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ONE FIGHTER CLASS IN CIVILIZED SOCITIES

Let us peep into the medieval Indian
history, and specifically the period from
712 101530 A.D., covering Mohammad-
bin-Qasim, Mahmud Ghaznavi,
Mohammad Ghori and Babur. All the
four invaders successfully defeated the
Indian sides, and founded new ruling
dynasties as well as new ideology over
Indian land. There have been several
reasons for our defeat and their victories,
and some of them are being given here.

Some Historians have given the view
that only Kshatriyas used to fight from
Indian side and other Varnas did not care
about the battles. They have further
alleged that this was one of the main
causes of Indian defeats. However, this
argument should not be shared by the
right thinking people. One can see the
modern nations that whenever a war
breaks out, only the defence forces fight,
and not all citizens. India is an old nation
and a civilized society, and there is only
one fighter class in the civilized societies.
By all means, the caste-system is to
blame, but not the original Varna
system.

In the early 8th century, the Brahmin
Raja Dahir ruled over Sindh. He was not

Y Fifed

— Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

a large-hearted person. He looked down
upon the Buddhist and Lower Classes.
They could not ride on saddled horses,
nor could they carry arms and put on fine
clothes. When Mohammad-bin-Qasim
attacked Sindh in 712 A.D, they
welcomed and joined his camp against
their own King. On 20th June 712,
during the battle of Rawar, Dahir's
elephant fled from the battlefield. Dahir
fought bravely but was defeated and
killed. His queen then fought and
performed jauhar.

Three centuries later, the Brahmin Raja
Jai Pal ruled over Punjab with his capital
at Wahind. Mahmud Ghaznavi, who took
a vow to take an expedition against India
every year, attacked him in 1001 A.D., as
his second expedition, and defeated him.
Jai Pal, who had earlier been defeated by
Mahmud’s father, took it as humiliation,
burnt himself to death, and his son Anand
Pal succeeded him. During Mahmud’s
6" attack, Anand Pal gave him one of the
fiercest battles, but his elephant fled from
the battlefield, and Mahmud Ghazanvi
came victorious.

Mahmud’s 16" attack was on Somnath
Temple. On 17" March 1025, Raja Bhim
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Dev fled away and Mahmud killed 50000
people with no difficulty. He broke the
idol there and plundered our people
easily. Mahmud Ghazanvi attacked India
17 times between the years 1000 and
1026. It has been wrongly written about
Mohammad Ghori that he attacked 17
times and was defeated each time.
Mohammad Ghori attacked several times,
a few battles lost and other won. But his
famous battles were three, two against
Prithviraj and the third against Jai Chand.

Prithviraj Chauhan was a ruler of Delhi
and Ajmer. Mohammad Ghori attacked
him in 1191 and a battle was fought at the
village Tarain. Mohammad Ghori was
badly defeated, but he came again in
1192. The second battle was fought at the
same place Tarain, but this time Prithviraj
was defeated and killed. The story of
killing Mohammad Ghori by the ‘shabd-
vedhi-baan’ is false.

Babur’s battle against Rana Sangram
Singh was fought at Khanwah on 17"
March, 1527. The Rajput fought one of
the fiercest battles, but at last were
defeated. Babur constructed a tower of
skulls there.

The description of the above battles
does not prove that the Indian sides were
defeated because the unfighter classes did
not take part in the battles. The main
reasons of these defeats and victories
have been as follows:

Y Fifed

1. The feeling of high and low births
made the Indian society weak from
within.

2. The Indian kings were busy fighting
with one-another for individual
supremacy.

3. The native kings were defensive as
they felt no hunger or thirst for
anything during the battles.

4. The Indians were no inferior fighter,
rather more courageous and valiant,
but their elephants proved inferior to
the foreigner horses, and Babur’s
artillery made all the difference.

5. The invaders were covetous at Indian
money and territory.

6. Like Lord Krishna did to Arjuna,
Babur gave the lesson of riches or
jannat to his soldiers when they
seemed afraid of the Rajputs.

7. According to Dr. V.A. Smith °‘the
rapidity of the spread of Islam’, i.e.
the enthusiasm of their religion was
the force behind their victory after
victory.

If a gang of robbers attack a house-

holder, the nearby citizens do not take a

battle with them. Rather the Police, i.e.

the fighter class comes and takes action.
Everybody knows that fighting is a
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complex job, and it requires a lot of
training courses. Hence each and every
person does not deserve to take weapons
in his hand. In the present context, it is
true that Indian sides fell one after
another. It is also true that there were
weaknesses in Indian society and
administration. But it may not be true that
the non-fighters should have done like
the fighters did.

The factors letting Indian down, are
traced in our history. They should also be
analyzed in the modern times as well.
The educated class that preaches that the
Indian system is outdated and the western
one is more scientific, should refrain
from alleging this, since the Indian
system is ultimately better, more
scientific, less harming and excellently
peaceful. The defence forces are
fortunately the best section of present
society. They are in general at their best,

and they should continue to maintain this
quality.

We, the citizens, have individual and
national interests to serve together. This
is like a body and its parts. If a hand is
wounded, the body is called as wounded.
If the hand touches a flower, the body is
called as touching the flower. The same
thing applies to the two interests. If we
serve the individual interests and the
national interests together, it needs a
discipline, a scientific thought process,
and a planned life. We should learn a
good lesson from our past, and reorganize
ourselves accordingly.

Our Varna-system in its original form

is a golden system. We should follow it
with the purity of heart, head and tongue.
A single pillar cannot be called a
building, but four strong pillars certainly
make a strong building.
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