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aging war has been a
favourite pastime of kings

and captains from time
immemorial. Delving deep into the
art of statecraft one finds that wag-
ing a war has been an extension of
pursuing POLICIES of national in-
terests and taking them to the logi-
cal end. What is not achievable
through diplomacy is sought to be
achieved through wars. All political
philosophers have a common
meeting ground when they say that
war is an evil, albeit a necessary
evil. Indeed a state professing to
pursue a policy of Peace says that
it had to declare war to promote
peace. Thus the ultimate goal of
the civilized world is peace and it
cannot but be achieved by waging
awar against enemies of a civilized
way of life and perpetrators of ter-
ror.

Mahabharat, the mother of all
wars waged on the soil of India that
is Bharat, was fought as a
Dharmayudh, that is as per the
righteous code of conduct in war
and its sole aim was to establish a
state of Dharma , where Peace
would prevail after eliminating
Adharma or the Evil.

Itis a fact recorded in history
that Yogeshwar Shri Krishna, who
gave us Bhagwad Gita, went as an
ambassador of the Pandavas to the
Kaurava court to plead for peace.

He was prepared to surrender
many rights but the evil forces were
adamant on perpetrating injustice
and immorality.

War and Peace in VEDAS GBrigadier Chitranjan Sawant)

The Yogeshwar had no choice
but to advise the Pandavas to wage
awar now to promote peace even-
tually. The rest is history. Let us
now go back to the time of human
creation on our planet and revela-
tion by Ishwar of the divine knowl-
edge, VEDAS, and learn more
about war and peace therein.

Peace is indeed the avowed
goal of the man who walks on the
Vedic path. Waging a war for the
sake of waging a war goes against
the grain of the Vedic Thought. As
a matter of fact an aimless act of
commission or omission is frowned
upon. A man, that includes a
woman too, who entertains sublime
ideas and has charity for all and
malice for none in his heart, acts
as per the tenets of the Vedas is
indeed an Arya (that is a noble
man). One who is fond of blood-
shed and goes against the injunc-
tions of the Vedas is called a
Dasyu(a demonlike creature). A
war is not of the making of an Arya.
However, when the life and limb as
well as the Dharma are at stake,

an Arya has little choice but to
wage a war with all might and re-
sources at his command. An Arya
goes into battle with a strong will
towin. Let us have a look at some
of the Ved mantras on war and
peace.

LEADERSHIPIN WAR
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Adabdhasah Swa-Yashasah Vrata
Rakshante Aduhah , so goes the
thirteenth mantra of 67th sukta in
the 8th mandala of the Rigveda. A
great leader of human beings, both
in war and peace, is one who takes
avow to do a good turn to one and
alland lives and dies by it. For such
a leader the motto is: Society be-
fore Self. A leader in battle is con-
vinced of the cause he is fighting
for and convinces the army that he
leads. This indeed is a great mo-
rale- raising factor. It is a well known
principle that Moral (that includes
morale) is to physical as ten to
one. The Rigveda enjoins on such
aleader to be Indomitable and Irre-
pressible, that is one who goes
through thick and thin and remains
unfazed. He takes the joys and
sorrows of life in the normal stride
of life. He is not cowed down by
adversities and is never over-
whelmed by the enemy forces,
notwithstanding their numerical or
fire —power superiority. Further, a
leader in battle does not rest on
his or his ancestors’ laurels but
earns a niche for himself through
sane and timely actions. Of course,
a leader cannot afford to be a rebel
against the time-honoured tenets
lest the soldiers under his com-
mand catch this infection and rebel
against the commanding General.
Such rebellious acts lead to acute
indiscipline leading to frugging and
fratricide. That will sound the death
knell of both, the leader and the led.
The perennial source of strength is
the Character of the leader. Char-
acter is a cumulative outcome of
fulfilling vows taken in the larger in-
terests of the king and country. In
the present context king stands for
the sovereign state.

The Rigveda, inter alia, eulo-
gizes the role of a courageous war-
rior. What kind of a warrior draws

the admiration of his compatriots?
The 5th mantra of the 55th sukta
in the 1st mandala of theRigveda
provides the answer. He is the one
who attacks the enemy with a Vajra
and strikes decisively while he him-
self is calm, cool and collected. A
brave soldier fights for Dharma
against Adharma and deals a death
-blow to the evil enemy. The Vajra
is the most potent weapon in the
armoury of the Vedic warriors. It
finds a mention in contemporary life
and literature. Many folklores are
woven around it. Of course, the alll
time popular tale of Indra request-
ing Rishi Dadheech for his bones
to make a Vajra thereof to kill the
dreaded demon demonstrates how
the rulers and rishies joined hands
to fight against evil and help the
Good triumph. This also illustrates
the concept of a Total War where
the entire nation is geared to fight,
not the Army alone, against the
enemy. Here again it is the un-
daunted spirit of the warrior in
battlefield that keeps the flag of
Aryas flying by beating Dasyus in
their own game. ltis, therefore, an
ongoing battle between the forces
of good and evil where the former
must defeat the latter. In the
Dharmyudh, it is the Dharm that
comes out with flying colours.
Moral of the story is that wars are
inevitable and a nation must remain
prepared for it always and
everytime. History bears witness to
the fact that those civilizations that
paid scant attention to preparation
of rank and file of warriors invari-
ably lost wars and their civilization
was wiped out from face of the earth.
Prithivya Vya Ashah Parvatanam —
O sons of the Brave! Be ever on
the move across the globe, in all
directions and cross the mighty
mountains.

- Continue in Next issue
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