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Continue from last issue

Swami Ji difference with
Gandhi Ji increased with the pas-
sage of time when he drew atten-
tion of the congress towards the
harassment of Christian Chamars
by police in environs of Delhi who
had accepted Shuddhi and returned
back to Hinduism by Aryasamaj.
In April 1919 he published a book-
let of eighty pages entitled ‘jati ke
dinon ko mat tyago' (do not aban-
don the poor of our nation). Books
first seventy pages dealt with the
methods used by Christian mis-
sionaries in India. Nearly half of the
book was taken up by translations
from an article in the theosophist
about the nefarious activities of
Portuguese missionaries and the
inquisition, followed by an indict-
ment of protestant missionary
work, in particular that of the Delhi
Cambridge mission. Thus nearly
ninety percent of the pamphlet was
aimed at demonstrating mission-
aries had always used unfair, im-
mortal and underhand mean. The
last ten pages deled with construc-
tive point. Since the untouchables
were becoming Christians for other
than religious reasons, the way to
prevent those happenings was by
educating their children, by protect-
ing them from the police, and by
helping them to achieve social up-
lift. Since the orthodox would not
take up that task, it had become a
duty of the aryas to be a crucial
one because the greatest danger
of the conversion of the untouch-
ables to Christianity was that they
became denationalized and sup-
porters of the raj. The swami wrote
“if the seven crores of untouchables
of India, exasperated by the atti-
tude of the twice born, become
Christian , then our orthodox lead-
ers, supporters of independence,
will not be able to do anything, ex-
cept be very sorry." (Jati ke dinon
ko mat tyago. P-72)
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In 1920 Calcutta congress
session Swami Ji proposed three-
point program with special section
on the untouchables, but congress
declared consideration of this
inopportune.(shraddha 13 Au-
gust,14,17 Sept. 1920). Swami Ji
writes in liberator that “even Ma-
hatma Gandhi had not realized its
importance and was taken up with
his resolution of non-violent non-
cooperation resolution had been
passed by the khilafat committee
and Mahatma Ji threatened to spon-
sor it outside the congress, if it was
not passed there. | thought it to be
a misfortune if Mahatma Ji would
be obliged to sever his connection
with the oldest political movement
in India" (INCON-p 121)

Swami Ji was surprised on
hearing Maulana Shaukat Ali's do-
ings in Calcutta session in hearing
of more than 50 persons, while the
merits of non-violence were being
discussed. Maulana said
“Mahatama Gandhi is a shrewd
bania. You do not understand his
real object. By putting you under
discipline, he is preparing you for
guerrilla warfare. He is not such an
out-an-out non-violencist as you all
suppose” (INCO P-122) Swami Ji
forwarded his message to Gandhi
Ji Ssecretary that his motives were
being misrepresented by his
trusted colleagues. The next year
1921 Nagpur session Swami Ji
again noticed the same pranks
being played by the big Ali broth-
ers. In Delhi the Aryasamaj had
been working for the depressed
classes, and the swami tried to get
the local congress to allow them
access to the wells. But it was in

Swami Ji reached Delhi on
17th august, 1921 and found that
the question of removal of untouch-
ability was becoming very acute.
He called a few of chief chaudharies
and asked the full story. They gave
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the following story- “The Secretary
of the Delhi congress committee
called the chaudharies of the
Chamars and requested them to
give to the congress as many as
four-Anna paying members as they
could. The reply of the elders was
that unless their grievance as re-
gards the taking of water from the
public wells was removed, they
could not induce their brethren to
join the congress. The Secretary
was a choleric man of hasty tem-
per and said they wanted Swarajya
at once but the grievance of the
Chamars could wait and would be
removed by and by. One of the
young man got up and said-our
trouble from which we are suffering
for centuries must wait solution, but
the laddu of Swarajya must go into
your mouth at once! We shall see
how you obtain Swarajya immedi-
ately!!"

He wrote to Gandhi Ji after
Nagpur session in Sept. 1921-

“l wired from Lahore that | would
apply for financial aid through the
Delhi provincial Congress Commit-
tee but on reaching the Delhi. |
found that the uplift of the de-
pressed classes through the Con-
gress was difficult. The Delhi and
Agra Chamars simply demand that
they be allowed to draw water from
wells used by the Hindus and Mo-
hammedans and that water be not
served to them through bamboos
and leaves. Even that appears im-
possible for the Congress Commit-
tee to accomplish. Not only this; a
Muslim trader of sadr went to the
length of saying that even if Hin-
dus allowed (these man) to draw
water from common wells, the
Muslims would forcibly restrain
them from drawing water because
they (the Chamars) ate carrion. |
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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

know that there are thousands of
these Chamars who do not either
drink wine or eat flesh of any kind
and few of them who eat carrion
are being weaned by the
aryasamajists from that filthy habit.
But | ask — do Hindu and Muslim
meat eaters devour flesh of living
cattle? Do they not eat the flesh of
the cattle when they are dead?

At Nagpur you laid down that
one of the conditions for obtaining
Swarajya within 12 months was to
give their rights to the depressed
classes and without waiting for the
accomplishment of their uplift, you
have decreed that if there is a com-
plete boycott of foreign cloth up till
30th September, Swarajya will be
an accomplished fact on the 1st of
October. The extension of the use
of Swadeshi cloth is absolutely
necessary but as long as six and
half crores of our suppressed
classes are taking refuge with the
British bureaucracy so long will the
extension of Swadeshi be impos-
sible". (INCO.P-134,135)

Swami Ji in his letter dated
June 30th 1922 wrote to General
Secretary of all India Congress
Committee that the following de-
mands of the depressed classes
ought to be complied with at once
namely that -

1. They are allowed to sit on
the same carpet with citizens of
other classes

2.They get the right to draw
water from common wells and

3.Their children get admission
into National Schools and Colleges
and are to mix freely with students
drawn from the so-called higher
castes.

- To be continued
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