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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

Continue from last issue

Swami Ji life history gives us
many examples that although he
was himself born in a Brahmin fam-
ily he rejected casteism. In 1867
we find swami ji eating half bread
from hands of a manjhi (boatman).
In 1869 in farrukhabad we find him
eating from hands of Shri
Sukhwasilal sadh. In 1872 in Anoop
sahar we find him eating from hands
of a barber in general public. In
pune when shri Govind Mang,
Gopal Chamar, Raghu Mahar re-
quested him for a lecture in Sudra
school on Vedas he willingly ac-
cepted their proposal and went for
lecture on Vedas on 16th July
1875. In 1879 in a during a public
lecture a Muslim postman criti-
cized majhabi Sikh presence
among general public calling him
as shudras are not allowed among
high castes. Swami Ji called that
person and asked him to daily at-
tend his lectures. In 1878 in Ajmer
when swami ji got news that the
huts of poor Chamars near
Anasagar lake had burned he ur-
gently appealed to public to collect
funds for the poor one so that they
could rehabilitate, his appeal was
widely accepted by all Hindus.

In 1880 in Banaras one Brah-
min debated with swami ji giving a
shalok from Mahabharata 4/1/48
that Brahmin caste is based on
knowledge, practice and birth. Even
if a person is having no knowledge
and no practice he can be Brah-
min on basis of his birth. Swami ji
replied a shalok from Manu Smriti
2/157 that as a toy made of wood
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in form of elephant , as toy made
of leather in form of deer are name
sake toys only similarly an unedu-
cated person is a Brahmin by name
sake only.

In Banaras again when a per-
son debated with him on casteism
on basis of birth he said if two sons
of a Brahmin are not considered as
Brahmin if they are converted to
Islam or Christianity then how you
could say that son of a Brahmin is
a Brahmin.

In a letter dated 13th Novem-
ber 1903 Pandita Ramabai ac-
cepted that | was disciple of swami
ji in 1880 in Meerut and | was
deeply impressed from his teach-
ing as his teachings allows read-
ing of Vedas by womanhood.

In brief Swami Dayanand had
propagated the following measures
for Dalit upliftment

Swami Ji was first in modern
times to raise voice for right of
women and shudras to chant
Gayatri mantra. The ignorant Brah-
mins had banned women and
shudras to listen Vedic mantras
from centuries.

Swami Ji was first in modern
times who advocated right of wear-
ing yagnopavit for women and
shudras.

Swami Ji was first in modern
times who advocated right to per-
form yajnas by shudras and
women hood.

Swami Ji was first in modern
times who advocated inter-dinning
of all high castes with shudras.

Swami Ji was first in modern
times who advocated 100% edu-
cation for all irrespective of caste

AT 1 @l &, wﬁaaéﬁ%q
T T e § ¥ T, SIS o 9T |

HIAT 9! 1 79 999 feam =g,
A wETeEl 3 AR feE e
TS 99 H oY g R on @R |
M g %ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ’ﬁﬁwmq
e & off 7w @S 9
-4 1 Eﬁ‘?{a‘—rﬁwmq
%Ewﬁaﬁﬁﬂmﬁfwﬁﬁtm
aﬁﬁw%ﬁmaﬁﬁmmlq

TG SRR < QIR T & 1S |
T T e § § oW, SIS & 9 B |

el Tl fnen fle & werd @i |
9ei &1 foran ToR WX & w'E § 1l
TR o R g 9 Tgres & |
e € agman 9w=d & gmE H |
W SR SUfTEl & ued @ €|
T T fad ¥R % e A |
@R 9 R F TE FA & o |
Tl <A1 T fohan W gt 11|

Fa-gf i o, gh e daie g1l
T e e | ¢ oM, TR & o 51|
st | = 3w queR g €
30 s Y TN qF @ el
=Y T & feer e R/ ww,|
B 9 eremd @ q@ & s=neil

?@

or gender or status in society. He
even advised that those parents
who did not admit their kids to
schools for education must be pun-
ished by the king. He even advised
that son of a king and son of a poor
should be given same cloths and
same facilities in his teaching
Gurukul.

Swami Ji was first to advocate
that marriage of a girl and boy must
be done on basis of their qualities
not on basis of their caste.

Swami ji was first to reject in-
terpolations in Manu smriti. He said
I do not believe in interpolations in
Manu smriti which supports
casteism and inferior status for
womanhood and are thus not in
accordance with the Vedas. This
stand of swami Dayanand on Manu
smriti is also applies on other texts
like Ramayana, Mahabharata and
Puranas.

Due to his demise swami
Dayanand was not able to do much
work at ground level for Dalit
upliftment but his writings, his
speech, his organization Arya
samaj caused great conscious-
ness among general public and the
organization Aryasamaj and its
leaders carried his agenda of Dalit
upliftment to ground level.

DALIT UPLIFTMENT WORK BY
ARYASAMAJ

After swami Dayanand leaders
of Aryasamaj paid special attention
or upliftment of depressed classes.

The first notable worker in this
field was pundit Ganga Ram of
Muzaffargarh. He started work in
odes, a low caste. He offered sa-
cred threads to them and opened
a school name Arya Dalitoddhar
Pathshala.

Lala Munshi Ram later Swami
Sharddhananda was forerunner
among Vedic missionaries. He first
started eradication of untouchabil-
ity from his own home. In 1910 He

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

married his own daughter Amrit
Kala out of caste despite objec-
tions from his own family.

Swami Sharddhananda
opened Gurukul Kangri near
Hardwar in view of fulfilling the
dreams of Swami Dayanand that
son of aking or a poor farmer should
get education from one common
platform with equal facilities for both
and without any discrimination of
caste. He got his both sons admit-
ted in the same Gurukul. Later
thousands of Gurukul were estab-
lished all over country following his
example which imparted education
of Vedas and other streams for all
irrespective of castes.

In 1920 Swami Sharddha-
nanda most important work among
untouchables was to secure for
them permission to draw water from
wells. Swami Ji went with his sev-
eral followers and untouchables in
a procession outside Ajmeri Gate
at the Angoori wala well. His pro-
cession was first attacked by both
castist Hindus and Muslims but
with his continuous effort many
wells and temples were opened for
untouchables.

In 1921 Swami Sharddha-
nanda established Dalitoddhar
Sabha at Delhi. Its aim was to
preach true conduct among the
untouchables, to safe guard them
from onslaughts especially from
Christians and Muslims, to make
them offer the right hitherto lost by
them, to open Pathshala for them
and to educate them. The biggest
problem was of unemployment
which was mostly in Zamindari ar-
eas. Zamindars treated the de-
pressed classes very badly. This
Sabha severely denounced this
atrocity and succeeded a great
deal in diminishing the misery of
the depressed classes.

- To be continue
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