
ous manner, both for their own per-
sonal growth, prosperity and hap-
piness as well as with their high
ideals and virtuous deeds promote
prosperity and happiness for their
families, society, nation and the
world. May God bless us that in
our nation, the old Vedic educa-
tional traditions are re-established,
and again people have virtuous
character, are healthy, strong and
brave, and have financial prosper-
ity. Also, in our nation, people
should no longer have selfishness
or perform non-virtuous deeds.

To Be Continue....
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