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Mahe cha na tvamadrivah
para shulkaya diyase.
Na sahasraya nayutaya vajrivo
na shataya shatamagh.
Sam Veda 3/6/9

This Veda mantra instructs
human beijngs to never give up or
shortchange one's faith and trust
in God and His teachings at any
cost due to greed and/or the lure
of money whether the wealth is
measured in hundreds, measured
in thousands, or measured in lacs
(100,000) or crores (billions). One
must always follow God's virtuous
teachings as recommended in the
Vedic scriptures, have high moral
ideals and discipline in personal life,
and follow social rules for the well
functioning of the society, because
all of these get us closer to God.
Various sensual pleasures that can
be purchased by money are all
transient and insignificant when
one compares it to the bliss and
joy one obtains upon realization of
God.

God has ultimately created all
the wonderful things we enjoy inthe
world and He has given us instruc-
tions how to utilize them in a proper
ways. God through the Vedas and
other Vedic scriptures instructs us
to maintain virtuous values and
moral disciplines while enjoying
various things made of prakriti
(matter). Human beings who dis-
obey God's instructions and ac-
ceptable moral disciplines, and in-
stead use devious or dishonest
methods (karmas) to gain objects
that give transient pleasures, then
become deserving of God's punish-
ment.

Human beings whose view
about life and intellect is shallow
and shortsighted, they aim at
things, which give transient plea-
sure or happiness and do not think
what would be the long term results
of such actions. Their main focus
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Dear God, May | never give up my faith in You at any cost

is on enjoyment of life 'in now and
present, who knows tomorrow will
even come.' They put aside and
ignore the universal societal rules
of truth, dharma, honesty, virtue,
justice etc. and try to gain others
wealth through whatever wrong
means possible including decep-
tion, fear, bribing, temptation, and
utilize the gained wealth for tran-
sient unworthy pleasures of
senses. Such persons forget that
God the Creator of the world and
provider of all its gifts is All Know-
ing and not a simpleton who would
not find out their deception and
flaunting of His rules as well as not
give them appropriate punishment
for their wrong or sinful deeds.

In this mantra God is ad-
dressed as Vajrivah which means
His strength is endless i.e. He is
Almighty. Any person who obtains
fulfillment of his desires by devious
or bad means and breaks God's
teachings, he/she without fail will
receive appropriate punishment
based upon God's perfect justice.
When one closely examines the
essential needs of human body,
one would notice that they are quite
limited. Our stomach is only a few
inches long which to fill up requires
limited amount of food, our physi-
cal body is around 5-6 feet long to
cover it we need limited clothing,
for our sleep, we require a bed, and
our shelter a small sized space
(house). If a person expands his/
her needs beyond one's earnings,
then the person to gain money has
to either borrow or use sinful means
such as lying, cheating, deception
and stealing. Other unjst examples
include direct or indirect bribing to
gain unjust financial advantage,
false recommendations from
people in authority, having inside
information in stock trading etc.
because all of these are against
societal rules of fairness, honesty
and integrity. All such acts move
us away from God even though we
may practice religious rituals. Such
acts this Veda mantra states is
called giving up, shortchanging, or
selling one's trust in God and His
teachings due to the lure of money.
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All deeds and actions that are
unjust and/or sinful remain wrong
even if they are performed in a
temple, gurudwara, church,
mosque or other types of religious
or non-religious places The so
called pious places are not exempt
from sin just like sinful deeds done
at home, school, office, factory,
business, or other places of work.
When people do such deeds they
have forgotten God and have truly
become atheists.

People forget that creature
comforts and pleasures obtained
from ill&gotten wealth are all tran-
sient and limited to senses but do
not give inner happiness, content-
ment, or fulfilment to the soul.
Moreover, even if the creature com-
forts obtained by ill-gotten wealth
last 20-30-40 years, in the end at
our death will be all left on the earth.
Nobody has taken their wealth,
houses, clothes with them in after-
life, only our soul remains. People
who have done sinful deeds in this
life, based on God's judgment will
be reborn in lower life forms such

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

as animals, birds, or insects. One
can watch a feral street dog or cat,
it has no regular house or shelter,
has to hunt or scavenge for food
and often goes hungry. Even if it
was a pet dog or cat and had bet-
ter access to food or shelter, it still
is an animal without free will at the
mercy of others living a life of
bhoga, without an opportunity to do
new karmas and move closer to
God and bliss.

Dear God, please open our
inner eyes and bless us with the
wisdom to avoid the temptation or
lure of any ill-gotten money or
wealth, whether it be in thousands,
millions or billions. May we never
shortchange or disobey Your virtu-
ous teachings. May we never for-
sake You even at the cost of death
of our physical body. We will al-
ways remember that we can never
deceive You. Dear God, with Your
grace may we fulfill our this prayer.

To Be Continue....
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