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SHUDRA MEANS LABOUR CLASS

The fourth pillar of original Vedic
society is called 'Shudra’. Nowadays this
word is normally not used. This is so
because a number of small and low
feelings have been attached to Iit,
although wrongly. You can find people
not minding if called non-believer,
adulterer or thief, but feeling ill if called
'shudra’.

The word 'gg' has been derived from
the sanskrit root 'SgR gfaw@’ meaning
'he who is clean or he who cleans.' Rishi
Dayanand writes in his commentary on
Yajurveda (30.5) 'TE W Wad g
that shudra is he who happily serves or
who cleans. This is clear that the
definition of 'Shudra' has nothing to do
with his birth, as he is one who 'does'
particular jobs. Shudra is a varna, not a
caste. A varna is chosen on the bases of
O HH—IHT.

Let us suppose about a family. The
head of the family is a teacher who has
three sons. The sons are respectively a
Police Inspector, a shop-keeper and a
peon. In other words we can say that a
Brahmin has three sons who are
Kshatriya, @ Vaishya and  Shudra
respectively. The Vedic varna - vyavastha

Y Fifed

— Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

works on distribution of occupations. The
men of knowledge are called Brahmins,
the men of warfare the Kahatriyas, the
traders the Vaishyas and the labour class
people are shudras.

Manusmriti, after defining the duties
and responsibilities of the Brahmins,
Kshatriyas and Vaishyas, makes the
following definition to the shudras :

THHd 3 I W HH GHIfQer |
TAYHE qIHT AN | |
(FFEfer - 9.9)

Translates  Pt. Ganga  Prasad
Upadhyaya - "It is proper for the shudra
to abandon such evils as recrimination,
jealousy, vanity and to serve the
brahmins, kshatriyas and vaishyas with
due respect, and to earn his bread
thereby. This is the only thing required of
a shudra."

Rishi Dayanand clarifies that the upper
classes will always bear in mind that if
their children would remain ignorant,
they would have to go down to the level
of the Shudras. These children will also
fear that if they would not keep up their
level of conduct and will not acquire
educatoin, they would be compelled to be
classed as shudras.
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Moreover, the lower classes will have
an incentive to climb up to the higher
classes. The task of service is given to the
shudra only for the reason that he being
un-educated cannot do any work
requiring knowledge. But, bodily service
he can easily do. It is the look out of the
king etc. to organize the proper
functionig of the varnas.

o—sH—gq (Acquired qualifications,
Actual deeds and Natural tendencies) are
the three bases on which the distribution
of varna was formulated. Birth for certain
was not the basis. Since the sanskrit word
gof has two meanings-Varna and colour,
some scholars have suggested that the
varna-system was colour-based. It was
not the fact and there were people of all
colours in all varnas.

Pt. Ganga Prasad Upadhyaya says, ot
or the acquired qualifications are mostly
the results of environment and education.
They normally decide the status of an
individual in the society and can be
roughly compared with what is
symbolized by  public-examination-
certificates. '&+' or actual deeds are on the
surface of affairs. 'wwrg’ or natural
tendencies, men bring with them while
born, either as the resultants of past lives,
or inherited from their parents. They are
peculiar to each individual and are
dominating factors in determining the
individual character",

The shudras, say, the labour class has
undergone humiliation and misery since

Y Fifed

after Mahabharata. They were refused
education, equality and liberty, and were
subjected to humiliation even in their
day-to- day requirements. By and by they
were called 'untouchable’. Earlier they
were asked to prepare food, but now they
were not supposed to touch the eatables
of higher classes. They were as if ousted
from normal living, and indiscriminately
they were down troden.

It is ironical that they got humiliation
after humiliation in the name of Vedas
whereas Vedas give a sufficient amount
of equality to them. =@2Mr ar=® a mantra
from Yajurveda speaks that all people,
rich or poor, high or low, men or women,
can study Vedas. In fact upto when the
Vedas were consulted in daily and special
matters, there was parity between the
high and low classes, and it was in the
times of Puranas that the down troden fell
into miseries.

The British government of India,
although widened the gulf between
community and community, gave
sufficient solace to the weaker section of
the society. In the nineteenth century
several reformers and specially Rishi
Dayanand fought the society single
handed for the upliftment of labour class.
He says, "Is God so partial that he
permits the reading of the Vedas only to
the twice born and not to the Shudras?
Had God designed to prohibit teaching in
case of the Shudras, He should not have
endowed them with tongue and ears. Just
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as God has made the earth, water, fire, The Shudras, or the labour class, is
air, the moon, the sun, corn and other equally important to the society and this
objects for all, similarly He has revealed = community must get equality from the
the Vedas too for all."” heart of other people.
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