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Veda Prarthana- Il
Rigveda - 27

Akshairma divya krshimit
krshasva vittae ramasva
bahumanyamiinah.

Tatra gavah kitava tatrajaya
tanme vichashte savita ayam
aryah.

Rig Veda 10/34/ 13

Vedic dharma encourages us
to earn wealth by performing jobs
that require effort, hard work, and
necessary sacrifice. Also, it
recommends against earning
money by jobs that do not require
hard work, effort or ‘sweat.” The
reason for this that when money
is earned or handed to a person
who makes no or minimal effort,
then the wealth promotes the
person to become lazy, negligent
and prone to various indulgences
or vices. The best example of this
in the society is young persons
who suddenly inherit or are given
large amount of wealth by their
parents or grandparents without
being required to work hard to earn
it. In turn, many such young
persons become lazy, callous,
indulgent and some of the worse
affected become undisciplined,
immoral, atheist, full of vices,
anarchist, and other criminal
activities. Because their children
inherit large amount of wealth
without doing hard work, they
become lazy, callous, indulgent,
atheist, get into many vices such
as gambling, deception etc. If their
parents had taught them the value
of money earned by hard work and
not given them large amounts of
free money, it is likely that the
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Human Beings Do Not Gamble, Earn Wealth by Virtuous Means

children would not have developed
non-virtuous values and gotten
involved in vices.

It is an ignorant person who
thinks that he/she would become
wealthy and prosper by putting in
the least amount of effort. His one
rupee will turn into two, two to four,
four to eight and by building
castles in the air (in hislher mind),
he/she would become millionaire
or billionaire overnight. ‘Becoming
rich without hard work’, this mental
weakness of people, started the
tradition of lottery ticket selling all
over the world, by telling them if
they buy a one or five rupee ticket
they may win and become over
night millionaire.

Many persons try their luck by
buying lottery tickets, gambling on
horse races, poker and other card
games, gambling in the stock
market and a variety of other types
of gambling. Millions of persons
lose their money in the process
and only an occasional winner
becomes a millionaire. The idea of
becoming a millionaire in this
manner is in fact an act of mental
violence and injustice because the
joy of one person is based on the
hurt of millions of persons.
Unfortunately, this vice and
deception of ‘ quick riches’ i.e.
becoming wealthy without doing
hardwork, in the past 50 years has
been promoted all over the world
by governmental authorities to
create revenue. The result is that
millions of persons all over the world
whether living in villages, small
towns, or cities, by gambling, have
lost their meager income and many
have destroyed their homes,
families or businesses hoping that
they will have the ‘winning ticket
next time.” Moreover, once they
destroy themselves and/or their
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families they become subjects of
scorn and/or pity in their comm-
unity.

Wealth generated by hard
work through agriculture,
business, factory or office work,
manufacturing goods, artistic work
etc., in contrast to gambling, gene-
rates fulfllment, self esteem, honor,
peace, and inner joy. A person who
earns money by doing hard work
usually uses it wisely for
necessary and useful items such
as buying a house, household
appliances like stoves for cooking,
refrigerators  and/or  air-
conditioners, means for transport
like a scooter or car, computers
etc. and does not waste his/her
money on useless baubles.

When a person becomes very
greedy with a desire for ‘quick
wealth’, then he/she loses his/her
morality of, what is virtuous versus
non-virtuous, dharma versus
adharma, right versus wrong, just
versus unjust. When the overrid-
ing goal of a person becomes gain-
ing wealth by any means possible,
then the person is willing to short-
change societal and governmental
rules of conduct, laws and fairness
to all others. He/she starts to lie,
cheat, deceive, steal at work or in
business. The worst offenders even
resort to violence by intimidation,
robbing, murder, and associating
with criminal organizations like
goonda gangs in India, mafia or
terrorist organizations. A few such
vicious greedy persons then try to
make life less peaceful, worri-
some, and miserable for thousands
and millions of other law-abiding
persons. Commercial enterprises

- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

all over the world, these days ex-
ploit the public’s greed for cheap
goods by offering newest types of
‘sales’ promotions. To attract cus-
tomers there are all types of sales
pitches: Buy one and get second
item of equal or less value free; buy
one hundred grams of an item and
the next fifty grams is free. The truth
is that no shop or a business could
survive if they sold items free or
less than their cost. These sale
gimmicks are truly a deception,
which many societies have now
gotten used to and have accepted.
Nevertheless, they are deceptions
appealing to our greed of getting
something without doing hard work.

The Vedas state that persons
who work hard and are honest in
earning their living and gaining
wealth, they alone find true
happiness and peace in life. They
would find fulfillment, self-esteem,
and develop courage to fight for
what is right and virtuous.
Moreover, their spouses, children,
and families would also find
happiness in life, as well as such
persons would be honored by the
society. Farmers would not lose
their animals to lenders or loan-
sharks who give them loans to
support their gambling habits. To
make our lives successful, dear
God may we always follow Your
message and inspiration as stated
in this Veda mantra, to do hard
work, and not be tempted by
gambling and false hopes of good
luck to gain wealth.

To Be Continue....
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