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The Myth of the Aryan Invasion of India

Article By David Frawley

(Conti. old education)

A ryan Gods like Indra, Agni, Saraswati
and the Adityas are praised as being
like a city. Many ancient kings,

including those of Egypt and Mesopotamia,

had titles like destroyer or conqueror of
cities. This does not turn them into nomads.

Destruction of cities also happens in modern

wars; this does not make those who do this

nomads. Hence the idea of the Vedic culture
as destroying but not building cities is based
upon ignoring what the Vedas actually say
about their own cities. Further excavations
revealed that the Indus Valley culture was
not destroyed by outside invasion, but
according to internal causes and, most
likely, floods. Most recent of new set of
cities has benn found in India(like the

Dwaraka and Bet Dwaraka sites by S.R. Rao

and the National Institute of Oceanography

in India) which are intermediate between
those of the Indus culture and later ancient

India as visited by the Greeks. This may

eliminate the so-called dark age following

the presumed Aryan invasion and shows a

continuous urban occupation in India back

to the beginning of the Indus culture.

The interpretation of the religious of the
Indus Valley culture-made incidentally by
scholars much as Wheeler who were not
religious scholars much less students of
Hinduism-was that its religion was different
than the Vedic and more likely the later
Shaivite religion. Hence it was thought by
them to be a kind of early Dravidian
Shaivite religion. However, further
excavations-both in Indus Valley sites in
Gujarat, like Lothal, and those in Rajasthan,

like Kalibangan-show large number of fire
altars like those used in the Vedic relighion
along with bones of oxen, potsherds, shell
jewelry and other item used in rituals
described in the Vedic Brahmanas. Hence
the Indus Valley culture evidence many
Vedic practices that cannot be merely
coincidental. That some of its practices
appeared non-Vedic to its excavators may
also be attributes to their misunderstanding
or lack of knowledge of Vedic and Hindu
culture generally, wherein Vedism and
Shaivism are the same basic tradition.

We must remember that ruins do not
necessarily have one interpretation. Nor
does the ability to discover ruins necessarily
gives the ability to interpret them correctly.
The Vedic people were thought to have been
a fair-skinned race like the Europeans
owning to the Vedic idea of a war between
light and darkness, and the Vedic people
being presented as children of the light or
children of the sun. yet this idea of a war
between light and darkness exists in most
ancient cultures, including the Persian and
the Egyptian. Why don't we interpret their
scripture as war between light and dark
skinned people? It is purely a poetic
metaphor, not a culture statement. Moreover,
no real traces of such a race are found in

India. Anthropologists have observed that

the present population of Gujarat is
compresent of more or less the same ethnic
groups as noticed at Lothal in 2000 BC.
Similarly, the present population of the
Punjab is said to be ethnically the same as
the population of Harappa and Rupar four
thousand years ago. (Centi. to next education) 00
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