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Idol Worship & "Teerthas" 
There is no mention of idol worship in the 

Vedas. The concept of idol worship was 
started by the followers of Jainism. This was 
out of ignorance. According to the Vedas 
there is only One God. God is Formless, All-
Pervading, Omnipotent, Omniscient and is 
present every where. How can it be 
conceived that God is represented by an 
idol. The ignorant and misguided people are 
led to believe that idol worship will bring 
prosperity, righteousness and satisfaction of 
all the desires. The worshipers waste their 
lives sitting idle and hoping for a miracle 
which never happens. The idols are of 
various forms and shapes and adorn many 
temples. In some cases idols are adorned 
with expensive jewellery and clothes. The 
people are asked to pay for the upkeep of 
temples and idols.The idols are fed with milk 
which many misguided people believe. 

Every temple has a different idol. The 
people are given to understand that there 
are many gods and goddesses. The masses 
are confused and this leads to disunity and 
strife among the followers thus weakening  

the status of Hindus in the eyes of other 
religions. The idol worshipers in their anxiety 
wander from temple to temple to appease 
gods and seek their favours. In reality no 
favours are obtained and this leads to 
frustration and nothing else. It is important to 
understand that there is only One God with 
many names which describe His qualities. 
God is present every where and cannot be 
locked up in temples. This is the teaching 
which should be imparted to all the Hindus 
and for the unity of the society it should be 
adopted. There is no alternative and idol 
worship should not be promoted. 

Teertha means escape from sorrow and 
it also means a boat. The pilgrim spots 
whether located on banks of rivers or hill 
tops do not constitute "teertha". Many 
misguided pundits or pujaris wrongly advise 
people seeking solace or to wash their sins 
to go on teertha yatra. In essence sins 
cannot be washed away by such visits. God 
will punish the sinner in one or the other way. 
No one can escape from His judgment. This 
is the reason humans should not commit any  

sins and always speak truth and lead a 
righteous life. Remember good deeds are 
always rewarded. 

According to Vedas teertha is achieved by: 
• Reading and teaching Vedas. 
• Associating with scholars and honest 

people. 
• Helping the needy. 
• Doing charity work 
• Undertaking righteous activity. 
• Leading a spiritual life. 
• Controlling greed, anger and lust. 
• Speaking truth 
• Having no malice and pride 
• Doing Yoga. 
• Respecting parents, teachers and 

guests. 
• Worshiping and devotion to God. 

It is good to visit pilgrim spots as a 
holiday and to admire the nature's beauty 
but not to seek solace from the idols 
because it will nor be forthcoming and will 
only lead to frustration. 

Adapted from Arya Patrika, 
(London) 
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