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VAISHYAS : FEEDERS OF SOCIETY

The top two pillars of Vedic Indian
society have been Brahmins and
Kshatriyas. The third pillar i.e. the
vaishyas were no less important. In fact,
the Brahmins, Dbusy in spreading
knowledge, and the Kshatriyas, busy in
warfare, were not supposed to earn bread
even for themselves. It were the Vaishyas
who used to earn bread for the four
pillars. This way the Vaishyas were the

feeders of society.
G WM gl A0 | (TS 90.939.90)
AR ek | (=T g — )

As an aphorism Acharya Chaanakya
says above that arth or wealth is the root
of dharma or righteousness. Each and
every person of the world needs bread,
clothes and shelter. These three and other
worldly necessities come under the
section of ‘Artha or wealth’. No person
can deny money altogether. That is why,
in the Rigveda's hymn above, there is a
prayer that we may possess wealth and
prosperity, that we should be the masters
and not the slaves of money and wealth,
and that we the noble humble vedicans

should earn and possess enough and
sufficient wealth.
YT Y S SSOIIHG 9 |
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— Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

aftrquRl IS 9 T ST T ||
(i 9—¢o)
Manu the law giver says that the
vaishyas have seven qualities and duties
to perform as given below :-

(1) Pashoonam rakshanam or to rear
cattle, like cow and other domestic
animals, i.e, animal husbandry.

(2) Daanam, or to gift foodgrains, clothes
or money to the needy without any
discrimination.

(3) ljyaa, or to perfom yajna daily.

(4) Adhyayanam, or to study the vedas
and other vedic scriptures. and to know
them well.

(5 Vanikpatham, or trade of all things
required.

(6) Kuseedam, or money lending with
righteous motives.

(7) Krishi or Agriculture.

Agriculture  has been the most
important occupation of Indian people.
Even today about 70% of Indian
population is associated with agriculture
and animal husbandry. Indian farmers
cultivate almost all major crops viz. rice,
wheat, gram, barley, maize, pulses,
potato, onion, sugarcane etc.



Indian people love cow very much. They
rather regard her as a mother, since she
gives nectar-like milk  for their
nourishment. In the times past 50 years
and earlier each Indian family used to
have one cow or more. Rishi Dayanand
has written heartfully in support of the
cow, giving the calculations that a cow
does good to four lacs seventy five
thousand six hundred persons in her
lifetime.

When horse was a means of warfare, its
rearing was also important. Elephants
were also reared like horses and goats &
sheep like cows. In this way the Vaishyas
through animal husbandry used to give to
society the beasts of burden & warfare as
well as sufficient milk, ghee & other
milk-products.

Trade & money lending were particular
with the Vaishya varna. But the study of
vedas and daily performance of yajna
were along the same lines as those of
Brahmins & Kshatriyas. The Vaishyas
were also supposed to spend money for
education and piety. It cannot be denied
that the building of schools, gurukulas &
research centres was not possible without
the contribution of Vaishya Varna,
howsoever learned the teachers and
howsoever vigilant the protecters had
been.

GERECRNIEISIEONIE R TS E
(AT : ¢—908)
Maharishi Manu educates us that purity
of money is the highest of all purities. It

Y Fifed

is a matter of pride that the Indian people
have been 100% honest in their produce,
milk & likely commodities. In olden
times they were very rich so that our
country was called The Golden Bird.
During the later period and particularly in
the British period they became poor but
they never took to adulteration.
Nowadays India is infamous for
adulteration, but when the varna-system
was being followed, this sinful vice was
not there in India.

Another high quality of Vaishya varna
has been that these people have been non-
violent and peace-loving. They have been
all vegetarians, free from the use of
weapons, and naturally expert in savings.
But by and by the community became
money-slaver, unevenly miser and cruel
money-lender. A single Mahajan came to
control the entire village so that this class
became infamous. It deprived the
innocent majority people from their
economic rights and consequently the

deprived class sank into miseries.
YA AN HEHew N |
(ererdaE : 3—8—Y)

Veda thus preaches: 0 man! You may
earn money with a hundred hands but you
should spend it then with a thousand
hands. In other words, we can find
several ways of earning, but we should
discover more ways for donation. This
can be the highest piece of education to
the moneyed class. This educational
training in the long past had made and




maintained our society to be prosperous registered the best member in each varna.
above the dreams of other societies. But  The rule was quality-based and never
life has its ups and downs. The present  birth-based. As an insect catches the fruit
generation says that the varna-system is  when it is ripe, the insect of birth-base
outdated. But it is not the truth and this  caught the qualitybased system and
generation should go deeper. contaminated the latter. But the cure is

The original varna-system was to also simple, 'back to the pavilion', i.e.
choose a varna according to one's ‘take to the quality base rule', and then
profession and nature. This rule rule over the world.
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