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Arya Samaj in India

Article By Nitisha

wami Dayananda is the founder of
the Arya Samaj. He was born in 1824
| in a Brahmin family. Swami
M Dayananda started his education at
the age of five. Dayanand’s father was his
teacher who taught him Vedic education. He
learnt Sanskrit and the rules of grammar and
their application. He also studied logic,
philosophy, law and ethics etc. But he was
not contented with that much of knowledge.
He pondered over the problem of life
and death. He became a Sadhu, wandered all
over India, met a number of Sadhus and
pandits and quenched his spiritual thirst.
Dayananda’s education was completed with
his meeting with Swami Virjanand
Saraswati. Swami Virjanand took a pledge
from Dayananda that he (Daynanda) should
devote his life to the dissemination of truth.
In those days, the British rule in India
created the problems of untouchability that
condemned the Shudras to a sub-human
existence, child marriage, the purdah
system, illiteracy and the low status of
women. The heinous practice of Sati was
also prevalent during the colonial rule.
These problems, that branched out from the
colonial oppression in India made
Dayananda restless and uneasy.
Furthermore the Britisi.ers tried to reduce
India to an agricultural colony of England
because their desire was that India would
only produce raw materials for British
factories and thereafter India would become
the captive market where the machine made
goods from England will be sold. Dayanand
believed that it was made possible due to the
prevalence of superstitions, religious

diversity, multiplicity of sects, scores of
religious gurus and sub-faiths each running
down the other. The predominance of the
Brahmin priests and their role in hindering
the spread of Bhakti Movements might be
attributed to the causation of India’s
backwardness at that time. The Brahmin
priests were considered the final authority for
all matters, particularly in rituals and customs
and nobody could question their authority.
The householders always tried to keep
the Brahmin in good humour by paying him
handsomely and feeding him satisfactorily.
All these were possible due to blind faith,
superstition and ignorance of people in
Indian society. Nevertheless such traditional
belief and misrule of the Brahmins, could
not keep all the Indians within its fold. Some
of the Indians realized the gravity of
situation and launched the Bhakti movement
or propagated Sufism or Veerashaivism.
The period also witnessed the
misinterpretation of religious texts, sacred
books and scriptures. The meaning of the
original texts were distorted and any clever
pandit could add his own invention to fulfill
the interest of his group in the name the
‘Rishi’ who was the real author of the
scriptures. This plethora of problems made
Dayananda realize that he must do
something to reorganize the society. He
preached his own vision of Hinduism. He
started arguing with many religious pandits.
He travelled extensively in the Northern
India. He tried to form society several times.
He made some short lived attempts also,
once in Arrah in 1872 and the next time at

Banaras in 1874. (Conti, to next education) Q0
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