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“‘| was fond of teaching geography and astronomy. Before teaching geography
of India | studied her cultural background, | was deeply impressed. The French
* translation Upanishads and Bhagawad Gita, which | studied, kept me charmed

_ hroughoutmy life.””"

John Fichte U Paul Dussan o &1 2l ey 2= W6 6T | 5TH
 &15if+eh Friedrich Nietzsche & &I Ug! T 38 agas 9 %2 0N ISt
SEET | ST gEI% “Anarchist’”” T @8 ®ed © [ AgEia SiEl et g
ez pier AJA-N B, 3D 1Y Ush 19 H d1Secl Bl AH A1 A qfa= ST
% gfer 919 EFT | He™ Qivaarel b A9 Wt A e THEST IIHEY,
Enft FEEE ud qerE e # sta e, a9 B o $ SEE
gl & 92 gHIfed gu | 98 Hed 8- |

“FY g9 wd wferar & |t et @ oaEer e g faee ol
o @ gite @ g & @drad gdid ear 81 g3 g Oy g % o |
e aue faeg B $ 39 I gl & GHE AdHE S BRI

o s T S T e et A
e & STEAT el T&T | William warren Hastings ST SISl 9T & STiXiHE
guf ¥ g8 TgHT SIe 1@, g8 qHH AT ey § Rget 9¥ e |
% HuTE B STER fRAT ST AR | AU SwelN g9 aHITE
STFATE Yo HIREl qor R STl § A | g ¥ qArd el A | g
TENY ey 7 Ufrew #e @ sl fafEdel & e d@wpd w5 s e
7 B A [Em depd # SlT 92 a1 STl =1ihe AEharedl & B
AR I g8 I S &l HeTarTY RwErs 9T | d 689 SATHYdT 8T |1 999y
¥ ord fafesT T Eg # orgare {117 The Dialogues of Kreeshna and
Arjoona Sfies 2@ e & ueaTa=T § Warren Hastings & & [ |rea & STt
AT & STEA B BTl ay B ara off T F garen delrl B 1 g
U¥ gaq e {3 I e i & JAar S ekl gidi SR St
quT ST afed argel 200 & goen Faver giafaa | ax f&faem s
S hrereprar & =Ty & ¥ 99k § ufirnfes Al Hi e i | I
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| FEwY HITETE @l ST Hiral AT ‘FEgHery aul ‘HEgd’ H TS g |
99<t T TFHT ‘Hymn to Narayanan’ ‘AT WJfa’ d&1 99€%  H ‘Human
 Theology’ Sfitfes & ‘AT’ o1 Teh1ST BT I

William Jones &k % 12 ¥ | 99wy H Ufkmfes A= &
SARESTT I STHEAT B Y Iei 2N i FEhd T AT A 2,
g Wi A oTers gof aer Afed | sifts ga=1 8 1 Ao S T wene
7 wyfid fear fF M, Afves Td GEpd Uh & AMMRar & || € |
Feghr & = et § yHeTd e R ed & 6 gerieTeh AriastT
ST TEe  hisT A, Beege aer 0iE A @Sl A sas Hig afeas S
IH T T AT Fea E ARG ¥ HUE & gd g9 H HE A
FfeTE ‘GRfead’ & ult=d T8t &1 | ARAIE Fodd T SThoT A T
& 739 3 Rrat 3w qur CRiftafesa @ fEmr a

fafera® S| @ &% Henry thomas Colebrooke S UreAfa=T A9 gT |
I g v, &8, =T, SOy F T e Har ) 9oy H
S A8 @ urEe faer uwga R ¢ S |l iaar eiREieE
Rt & T &2 | 3 Rl 909 § g8 == o [fu o b aoren s
& grewer I @ 2 el § | B WGl H g8t F€ TS Bl LTl
5 g0 § ‘argner HiE sifqaras TE Afag fHar arEen g 2 |

gAY F Tp B ST, ST, M F FE-HHR SAHAT F 0F
AIEIRT HedT o Sei S8 UIHNE B | eTaeeie effee Sif g gfea
Foit 7 Tep IR & e EWepd ® 92 dufed & | g8 ARE & A= o o 9
9cox H greis oY thid & Eadl H Rl HROT A Hedl T qe fa=an 7 ©
© U gEt 290 & AR Rw &Y g ) Bffees 9 Sie § o€ S
R o | BT T A § € GEpd T % HEG ST H | TEl I T
HiE % EEpa A Aol | g | S # A 83 | [E B 3| g |7
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AT H HerFdr 98 2 % IR AU Silae # 30 | Wl SAfuE
e a9 J61 B STeEET g e H | S S IR AhI 9 AT
gepIaTe gaT A wgel g9 q wreded &1 faEg @t aEepd & | 98 e
fyeg & W st &1 Rffasra g oY | g8 ARG S % 9 AT S
TSTATCOT TRIET 1 IR o7 | qHuERer ot St H S, Tt eTei
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STfeTsyr BT | ST wEEeT § g ferad ¥ 6 3 @ ST a8 T IR
Reel TeM =iy & auer 99 ¥, o8 o S R AT T Teeerdl 99
orforee F w ¥ 17 R R Deemey & e g & Al 4
a1eiferpt 7 fae 8T e eiftg e 9d a aives H 9" gAsieeT &
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w=are FafeiRT 9 The eastis east, the west is west, never the twain shall meet
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THTEAT YBITITT f | HaaHeY | What India Can Teach Us  378iiq ‘9 &H
] T el 877 &8¢ A Sl 98 i JoAl aifed | faed & gd® 39T H
Te JEE STIAIE Afed 39U &1, Je gHiReEd ar SiAr =gy | Jei dee
At od @ gei & o7 eTfg e A Fre & a9 wataRer @eeer & afy
b= TS & TAT FIHM AR Wi § $9 Te qEadr &1 99 &9 bl €,
P HeH WX S 2 | OF U BHII HWIRA AH, [a3er g3, qHieer §Aed
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it e s & qp STeARE 9X FE HE AT 3 B
ud A @ frag set G e ) S92 ®1g August Wilhelm Schlegal{{\i’l‘lﬁi-1
- fépan | TS August Fredrich Schlegal 3 «randrr 31eae Indo-Europian Studies,
Wmﬁaﬁwﬁ@aaﬁﬁ%@tﬁﬂwﬁaﬁwﬁzﬁ?
-qﬁaﬁqﬁqﬁmmﬁaﬁzﬁawﬂﬂﬁwﬁaﬁaﬂaﬂ“;ﬁmw”%
.ﬁﬁzﬁfﬁﬁgaﬂﬁﬁfaaﬁamﬁf%wﬁwq%mﬂﬁﬁ@%ﬁ@ ,
¥ SR @ g it B AR adaad T F A BAT
g SISl % IS Fredrich Schiegal £ 9 | August Wilhelm Schlegal &
¥ F=d T Rp org o AigsrEd A odl a8 A B T ae
e 7 g B o Al & e e T FEA G T A o
Hiver GETaTE ¥ w8t Segd B T E |

To bow before the Gurus

Is the best of all ritulas,

As the Brahmins accalaim,

Oh! my prophet devine,

The sacred most, the benign.
Advocat of divinity art thou,
Creater of divine poetry art ye,
Of truth, whatever name thy have,
With what ye state,

Human heart reaches to a height,
And is filled with a spiritual bliss,

A land that is so high, so benign,
So eternal, so divine.

[ salute thee,

Upon thy feet,

[ postrate thee. ™
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(Modern India and the West, article of Mr. Robilson verse rendering by Dr. BK
Tiwari)
AR arEHd 9T G S arfecasl # Frederich Ruckert Pantheon
%WW%IWW@WWW—W,WW%
RrarT T o757 & 8T , Wisdom of Brahmin, A Didective poem Zealia FHicral H
F & wRg fte H TGEs] A (AT ST Tl 8 | He STHA A
e StafasT=T Ue ot Afceht % A Johann WOIfgang Van Goethe
3 FfvEE At CeEmeTgaey” 9, O 98 e A ¥ S|
.mﬁﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁqﬁﬁr@mmaﬂw&smickmaﬁ
S CICY T I Al %
“Would thou see young years blossom,
And fruits of its decline,
And all by which the soul is charmed,

Enraptured, feastd, fed,
would thou see the earth and the heaven
In one name combined,
I name the Shakuntalla
And all at once is said ™™
Fiferard & S99 9erdl H William Van Hambouldt, 5 ST, STLiTT6 B?IT
T RISt T Te & SR § SR 9, U Fewgel exiE € | 98 Hed
5 :

« Kalidas, the celebrated author of Shakuntala and masterly describer of the

influences, that the nature experiences upon the minds of the lovers. Tenderness in
the expressions of powerful fellings and richness in the creative beauty have
assigned him a loftiest place amongst the poets of the all nations””™ I
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STST 89 Siciarg 9ReEd= climate change & ®9 § 3@ @ 2 | ¥ g9l &
IR EYole: A B ogs Sufiwe @ gste B < Semaraafis ad
IH ST WA st CHyel fGeg gvaX # ghe w9 BV
SAETEYMYE & Ui dfegar €1 <Ode on Intimations of Immortality
T OfFes i § agaas AT & qd 5 &1 a1 w8 | g9 ST
HheaTl A 9 &HH GiHlcE a1 Tt 961 (F8dl, S8 od ey ) § o
feepet <121 B | Fe fagrs AR @21 8 | Smeeag far 7§ = $r o |
e -

“q Warg WTg A, 9 @ A9 ST |
9 949 9 Afgwnr, ¥d qava: ooy

SHIfsT M ufts Hiaar § adaasd war a-eafear 1 =a=r, I
STl 1 AT A €, A, e 0 GEHt § 937 92T € | hifaehrd gar
Fa 941, A H = Hfaar ‘Adonais’ H A w1 gAE T gfteTET
& & | ‘Ode to the West Wind’ sfrd asfaren & sfer afvenft yas & dare e
g | FRE I HieTd i Hged 1 U9 & rEd g8 6 8y § gares [@gg
g & |

Rodl T b ARG g IS & HEBOH T FFH TME 8 g o |
SIS @ AT & gfer gH i FedAY B gl ot | A€ BROT B F 04l @@
I FHRIG SIS Fifecd Contemporary English Literature 9% s
e T ST ST Hehell & | 9T i William Butler Yeats 3uf-eei & &1
W g § | SR 9o UgE SURYET 1 ST STgaTe AT | Wied & uwis
e W@l 2 WA gAfed I MES W@ | ST FHE HGATSAr I97
‘Anushaya and Vijay’ , The Indian upon the God”, The Indian to his Love’ 371f& &
AR 2T faoT BT 2 |

SATYF 71 % HeHd shia Thomas Stern Eliot &t ==t e & | 37
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English STeIiq SRS ST e eAfas S9ged 81 | S99 T99°T &g
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“The Waste Land” =T IudeR a8 S UMl , Afaes nifoHs | & o
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g B F J 9 999 9% 9d § 12 | 32 U ier gredi oA B S
- e # AIEEIAr SIAT @is de el 8, 39 4l H g B B [ I%h
- fEEEE AT &1 ‘“The Song Celestial” Sfiteh & TSl H wengare fhar
FHEd & HETHT T 3T99 JaT I 7 579 AR H 9813 B MiH A § T
2 9 3= g g el | UghY 98 95d TUad 59 | ST TER©T § 9
e 8- ‘59 gEa% A HH TF STE gfee I&9 @ | g8l 3 g8 S 1
oot st 7 § o7 1777
“Light of Asia” usfas a1iies #i 9eamd Fid & | T8l 98 A& I 3
ufey gt wifer got e AT 3 2 | e I S= ey "fan ael
bl T | T e ‘ReHy oFics & gal G died & Helhi
AN ¥ Hd & X &ed € & e ol gg1 #few & % wEE g %
il a7 Sree i ¥7 SA9aEIT a1 usfae aFtes |
STOST Aifee U AR g9 &6 F=) & arg SR difee & == &
S | ST Tfed S1ue o= g gfte & fg 9= A arssy & s
T | A A THES SR 7T & difesds e € | Henry David Thoreal
Ter s aisie § e Civil Disobedience’ bl dfadras fepar
TeredT e T 9T ‘Afgea sy @ g9 o ¥ 1 g R o | HerH
wigh 17 i gfyerl asifent @ gwafa @, 9 S99 @ o &, dfhT 3
2T gEe a3 5 2 Sfae O wEg & of T Ul g WRd WeRd € 1 8
Fed & % 9 FMoufy st @s g Riaa @ fiar s =9 e | g
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&Y oy ST © Swer A 2 Ralph Waldo Emerson. 3HXE &1 SHRET |
Champion of Hindiu Thoughts “‘IReiid fa=l =1 I=ae 7 el Sl B
It e Fea § B @i Rawe @ o ® uerder & g omARiEAr o
g & oy guE 9T 9Rd & Ui @ A B § o sHeEs q ol
T fear |
Fe gfeedt TE ¥ 9 RAai & Issad |J8 ¢ twinkling star of
indian renaissance in the firmament of the west’” 2 TAT € | LA &H 32} 9T
T3 B B g IAN T B ST WEeih I @RI
| g T gerH STEHCT HEAT § | SHYES 1 ST ARe H ARG JEhrd J
-9 UF qRER F g | ek § oraw fuar fafees gEeas B e
g e 9% e dEe ud aReEt SR g e o | g | 9 99 g
fadT 1 U 9 | 39 g8 Mery Woody Emerson Gleﬁ?,[ arest HE & Sl
B ot 3 3T BT ST AR o | gIT AT ® A" WK eIl 9T 9=
Ha1% google T AT ST WehaT B | ERaE fsafiEmed ® @ gU AT |
R areEE W Med orgud fHAT| fafeEm S| $a <Essays on
Hindoos”, ‘“Hymns to Narayena” “On the Chronology of the Hindoos"
Charles Wilkins & ““The Dialogues of Kreeshna and Arjoon” @< Thomas
colebrooke el ““Analysis of Veda” & @8 agd TG T | HXET 379 T4
AR § AR fEn ud Berdl ® 7o Estared S g O | 3 AT
7 e B =Y 9= ¥ e, Jara, Iufrug, A B T B IS ST FH € |
ST ‘STE ST SHiar T UE TSl ST -
“Ifthe red slayer think he says,
Orifthe slain think he is slain,

They know not well the subtle ways,
Ikeep and pass an turn again.”™"
o7 sraEstiar & fada aTemg @ 9€al Selleh Sfad:-
g ¢ AT TR, FTE H-ad gadH |
sS4t at = faonfar, & a7 wd
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« 0! Once illustrious in the elder time.
Young muses caroled in the sunny clime.
When maids of heaven and flowers, Celestial curled,
To twine the pillers, which sustain the world,
When Brahma, for the land in the distance viewed,
Abandoned his empyreal solitude,
Serene the father veiled his glory mild,
Crowned thee with joy, and blest his favo !
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CRABS IN ANCIENT INDIAN
LITERATURE AND CULTURE

K.G. Sheshadri
INTRODUCTION

The Oceans are full of living organisms and these Marine Fauna are adapted
excellently to high salt concentration, low temperature and high pressure of the
oceans. Ancient Indians had a vast knowledge of Marine Fauna that were
systematized in their ancient literature among which crabs are one of such marine
organism. Crabs are Decapod crustaceans of the Infraorder Brachyura. They are
covered with thick exoskeleton of calcium carbonate and have a single pair of
claws. There are 850 or more species of crabs all over the world found in freshwater,
terrestrial and oceanic salt waters'. The males generally have larger claws than
females. Mating takes place by means of chemical pheromones. There exist several
families of crabs. Among them the paleotropic freshwater crab family
Gecarcinucidae occurs from India to Australia, parts of South East Asia upto New
Guinea. This distribution makes it well suited to estimate the timing, direction and
possible mechanism of Faunal exchange between South-East Asia and India during
the Cenozoic Era’.

In India, the highest diversity of crabs is found in Kerala [about 27 species]
followed by Goa [17 species] and Maharashtra [12 species]’. Crabs play on
important Ecological role in mangrove productivity. These diversities are richly
found in families like Grapsidae, Portunidae, Ocypodidae and so on. Giant mud
crabs [Scylla serrata], Sand Crabs [Portunus pelagicus], Fiddler crabs
[Ocypodidae family] are some of the species that are popular and dwell by digging
burrows in sand and mud. There have been studies on Indian king crabs’. The horse
shoe crabs are living fossils whose origin dates 200 million years back’. Studies
carried out on Indian Brachyuran crabs with special emphasis to various types, their
taxonomy and identification have been documented in literature®’, |

The present paper tries to glean the Origin, Classification, Behavior and
other Folk beliefs of crabs from ancient Indian literature and culture.

CRABS IN VEDICLITERATURE
Vedic literature also offers us a glimpse of several Marine organisms thatare
mentioned in the hézmns during different contexts. :
The rgveda [IV.2.10.5-7] mentions about crabs. The Taittirtya Sarhhita’ TS

[5.5.11-5.5.24] in context of describing the A§vamedha sacrifice states that crabs are
to be offered to the deity Dhatr. The Yajurveda [Vajasaneyi] Sarhhita [XXIV.21]in
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same context mentions that crabs are to be offered to Mitra "'~
WfﬁTWWm@H@WﬁWWW%@
samudriya $isumarandlabhate parjanyaya mandtkanadbhyo matsydn mitraya
kulipayan varunaya nakan|

The Vasistha Sarhita" [XIV.41] states that crabs are not edible for Dvijas. The
Brahma Upanisad, one of the thirty-two minor Upanisads of the Krsna Yaj urveda

gives an analogy of crab stating .
“The Brahman, as Atman expresses itself when man is awake, he is a bird, crab and
lotus”.

CRABS IN EPICSAND PURANAS

Several Puranas as well as the epics throw light on different aspects of crabs. The
Valmiki Ramayana” in the Sundara Kanda [V.1.74] alludes to several sea animals
like whales, fishes, turtles and crocodiles. However a mention of crab is rare in
Valmiki's text although the other versions of the Ramayana do shed light on crabs.
A mural of the Thai Ramayana at the Emerald Buddha temple (Wat Phra Kaew) in
Thailand portrays sea plants and animals including a Horse-shoe crab by the shores
of Ravana's Lanka. In the Malay version of Ramayana, there is a description of a
giant crab that was killed by Hanuman in the course of building of the causeway
across the ocean'. The female crab [KarkatakT] is alluded in a context of a mode of
expression inviting calamity on oneself in the Vana Parva of Sage Vyasa's
Mahabharata" as Draupadi remarks that Jayadratha attempting to kidnap her is akin
to digging his own grave like a female crab conceiving her own destruction
[111.252.9]. The text further in the Virata Parva has Draupad in guise of Sairandhri
seeking refuge of Queen Sudesna and being told that that giving resort to her may
result like the female crab conceive womb as her own death.
et ey A =T {E
Kkustri khadati marhsani maghama segavamival|

The Bhisma Parva has the grandsire on being struck by Arjuna’s arrows state that
they were piercing his body parts justas a baby crabwould do to its mother.

aﬁqﬁgﬁw:ﬁﬁm:fﬁmﬁgﬁ:ﬁﬁrﬁamwﬁmwﬁan
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arjunasya ime banah neme banah sikhandinah chindanti mama gatrani maghamase

gavamiva||

The $anti Parva [Apaddharmanusasana Parva] states that aking who does not crush
a foe who is reduced to subjection of military force provides for his own death like a
crab when she conceives. The Matsya Purina'® [58.46] states that at the tank
construction and consecration rituals a copper crab with golden tortoise, crocodile,
silver fish and iron porcupine are to be established as consecration deposits at
proper places with mantras to Varuna. The Agni Purana'’ [315.16] states that the
crab forms one of the list of animals and other ingredients that are crushed together,
boiled in oil and used for generating leprosy when massaged on the body of a
person. The Garuda Purana’* [Chap. CXCI] dealing on fractures in medicine quotes
Lord Dhanvantari stating that among the 12 types of fractures of bone sh afts [Kanda
Bhagna] one of them is shaped like a crab [Karkataka]. The Skandha Purana’
[Avanti Kanda] in the context of describing the Karkotesvara Linga of
Mahakalavana mentions that Lord Brahma asked Yelaputra and all other Karkataka
(crabs) to head towards this Vana and worship a Goddess named Karkotaka. The
Devi Bhagavata Purana™ states that when Indra was living under disguise in
Manasasarovara, Sage Vyisa states that even king Yayati had to get down from the
heaven for his fault and lived in the form of a crab for 18 Yugas. The Garga Sarhhita”
[V1.34] while describing the conquest of Kamsa in Mahendraparvata states that
Parasurama addressed him with fierce eyes as “O' worm, a baby crab, you are
insignificant as a mosquito™.

7 SIAT ARTAT ST B UTE HEIUSE € i Hebel (ST el ST Hh TAT 1|

tatah §anto bhargavoo'pi karhsarh praha mahogra drk he kita karkatt dimbha
tuccho'si masako yatha||

CRABS IN POST — VEDIC LITERATURE
Rich descriptions of crabs, their medicinal uses and behavior are given by various
Post-Vedic texts. The Kosas offer several synonyms to be form 'Karkata" used for
crabs. The Amarakoga” [Varivarga, 20-25] gives the following synonyms such as
Kulira, Karkataka, Sandesaka, Pankavasa, Tiryakgami andand Urdhvadrik. The
Suéruta Sarnhita” [46.109] includes Karkataka under the class of legged animals. It
mentions two types of crabs — white color and blackish. The white species is
laxative, diuretic in effect and brings about adhesion of fractured bones. It destroys
Vita and Pitta. The text also refers to the Rasa [Uttara Sthana, 9.19], bones [Asthi]
[Chikitsa Sthana, 40.4], Vasa [5.18] of crabs. The Susruta Sarhhita states that the
flesh of crabs is cool, purifies blood and is an aphrodisiac. The text also

ﬂ — .
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enlists 'KarkatasmgT', a drug used for preparing a Ghrta [ghee] used in the treatment
of 'Pittajakarnasoolam'. The Charaka Sarhhita™ [Siitra Sthana, 27.40] includes
crabs, under the Varivarga. The crab meat juice is advocated for treating sexual
- debility as a nutritive enema. Vagbhata's Astangasarngraha” [VI11.83-84] includes
crabs in the list of edible acquatic creatures. The Ayurvedasaukhyam™ of
" Todarananda [XVIL.87] states that meat of black crab is strength promoting and
slightly hot. It alleviates Vayu, promotes semen and healing, eleiminates stools and
urine easily, alleviates Vayu and Pitta.
| FETERHTEHEAT S d: BN SHRTTE: | YA S v ST ||
krsnakarkatakastesam balyah kosno'nilapahah|
Sukrasamdhanakrtsystavinmiitro'nilapittahal|
'The Madhava Dravyagund’ [Mamsavarga,X1X.27-30] also gives the properties of
" black crab meat. The Raja Nighantu™ also gives the medicinal properties of black
crabas -
gefrEE TR aTgfUIEE e SR I
CIESIEECE

srstavinmiutratvambhagnasandhatytvam vayupi tanasitvarica
krsnakarkatagunah balakaritvar Tsadusnatvar anilapahatvarical|

Kautilya's Arthasastra” has various recipes regarding crabs. The Ucchitinga [a
crab] forms one of the ingredients in a powder prepared from carcass of many
animals to cause instantaneous death by their smoke [XIV]. It further quotes
Bharadvaja stating that princes like crabs have a notorious tendency of eating up
their begetter.

The Buddhist Jatakas™ also flourishes many tales of crabs. The Suvanna Kakkataka
Jataka mentions about a golden crab that grabbed a crow and snake with its claws to
prevent its owner from coming to harm. Thus it was a true friend that saved life ofits
owner. The Kakkata Jataka mentions about a crab that was as big as the size of
threshing floor and was stamped by an elephant on its back. The claws lay apart of
which one floated in the Ganges and reached the sea while the other was found by
ten royal brothers who made a little drum called Anaka.

The Kakkatarasaddyaka Vimana, a Buddhist text mentions about a Bhikku
who went to seek alms in Magadha afflicted by Cannastllam [ear-ache]. Soon after
eating a dish of boiled rice and crab curry offered by a Khettapala, he was cured of
the disease. The Pali dictionaries explain that 'Kakkatarasa' as a flavor made from
crabcurry’ .

The Paficatantra®” of Visnusarma mentions a tale of a crab and a crane being
good friends. The crab unfolds a plan to kill a snake that was eating the eggs of the
crane. The text also gives story of a Rosary crab [Carpilius Maculatus] which has
#
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11 blood red spots on its carapace like a semicircle. The Naisadhiyacarita” of
$riharsa [22.20] mentions about several aquatic creatures frolicking in the waters of
river Tamraparni among which one of them is the crab. The 'Gathasaptasati'™ of
Satavahana king Hala mentions about crabs [1.19]. ] agannatha Pandita in one of
his Kavya's mentions about a group of cranes ridiculing a swan for living at
Manasasarovara as no crabs are existing there. The \/1'dye‘al".arasahasrakam'15 of poet
Vidyakara Misra mentions that Mainaka, son of Himalayas flew to the sea after
Indra clipped the wings of mountains and transformed himself into a crab living in
the ocean [ 1208].

The Damara Tantra [V.8] mentions the use of left side tooth of the lower
jaw of a crab used to make an arrow head”. By using a bow made of funeral pyre
wood and bowstring of the sinews of an animal, striking a charmed clay image of an
enemy would cause instead death of the real enemy.

Several treatises on architecture also mention about crabs. The
'Mayamatam"” attributed to Maya mentions that a crab made of gold should be a
consecration deposit among other items in case of a reservoir, well, tank, pond or
bridge [XII. 99-100]. For human dwellings, a small copper crab is to be among the
items used for consecration deposit [ XI1. 12.78-80].

The 'Manasollasa™ of Chalukya king Somesvara [1V.14.1407] states
that the Marila type of fish [Ophicephalus marulius Ham.] is to be fed with crab
flesh. The Sivatattvaratnakara” of Keladi Basavaraja, an encyclopaedic text
mentions that on breaking a stone if a circular cavity with turmeric color is seen,
then a crab may have lived inside it. Similar such aspects of living creatures in
stones are found in the Agama Texts. Astrological texts from the earliest times
recognize the crab (Karkataka) being the fourth constellation in the Zodiac
consisting of stars namely Punaravasu, Pusya and Aslesa. Surapala's
Vrksayurveda™ . a text dealing on plant diseases and their treatment mentions that
the smoke-of crab shells fomented and used with milk and water were used to water
trees drying due to lack of water [1X.209]. It further states that Ash gourd and
cucumber die if profusely smoked with bones of crabs [X.275]. These have been
verified by experimental studies which show that crab shell fog has properties of
fertilizers which enhamces growth”.

Several Tamil texts belonging to Sangam period flourish extensive details
about crabs. Tamil texts also mention 3 types of crabs namely - 'Kali Nantu’ [in
Backwaters], 'Katal Nantu' [in sea] and 'Nannir Nantu' [in fresh water]. Sangam
literature refers to crabs by the words ‘Antacam, 'Kalavan', 'Kulir', 'Nalli', "TtukKi’,
'"Amati’, 'Cekkai’, 'Namam'and 'Nollai'. '

The Tamil anthology Ahanandru® [AN] has poet Uloccanar speaking of red
crabs living in deep holes. Poet Centan Kannanar mentions how crabs of long

e e ———————
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horns come out of damp holes. The crab forms a messenger in one of the poems AN
[170]. Poet Marutam Patiya llarkaturikoin AN [176] states that an acquatic crab
whose eyes are like Neem buds dreads a white heron searching for prey. Poet
Madurai Marutan llanakanar in AN [380] mentions about a crab that gave fruitto
its loving mate living in a hole near a Talai (Pandanus odoratissimus) bush.

The Kuruntokai® KN [303] mentions golden coloured crabs lying under
‘cool shade of Punnai (Calophyllum inophyllum) tree. The same text alludes as to
how a crab's little hole with chambers at the roots of small flowering Njazhal
(Callicarpa macrophylla) tree is destroyed by sca waves KN [328]. The anthology
Kuruntokai KN [9] mentions 7 crabs trampling on a fig tree fruit that is jammed.
KN [24] also mentions about crabs eating fruits of fig tree. In ancient days girls
played with crabs. Poet Tumpicer Kiran mentions about girls who play by chasing
crabsin KN [316].

Ainkurunaru” [AIN], another Tamil anthology mentions about speckled
crabs on sandy shores of old pond with Mulli [Jasminum sambac] bushes. Likewise
spotted crabs play in the mud hiding between roots of thorn bushes AIN [21-22].
The text also has poet Orampokiyar speaking of crabs severing red sprouting
Vayalai (Portulaca quadrifida) vines. Some Crabs leave their mate in a lovely field
with Basil plants and severe the delicate shoots of Vallai (Ilpomoea reptans) vine.
One crab carries the ears of grain from lovely fine paddy field to his cool hole in the
mud. Another one cuts white sprouts on newly sown paddy plant AIN [25-29].
Poct Ammuvanar in Ainkurungiru AIN [179] alludes to crabs attacking shrimps.
One crab kills its mother at its birth.

Another anthology Narrinnai® [267] has poet Kapilar speaking of crabs
living on seashore with black eyes along with their kin. They frisk over fragrant
Njazhal (Callicarpa macrophylla) blooms fallen on the ground and arrange them in
graceful lines. Perumpanndruppaddai, one of the Pattupattu set of poems states
that people ate fries of fecund crabs [184]. The Sirupannatrupadai [8] mentions .
that dishes of forked foot crabs were served”.

The Aintinai Elupatu'® part of the Minor 18 Anthologies
[ Patinenkilkanakku] mentions that male crabs with forked legs crawl, sport with
mates on the sand dunes thrown ashore by ascending sea waves [67]. 'Kainnilal
[53], another one of the minor 18 Tamil Anthologies speaks of a crab crawling over
and returning with harvest of heaps of stinking fish kinds".

Poet Karumpillaipp@tanar in his song on Vaiyai river in Paripatal [10.85-
86] states that golden fish, crab, shrimp were offered as custom in the river so that it
should be a source of fertility”. Tamil Epics like Silapaddikaram’ of llarigo
Adigal also mentions how spotted crabs mate and gambol being watched by youth
of Pukar [V11.186-187]. The Periya Tirumoli of Tirumangai Alvar mentions
about male pincer crabs entering a blooming lotus with 100 petals [4.4(1)]. Ball
Crabs [Dotilla family] and Wasp crabs [Scopimera] are known as
b———  ——————— - = —_—————a
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‘Pafijarhkathanantu' because of a tradition among Paravas that these crabs
saved them from annihilation during a severe famine™

In South India several crabs are known and used as efficacious remedy for
diseases. Othaikalnantu [Gelasimus annulipes—Dhoby crab] is useful for curing
carache. Ttis collected, boiled in Gingely oil [Sesamum indicum seed oil] and used
as ear drops. Palnantu [Ocypoda Platytarsis] is used to treat pneumonia,
Kagukkai Nantu [small pea crabs (Pinnotheres) and Ball crabs (Dotilla)] made
‘1to a broth and administered internally for nervous debility and weakness. Pariju
Nantu [Dromia]l and Velvet ball crab are poisonous.

Siddha medicine uses oil extracted from crabs flesh in preparations used to
treat Ottorhea, Otitismedia and ear troubles™. Crab [Scylla serrata] has antibilious,
diuretic, laxative and haematinic properties and is a cardiac stimulant. A calcinated
residual fine powder of crab fossils is given as specific medicine in urinary
obstructions and lithiasis™.

The 'Khagendramanidarpana™ [Chap.XIIl] of Margarasa 1IL, a
toxicological text in Kannada mentions cures for Terrestrial crab bite [Gecarcoidia

natalis].
CRABSININDIAN CULTURE

Indian culture and traditions focus on crabs and its uses. Several cultures of the
world seem to have noticed the Supernova in the Crab Nebula in ancient past that
have been recorded in their rock arts. However, a survey of vast number of ancient
Indian texts has not put forth any promising evidence of sightings of the Nebula™.
The Andamanese tribals believe that creation of Universe began from a female crab.
The Santal tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands use crabs to cure vomiting in
infants and also fever". The Saharia tribes of Baran in Rajasthan use the ash of
crabs [Cancer pararus] in treating lung diseases such as cough, asthma and
tuberculosis™. . '

Tribes of Nagaland use the whole body of crabs for Jaundice and other liver
disorders”. The Yadavanad people of Coorg district in Karnataka have rhymes
portraying eating crabs”. People in Cuddapah district of Andhra Pradesh go to
Rapuri Kanama valley where there is a pond near a Siva temple. Those desirous of
getting children go there, bathe in the pond take a wild pineapple leaf and place iton
the borders of the pond. If their wishes are to be granted, omens of crabs are
observed as to whether it bites the leaf in two or leaves it untouched”. The Paniyans
of Malabar eat land crabs in a belief to prevent hair from falling out or turning grey.
The carapace of a crab filled with toddy is used along with other items by
magiciansin Malabar. Bhujia tribes of Kalahandi district, Orissa have myths
regarding how a potter's body turned into a crab and why the crab is afraid of
humans®. Hill Saoras of Ganjam and Koraput districts of Orissa also have myths

—— e ———————— S
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regarding creation of crabs from dirt of body of humans or from their flesh. The

Kuttia Konds of Ganjam district, Orissa have a legend of creation of crab that has

the mouth in the chest and eyes in the shoulder. The Konda Dora tribes of Koraput
~ district, Orissa have a legend regarding claws of a crab.

The horseshoe crab has many uses for humans. It is believed that the early
Indians used the tail spines of the crab as spear tips. After grinding the body, it was
used as fertilizer for their fields and ponds. Tribes inhabiting the north-east coast of

Orissa still use the tail piece for relief from different types of pain®™. They tie the tail
on their arms or prick their foreheads with it. It has been reported that the tail tips are

‘used for healing arthritis or other joint pains. It is believed that Indians in the early
days used to eat the appendages of the horseshoe crab. Additionally, the dead
carapace of the crab is boiled with mustard oil and used for treating rheumatic pain

in India. The Indians also used the hard carapace as a utensil for eating food and
drinking water.

In the temple at Tirundudevankudinear Tiruvisalur (close to Kumbakonam
in Tamil Nadu), the presiding deity Sivalinga is worshipped as 'Karkatesvara'
According to a legendary history of the temple Sage Durvasa was mocked at by a
Gandharva that he was walking like a crab. The sage was just completing his
worship to Lord Siva, got annoyed at the Gandharva and cursed him to become
like a crab”. The latter pleaded to get redressed from the curse and the sage asked
him to worship the Lord 'Karkatesvara'. He did the same and redressed from the
curse. It is also said in the 'Sthalapurdna' that the Goddess Parvaftr once
worshipped this Lord in the form of a crab with lotus flowers in the moat
surrounding the temple. /ndra also was worshipping the Lord with 1008 lotus
flowers planted by him in the moat. He got annoyed by seeing the crab plucking the
flowers. Once when the crab was climbing towards the Sivalirga to present the
flower, Indra tried to strike his sword on the crab. So Lord Siva made a hole on
his head and pulled in the crab.The image of a golden crab is seen on the
Sivaliriga [who is also known as Arumarundu Devar] during ablution rituals.
The legend of worship by a crab is also depicted in a panel on a stone pillar in the
temple and thus the temple is said to have earned the name 'Nantukoil. Likewise
the 'Karkatesvara' temple in Kanchipuram also has a similar legend of Goddess
Parvati worshipping the Lord in the form of a crab. Similarly at the R&mnatha
Siva Ghela temple in Surat (Gujarat), local people offer crabs to Lord Siva for
good fortune and wishes especially during Makara Sankranti (when the Sun
enters Capricorn). Even in the case of seeking divine help to cure chronic ear
problems, crabs are offered to the deity. However, these legends and associated
rituals of crabs need to be yet traced in the vast ancient literature. Thus crabs
feature much in ancient Indian literature and Culture.
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CONCLUSIONS

Marine ecosystems are rich source of biological diversity and it is remarkable to
know that ancient Indians were much aware about sea animals. Among them,
knowledge of crabs has been vast and they are portrayed in literature. Chemistry
of marine natural products is a relatively newer area of potential resource to
chemists and pharmacologists. However they have been used in traditional
medicinal systems from ancient times. This is evident from the medicinal uses
of crabs portrayed in Ayurvedic texts, Buddhist texts, folklore medicinal
traditions and so on. In the 1980s, researchers discovered that horse shoe crabs
blood could be used to detect dangerous endo-toxins in drugs, medical devices
and in water. Behaviour of crabs in portrayed in all forms in ancient Tamil
Sangam literature that one needs to marvel at the keen observations of these
poets without which they would not have been recorded in literature. Divine
aspects of crabs as well as their religious purposes are outlined in the Vedic, epic
and Puranic texts that still further knowledge of crabs needs to be researched
from untapped sources. Interdisciplinary research supported by Modern
Pharmacological and literary studies will help to bring out further details of the
uses of crabs suggested by our ancient texts.
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