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The third mantra, 39th sukta in
the first mandala of the Rigveda ex-
horts those who are in the profes-
sion of arms not to let the grass
grow under their feet. They should
always be mobile in all directions
across hills and dales to pursue the
goal without fear. It would be perti-
nent to add that the military move-
ment is undertaken all the year
round and superstitions, like the one
about proceeding in any one direc-
tion on a given day may be hazard-
ous, are left by the wayside.

Courage, fortitude, forbearance
of a warrior are his assets that he
can ill-afford to squander at the
mythical altar created by ill-in-
formed and semi-literate men of
religion of the dark medieval ages.

The Rigveda mantra in the ninth
mandala describes a lovely sce-
nario of our army marching to give
battle to the enemy. It is a heart-
ening commentary on the leader
and the led. The commander is in
the forward most Ratha or the battle
wagon, others follow him with im-
plicit faith. The rank and file of sol-
diers are mightily pleased in their
hearts: Pra Senanih Shuro Agre
Rathanam Gavyanneti Harshate
Asya Sena. 9-96-1.

With morale of our forces re-
maining sky high, victory in battle
over the enemy is a foregone con-
clusion. Indeed, high morale is a
battle winning factor and a unique
one. The leaders, both at the na-
tional level and the armed forces
level, have to take every possible
step to ensure that the morale of
the nation and the armed forces
always remains sky high. The Na-
tion has to rise as One Man and
maintain cohesion.

LET US BECOME INVINCIBLE

Mind is the man. With a view
to becoming invincible, the entire
country has to work for it relent-
lessly. Let us start with physical

War and Peace in VED AS GBrigadier Chitranjan Sawant)

fithness. A healthy mind is a part of
a healthy body. So, let us care for
the body, irrespective of the teach-
ing that an individual’s identity rests
in his soul and not in the body.
Embodied soul is the answer to
remain fit like a fiddle. What makes
a fighting man and a woman de-
velop nerves of steel is moral cour-
age. Where does a soldier get
moral courage from? Dharma pro-
vides moral courage to man. No
wonder all efficient armies of the
world give teachings and practice
of Dharma a prominent place in the
training schedule.

Negligence in its implementa-
tion leads the army on the path of
disaster. No sane outfit wants to
walk on a suicidal course. Let the
rank and file become convinced of
the cause they are fighting for and
then they will give their best in
battle. Such soldiers are focussed
men and women who always strive
to achieve the aim and get the goal.
Nothing can stop them from achiev-
ing the goal, come rain come shine.

The Rigveda extols virtues of
such enlightened soldiers as de-
scribed heretofore. The third man-
tra in 41st sukta of the first mandala
runs thus :

Vi Durga Vi Dwishah Puro
Ghnanti Rajaan Aisham Nayanti
Durita Sirah

An enlightened and brave sol-
dier, a Vir Kshatriya, is one who
punishes enemies of the nation,
destroys their fortresses, dis-
mantles their built-up defenses and
razes to ground their cities and
shelters and finally exterminates
them so that they do not raise their
heads in revolt. Thus the aim of a
well- trained army, navy and air
force is to annihilate completely all
enemies of the nation. Indeed, itis
a clear and unambiguous Vedic
mandate for taking punitive action

against the enemy, internal and
external, and carry the operation
to its logical end. Terrorists are no
exception to the rule enunciated by
this Ved mantra.

Modernisation of armaments
and keeping strategy and field tac-
tics in tune with demand of the day
have to be catered for in making
an armed force invincible. History
bears witness to defeat of inward
looking nations at the hands of for-
ward looking nations. Afrog-in the-
well tendency must be discour-
aged. Interaction with other nations
of the world is a sine-qua-non of
keeping abreast with new re-
searches in the weapon system
and art of war. Stagnation of all sorts
must be banished from the lifestyle
of a nation. Those who shun infor-
mation technology cannot stay
afloat for long. They will sink sooner
than later. To stay afloat one must
continue swimming, even if it is
against the current at times. To
stay afloat a nation has to keep on
kicking. So be it.

PROMOTING PEACE

Notwithstanding what has
been said heretofore about waging
a war, annihilating the enemy and
exterminating him, the main mis-
sion of Man is Peace. It has already
been emphasized that going to war
is the last resort of the state policy.
Disputes between two nations are
to be solved through diplomacy and
taking recourse to violence should
be eschewed. However, more often
than not, the rule of international
law is thrown overboard. Might is
Right —that is the law of jungle but
prevails in the so- called civilized
world. The injunction of the Vedas
is to eschew war.

War is indeed destructive.
Mankind has suffered in wars. Nev-
ertheless, when the very life and
way of life are at stake, war is per-

missible in self-defense. If demon
like men and women are bent upon
destroying our way of life, we can-
not but go to war against them.
Here one is waging war to promote
Peace. Thus the ultimate goal is
Peace, evenif it has to be achieved
through war.

The Yajurved in its 36th
chapter,17th mantra talks of Peace
in a very persuasive style. Peace
is good for the mankind and man
should pray for Peace that prevails
all over the divine creation.

The mantra is commonly called
Shanti Path. The recitation of the
mantra guides us, human beings,
to perfect peace. This mantra is
environment-friendly as well as
ecology-friendly. The mantra men-
tions the shiny celestial entities,
talks of planet earth, of water, of
medicinal herbs, green foliage, the
divine knowledge and the Peace
that pervades all over the Creation.
Finally, Man prays for the same all-
pervading Peace to be a part and
parcel of his own self. Let there be
Peace, Peace and Peace. Pray.
When Man reposes unflinching faith
in Peace, he will indeed abhor War.

NA DAINYAM NA PALAYANAM

May | sum up by saying that
Yogeshwar Shri Krishna exhorted
Mankind through Arjuna that one
should never show weakness of
body, mind and spirit, nor run away
from the battlefield once the conch
shell declaring war is blown. Spiri-
tual Robustness gives a Kshatriya
moral courage to face any enemy
anywhere, fight to finish and win the
war. Itis our Dharmato engage the
enemy in battle and defeat him to
uphold the Rule of Law enshrined
in our Vedic Dharma.

- sawantchitranjan@yahoo.com
Mob:9811173590
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