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Continue from last issue

Four middle schools and over
thirty five upper and lower primary
schools, a few girl schools and a
few night schools for adults were
running to impart education to the
namasudra and other communities
in districts of Dacca, Mymensingh,
Noakhali, Chittagong, Jessore and
Barisal.

In Punjab region hundreds of
schools were established under
D.A.V. school chain which imparted
education to thousands of pupils
from each fraction of society.

In Jalandhar pundit Somdat
started Dalit upliftment work. He
was socially boycotted from Brah-
min community and denied use of
water from well. He started using
impure water from river. His mother
fellill. Doctors advised use of clean
water from well. He was in confu-
sion what to do. One is way to say
sorry to his community members
and stop all Dalit upliftment work.
But his own consciousness does
not permit to stop this mission. But
life of own mother is also impor-
tant. His mother understood whole
situation and asked him to carry
his mission saying that one day she
have to die why he stops his mis-
sion because of her. She sacrificed
her life but Dalit upliftment work was
not stopped. How great mother she
was.

Nayak community in united
provinces engaged their daughters
in prostitution. Aryasamaj distrib-
uted pamphlets to stop this evil.
Aryasamaj married those girls in
respectable families and send other
girls to schools. It offered scholar-
ships to boys to educate them.
Nayak qirl's protection act was
passed by efforts of Thakur Mashal
Singh and just whole community
was uplifted with efforts of
Aryasamaj.

Reforms were done in so
called criminal tribes in united prov-
inces. More than fifty thousand
criminal tribe members were reha-
bilitated outside luck now in colony
name Arya nagar settlements. They
were educated and a dispensary
was also opened.

The reformation drive by
Aryasamaj also influenced others.
In kumbh fair of 1927 Pundit Madan
Mohan Malviya in All India Sanatan
Dharma Sabha passed proposal of
permission of all untouchables to
go to temples and also to draw
water from public wells.

On 17th April 1927 an All India
achhutoddhar conference was or-
ganized under the president ship
of Lala Lajpat Rai wherein he ap-
pealed to the people to allow the
untouchable to draw water from
public wells.

On 17th July 1932 the un-
touchability removal day was cel-

ebrated at Bombay by Aryasamaj.
The untouchables drew water from
the wells and the Brahmins,
Kshatriyas and Vaishyas drank it
willingly.

On 19th sept 1933 at a grand
meeting organized at Bombay
Aryasamaj appealed to the people
to treat untouchables as their equal
and to assure them that they were
parts of Hindu community only.

Swami Sharddhananda and
congress

Since his joining politics
Swami Sharddhananda was con-
tinuously motivating Indian national
congress to deal with the problem
of untouchability at national level
with extensive measures. In his
chairman address of Amritsar con-
gress (1919) he strongly expressed
his feelings as “Is it not true that
S0 many among you who make the
loudest noises about the acquisi-
tion of political rights, are not able
to overcome their feeling of revul-
sion for those sixty millions of In-
dia who are suffering injustice, your
brothers whom you regard as un-
touchable ? How many are there
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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

who take these wretched brothers
of theirs to their heart?...give deep
thought...and consider how your
sixty million brothers-broken frag-
ments of your own hearts which you
have cut off and thrown away- how
these millions of children of mother
India can well become the anchor
of the ship of a foreign government.
I make this one appeal to all of you,
brothers and sisters. Purify your
hearts with the water of the love of
the motherland in this national
temple, and promise that these
millions will not remain for you un-
touchables, but become brothers
and sisters. Their sons and daugh-
ters will study in our schools, their
men and women will participate in
our societies, in our fight for inde-
pendence they will stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with us, and all of us
will join hands to realize the
fulfilment of our national goal" (Quo-
tations from original Hindi texts of
the swami's Amritsar conference
address obtained from Gandhi
memorial museum, Delhi)

- To be continue
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