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he strings of this tale are
associated with a great per-
sonality of this country whom we
call -Bapu, the Father of Indian
Nation, the saint of Sabarmati, and
also by many other names. The
talk is about the time when the
Arya Samaj - the country’s larg-
est crusader to save the religion
and Indian culture - led by many
great Aryan leaders including
Swami Shraddhanand Ji, were
working to bring back their broth-
ers and sisters from Muslim and
Christianity to Hindu Vedic reli-
gion. Then, the greatest leader of
the country - Mahatma Gandhi,
stood against them in strong op-
position. With open public criti-
cism of this Arya Samaj's —
‘Shudhi-Movement (purification
mission), Gandhiji was also writ-
ing large size articles againstitin
the newspapers/journals of that
time. Its effect was on the thought
of those who believe in Islam. It is
said that after getting the support
of Mahatma Gandhi, they started
feeling that whatever right or wrong
deeds they are doing for the propa-
gation of Islam, they are justified
and the Aryasamaj who opposes
their wrong actions are on the fake
path.
Shortly after this, there occurs
a religious and the political earth-
quake in the country’s, with which
Gandhiji, the one who sings the
song of Ishwar-Allah tero Naam,
also trembles. In fact, these trem-
ors came out of that earthquake in
which Mahatma Gandhi’'s eldest
son, Harilal Gandhi, accepted Is-
lam at Nagpur. Harilal had been

Why did the son of Mahatma Gandhi turn to be a Muslim?

converted by Muslims in lieu of
some undue greed and promise,
Harilal got converted as Abdullah
Gandhi and in Jumma Mosque of
Bombay, his conversion into the
Muslim religion was also an-
nounced.

When the son of this so-called
great saint of Sabarmati becomes
a Muslim, there arises an atmo-
sphere of great joy and enthusiasm
across the mullahs of the country
and abroad, all the Islamic lead-
ers because the person whom
they have made the victim of their
conversion was not a poor, down-
trodden or a backward class, but
it was the son of Congress leader
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, a
prominent leader of the nation who
even shook the throne of Queen of
Great Britain.

On one side, all the moderate
and extremist political parties in the
country were silent after swallow-
ing the pill of secularism, while on
another side due to lack of a large
platform for the mass information,
this news was away from the pub-
lic in those days. If anybody was
really unhappy about this news,
then it was the great Arya Samaj
and Gandhiji’'s wife Kasturba
Gandhi. Although Gandhiji was
writing letters to the Muslim lead-
ers and was, in fact, demand for
the release of his son in a variety
of ways, he was pleading that
through making Harilal as
Abdullah, no benefit will occur to
them.

On one hand, Gandhiji was

looking for the advantage and dis-
advantage of Islam, but on the
other side, the question was raised
that Gandhiji never gave proper
education about religion to his own
children. Anyways, see the unique
transformation of history that the
Arya Samaj, which was opposed
by Gandhiji, seemed to him the
only rescuer. For that, Gandhi’s
wife, Kasturba, requested to Arya
Samaj for purifying her son and
appealed to return him back to
Vedic religion. And, on the flip side,
the son of Mahatma Gandhi, who
become Abdullah from Harilal, had
also understood the truth inside
Islam within these few days. In
those days, after listening to two
lectures on the topic of ‘Excellence
of Vedas on Islam’, by Shri Vijay
Shankar Bhatt of Arya Samaj
Bombay, the remaining doubts in
Harilal’s mind also got clarified.

Where Harilal was lured for
various kinds of greed to become
a Muslim, the Arya Samaj had
made Harilal Gandhi from
Abdullah, without any covetous-
ness, greed, and without any false
promises.

Now it was the turn of a his-
torical moment that many people
were eagerly waiting for. In front of
thousands of crowds in the open
ground of Bombay, Harilal Gandhi
was brought back from being
Abdullah by the ‘purification move-
ment’ of Arya Samaj in the pres-
ence of his mother Kasturba and
his brothers. After this Harilal told
in his speech to the masses that

day that it had been the golden day
of his life.

He started his speech with
Namaste and said, “Namaste! to-
day some people will be surprised
to know that why | have resorted
back to my Vedic religion. Many
Hindus and Muslims will have many
things in their mind but | cannot
stop myself from sharing my heart.
In the current religion, it has not
only its doctrines but it also in-
cludes the culture, moral and so-
cial life of its followers. The true
meaning of religion is embedded
not only in its beliefs but on- how
it influences the culture, decorum
and social behavior of those who
believe. | had accepted Islam for
all these experiments. Now what |
have seen and experienced, the
Muslims of which | came in con-
tact, behave exactly opposite the
beliefs of Islam. Therefore, | can
no longer believe in Islam more and
| have reached back to place from
where | started. If my decision has
made my parents, my brothers,
my relatives happy, then | would
like their blessings. Finally, | apolo-
gize to them and urge them to co-
operate with me. After this, Harilal
Gandhi became an integral part of
the Vedic religion and became a
member of the Shraddhananda
Shuddhi Sabha and was engaged
in the purification work of Arya
samaj. But if another aspect of this
is seen then it was an act of Arya
Samaj that saved the country from
a stigma on the forehead of its re-
ligion and history. - Vinay arya
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