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tContinue from last issue

Types of Marriages

. There are eight types of mar-
riages. The best of them is
‘Brahma”, where the couple has
observed complete celibacy, and
is scholarly, religious and of good
character, and wherein they hap-
pily agree to marry with mutual
consent. Three types belong to the
middle order: ‘Daiva’ or ‘divine’,
wherein a religious minded son-in-
law is given a well dressed and
ornamented bride; ‘Arsha’, the
bride is given away after getting
something from the groom; and
‘Prajapatya’, where the marraige is
performed with the sole desire of
progeny. Two marraiges of the ‘low-
est order’ are; ‘Asura’, where the
either of the couple or bride is given
some money for this purpose; and
‘Gandharva’, where the couple
marries with mutual eagerness,
disregarding the laws and due to
some or the other specific reason.
The rest of the types are deplor-
able as well as avoidable:
‘Rakshasa’ or ‘Demonic’, wherein

marraige is performed through fight-
ing, rape or dupe; and ‘Paishacha’
or ‘rascalic’, wherein a sleeping or
drunken girl is raped.
Ideal Procedure

The teachers of both sides
should exchange mutually the
biodata and photographs, etc., of
all their marriagable wards, and
after matching their qualities and
qualifications they should give this
material to the prospective parties
for their perusal and consent, If they
agree, their graduation bath
ceremoney should be performed
simultaneously and they should be
left free to decide whether they
would like to be married under the
auspices of their teachers, or of
their parents in their own homes.
But for a better marriage, both
should talk, discuss and make
enquiries openly or in secret writ-
ing regarding all the concerned
aspects, though in the presence
of the elders only, so as their mu-
tual love becomes stable.

Proguny and Duties

All the prescribed rituals
should be performed properly,
starting with ‘Garhhadhana’ before
first child-bearing intercourse,
‘Pumsavana’in the fourth month of
pregnancy, and ‘Simantonnayana’
in the eighth month. After child’s.
birth, the first ritual to be performed
is ‘Jatakarma’, the ceremony of
the newly born, which should be
followed by Namkaran, ‘Name-giv-
ing’, Annaprasun ‘Food-tasting’,
ceremonies, etc., at the pre-
scribed intervals. All the married
couples should perform twice daily,
at dawn and in evening, the
Sandhyaand Havana, as otherwise
they should not think themselve as
‘Dvijas’ or ‘educated ones’. Third
sacrificial daily act for them is to
serve faithfully their own parents.
The Fourth such act is to put some
prepared food, before starting the
meals, into fire, taken away from
the cooking oven, as a symbol for
providing some part of their meals
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Marriage and House Holding

for someone needy and suffering.
This must be done with Mantras,
as aritual. The last sacred perfor-
mance for the day is ‘atithi Yajna’
honouring the uninvited guests.
These are the most sacrificial
perfor- mances expected from a
house holder.

Marriage system is the most
essential to regulate and keep in
control, a society which otherwise
might become corrupt. Looking to
the old age and as also to the pro-
blem of heritage, the marraige is
the only way out, as also because
a householder alone is the centre
of the whole of our social structure.
But the marriage can only become
fruitful, if both the partners are
mutually pleased and are schol-
arly, industrious and worldly wise.
Henceit is said that the real source
and fruitfulness of happy married
life is ‘to be based on Barhma-
charya coupled with self-selection.

To be continued......
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