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Continue from last issue

In 1924 a great conference
was organized in Delhi which was
attended by thousands of people.
Ten proposals in connection with
social reforms were passed by this
conference. At the end, a big feast
was organized in which the lead-
ing public men of the city partici-
pated and partook the food cooked
by Bhangis, Chamars and Jatavas.
Dalitoddhar Sabha instigated the
untouchables to draw water from
wells; where this was not possible
new wells were constructed.

In 1923 in Bulandsahar Pundit
Sohan Lal Gaur got depressed
classes to join Ramlila Procession.
The sweepers offered arti to Lord
Ram with singing of bhajans.

On 4th Jan 1924 in Palwal a
great panchayat was organized in
which depressed classes pledged
not to touch meat and wine and
also not to eat food cooked by
Muslims.

In 1924 in Raysina Valmiki
Aryasamaj Chaudhary Jai mal
Singh Gujar, a rais of dist.
Saharanpur permitted the Jatavas
to draw water from his three wells
even in the teeth of the opposition
of the others.

In 1926 in fifth Dalitoddhar con-
ference presided by Motilal Nehru,
pundit Nehru said “hone else, be-
fore Aryasamaj, had taught of mak-
ing an attempt to eradicate this in-
equality.”

Mahashaya Ramchandra was
great social worker among un-
touchables in Jammu region. His
work was not appreciated among
high caste Hindus. They attacked
him with sticks and beat him to
death on 20th Jan 1920. His death
changed the mind of all high caste
Hindus. They adopted the mission
left by him and started upliftment
work in his memory among dalits.
Several Pathshala were opened in
Jammu, Butcher and Udhampur for
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educating dalits.

In 1922 at famous freedom
fighter Bhai Parmanand residence
in Lahore Jat Pat Todak Mandal
was established with Bhai
Parmanand, Swami Bhuamanand
and Pundit Sant Ram as its promi-
nent members. The aim was to pro-
mote intercaste marriages among
different castes so that the conflict
of castes could be eradicated. The
Mandal was able to perform thou-
sands of intercaste marriages.

In 1941 census Sardeshik
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha the apex
body of Aryasamaj urged to fill col-
umn of caste as Arya (Vedic
dharmi) to discard casteism.

His highness maharaja of
Baroda Sayaji Rao Gaekwad 111
was deeply impressed by Dalit
upliftment work of Aryasamaj. He
was personally impressed by
Swami Nityanand of Aryasamaj and
did constitutional amendment to
give equal rights for all dalits as
higher caste in his reign. He also
opened schools and hostels for free
education of dalits. His reformation
drive was criticized by upper caste
Hindus. The biggest problem was
that no upper caste Hindu was
ready to teach Dalit students in
those schools. The Muslims and
Christians teachers were more in-
terested in conversion of poor dalits
in way of education. Maharaja of
Baroda discussed this problem
with Swami Nityanand ji. Nityanand
ji send master Atma ram Amritsari
from Amritsar for Dalit upliftment
work. Master Atma Ram was ap-
pointed as warden of Dalit hostel
and Inspector to all schools for
dalits. Despite being upper caste
Hindu master Atma Ram faced so-
cial boycotts by high caste Hindus
being Inspector to Dalit schools. He
was constantly denied accommo-
dation in high caste communities.
At last he made his office in a build-
ing which was considered as ghost

Romye e 71T g 22 S|
I -Fadt g gl wil
a@mmmw%lﬁﬂﬁ:

wwmmsml
ﬂmmﬁr{méamqﬁaa

Arg gF-gAET & o uRari 9
Y Sreq & foe uf=g g@eq |
# witenferefrer dofterzor sh vt e |
3 | TofeR FE 988 7 W geres
eI febe e ¥ | 5 ot |

T %I www. thearya samaj.org :

Y eEAde ot fwman S wehar %l
IR wEfd ot 9= %I www. |
matrimony.thearyasamaj.org ™|
ST Toiioho S X FHA L1 |
- 3ITSe dgET |
T warSTeR (1. 9414187428) |

house from decades. With his mis-
sionary reformation work he suc-
ceeded despite many difficulties.
The high caste students in differ-
ent schools insulted him by verbal
abuse for his missionary work but
he ignored all of them. Well known
writer Saint Nihal Singh was so
much impressed from master Atma
Ram work that he got some articles
printed in British newspapers prais-
ing Atma Ram's work.

Pundit Atma Ram get students
who had passed primary classes
to admit for higher classes in cit-
ies and few of his students became
even engineers. Once maharaja
Baroda sends Mr. Shinde his of-
ficer for reposts of Dalit schools and
hostels. Mr. Shinde reported that
all the food was being cooked by
Dalit girls and Dalit boys were seen
chanting Vedic mantras. The per-
son whom you had appointed as
Inspector is true Dalit sympathizer
in every sense. Master Ji success
can be easily understood by the
fact that number of schools he
opened was 400 in number with
over 20000 dalits as students in-
cluding both boys and girls. Pun-
dit ji family also continued his work
his daughter Smt. Sushila kumar
was president of first Bhangi
parishad of Baroda.

Master Atma Ram ji is consid-
ered as forefather of Dalit upliftment
work in Gujarat.

Kohla pur Naresh Chatrapati
Rajshri Sahu ji Maharaj adopted
similar measures in his state after
inspiring from views of swami
Dayanand. Sahu maharaj is cred-
ited with doing much to further the
lot of the lower castes, and indeed
this assessment is warranted. He
did much to make education and
employment available to all: he not
only subsidized education in his
state, eventually providing free edu-
cation to all, but also opened sev-

r——————————————————————-. eral hostels in Kolhapur for stu-
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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

dents hailing from many different
non-Brahmin communities, thereby
facilitating the education of the ru-
ral and low-caste indigent. He also
ensured suitable employment for
students thus educated, thereby
creating one of the earliest affirma-
tive action programs in history.
Many of these measures were af-
fected in the year 1902.

Shahu's other initiatives in-
cluded restricting child marriage in
his state and the encouragement
of intercaste marriage and widow
remarriage. He long patronized the
satya shodhak samaj but later
moved towards the Aryasamaj.
Under the influence of these social-
reform movements, Sahu arranged
for several non-Brahmin youths to
be trained to function as priests, in
defiance of timeless convention
which reserved the priesthood for
those of the Brahmin caste. How-
ever, he faced opposition from
many, including Lokamanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak , the very famous
patriot of that time.

In 1911 a thread giving cer-
emony was performed among
Vashisht, a Dalit community in
khairpur, nathamshah in Sind. The
upper caste Hindus out casted
many Aryasamaj members and
they branded one vashistha with
symbol of sacred thread with hot
iron. Aryasamaj condemned this
animal act on national level in its
newspapers.

The education work of Arya
samaj also got large success in
whole country. In Bombay presi-
dency in 1912 there were 27 edu-
cational institutions working in Dalit
societies with 1231 students en-
rolled.

To Be Continued....
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