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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

wami Dayanand was great
scholar of his times who
started reformation move-

ment in our country in view of deg-
radation of Vedic values and propa-
gation of various myths in the
name of dharma. Child marriage,
polygamy, casteism, Brahmins su-
premacy, ignorance towards Vedic
scriptures, killing of cow, lack of
education, poverty, unemployment,
superstitions etc. were common
and widely prevalent during his
time. Worst among them was
Casteism or Jativad which had cre-
ated differences among humans.
Almighty God gave birth to all of
us; the humans degraded them-
selves by claiming themselves as
superior or inferior on the basis of
birth in a certain caste. During his
times a rigid caste system was in
practice, the Brahmins enjoyed su-
premacy over others. The condition
of the shudras was deplorable and
womanhood was also considered
as inferior. The Muslims and Chris-
tians were proselytizing the Hindus
and consequently the Hindu fold
was becoming thinner day by day.
Dayanand minutely observed these
ill practices and founded that
casteism was not even mentioned
in Vedas and whatever was anti
Vedic was false for Dayanand.
Casteism denied a great num-
ber of shudras social justice. It
caused a great loss to society.
Casteism had shut the door to
competition and had given rise to
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class jealousies and animosities.

Swami Dayanand was the first
in modern India to claim that we all
are one Jatii.e. humans and there
exists no caste, what exists is Varn
Vyavastha which is entirely based
on qualities, merits of any person
not on the basis of birth.

Ignorant pundits started mis-
interpretations of famous mantra of
purush sukt to prove casteism in
Vedas. The mantra was translated
as “Brahmans were born out of the
Brahma’s mouth, Kshatriyas out of
the arms, Vaishyas out of his stom-
ach and Shudras out of Brahma'’s
feet. ” so, Shudras being Brahma’s
feet are inferior in society.

Swami Dayanand,the great
Vedic scholar propagated that
Brahmins are like head as they
guide the society, Kshatriyas are
like arms as they protect the soci-
ety, Vaishyas are like stomach as
they help prospers the society and
Shudras are like feet as they serve
the society. This classification is
based on actions not on the basis
of birth.

Swami Ji acknowledged the di-
vision of society into four classes.
He in chapter four of his famous
work Satyarth Prakash writes that
a Brahmin must be righteous, truth-
ful, learned of the Vedas and of all
knowledge. A Kshatriya must be
endowed with the virtue of protect-
ing people, fearlessness, boldness
and dutifulness. A Vaishya should
serve society by doing business,

going overseas, farming etc.
Shudras should serve Brahmin,
Kshatriya and Vaishya without dis-
respect, jealousy and conceit and
they all must respect one another
with equal honour and rights.

All these are Varna’s not
castes and they are not based on
basis of birth. The individuals should
be placed in different classes ac-
cording to their qualifications, ac-
complishments and character. Ac-
cording to Swami Dayanand
shudras can be promoted to Brah-
mins on the basis of their qualities.
A person who is born to a Brahmin
and is engaged in meat eating,
adultery and is uneducated is a
Shudra while a person born to a
Shudra and educated, qualified and
learned in Vedas should be pro-
moted to be a Brahmin. In olden
days there was no casteism and
society was based on Varn
Vyavastha and so our country
Aryavrata was supreme in the
world. Later on when people left
learning Vedas, few Brahmins
started this ill practice of casteism.
They even confined the Vedic
knowledge to their own families
only so that no others would ever
know the truth.

Swami Ji holds that people will
advance by adopting this system
as higher class will be in constant
fear of their sons being degraded
into lower classes whilst the lower
class will be promoted to exert
them to enlist into the supersed-

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

ing classes. He also exhorted the
rulers and responsible persons to
see that all the four classes per-
formed their duties honestly. The
caste system according to swami
ji was not religious or natural dis-
tinction but a socio-economic in-
stitution, castes were not created
by god. The Varn Vyavastha is a
social order for better discharge of
different functions.

Swami Ji was so much per-
turbed by the degrading condition
of the depressed classes that he
sometimes spent sleepless nights
worrying over their lot. “The Chris-
tians are doing all they can to con-
vert the kolis and bhils, depressed
classes of the Hindus, while the
religious leaders of the Hindus are
sleeping like kumbhkaran.” He con-
demned the atrocious treatment
meted out to the lower classes and
publically declared that all men are
equal. He taught the truth that none
was born to rule and none to be
ruled. He explained that crores of
people had become Muslims or
were being converted to Christian-
ity and unless the nation was
aroused by candid advice and un-
less the society was purged of
evils, there was little doubt that the
Hindu race would die. He advocated
that Brahmans, Kshatriyas and
Vaishyas should eat food cooked
by Shudras.

To be Continue.....
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