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DAYANAND AND FOUR VARNAS

Indian Culture is basically Vedic
Culture. Bharat was on the top when she
used to follow the Vedic System without
failing. She will again be on the top when
she follows the Vedic System more
effectively.

The System of Four Varnas is one of
the salient features of Vedic Society.
Four Varnas are the four pillars and
Vedic Society is the palace built on them.
As a palace cannot stand without its
pillars, so can Vedic Society not stand
without Four Varnas. These Varnas are
not absent today. So, they are not to be
created or defined. They are just to be
streamlined and promoted. The only
question is as to who will streamline
them and how?

Vedic Society has produced several
Rishis and Munis including Rishi
Dayanand. He advocates Four Varnas,
and says in the third and fourth chapters
of 'Satyarth Prakash' as follows:-

'It is bad to give up the duties of
Varnas and Ashramas'. 'Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras, women,
servants, and the lowest of the low,
should read and preach the Vedas'. 'Many
in the past have become Brahmins. In the
Chhandogya Upanishad we read that the

Y Fifed

— Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’
Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

sage Jabala of an unknown class became
a Brahmin. It is written in the
Mahabharata that Vishwamitra, Kshatriya
by birth, became a Brahmin, so did the
sage Matang, an outcast by birth. Even at
the present day, he who possesses the
qualities, functions and temperament of a
Brahmin, is respected as such and the
ignorant are treated as Shudras. So will it
be in the future.’

‘Varna—Vyavastha should be based on
the qualities, functions and temperament
of the individuals. '

Rishi Dayanand has established Arya
Samaj with a view to building the nation
and rebuilding Indian Society. So, Arya
Samaj should streamline and effectively
implement the Varna System. Arya
Samaj is facing an internal problem today
as there is plurality of leaders and it is
short of a national team. A hundred
persons, working as a national team and
making ten small teams, can complete a
thousand jobs. But a thousand people
without a team-work cannot complete ten
jobs.

Problems and diseases can be overcome
by following a scientific line of "do's and
don'ts". Arya Samaj will also have to
follow the line strictly. It is an institution
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of scholars who study and explain the
Vedas. They can hopefully discipline it
and seek help from other institutions as
well.

The Puranas are enormous mixtures of
good and bad. However, their readers
include a category of persons who believe
in the authority of Vedas on the point of
Four Varnas, based on qualifications and
not on birth. Such persons are equal in
number with the persons belonging to
Arya Samaj, and hence, substantial in this
nation-building-programme.

The Ramcharitmanas, not strictly Vedic
in nature, accepts the principle of Four
Varnas. The Gita clarifies the definition
of the Four Varnas and preaches to
follow the System. The persons,
following these books, and constituting
the above mentioned institutions, can and
should come forward to streamline the
Varna System.

Rishi Dayanand took part in dozens of
Shastrarthas or Debates. Everywhere he
pressed for the authority of Vedas, and he
achieved victory after victory in the
Debates. The three institutions mentioned
above unfortunately keep the three books
as equal to Vedas. They will have to give
it up, in the interest of rebuilding the
Vedic Society. Since they present their
books to be in conformity with the Vedas,
it becomes their duty to announce the
authority of Vedas in black and white.
This is how they can contribute towards
the strengthening of Four Varnas' Society.

Y Fifed

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar clearly states that
the System of Four Varnas was based on
qualifications and not on birth. He
criticises the Caste System almost as
Rishi Dayanand does. But his followers
keep themselves distant from Arya Samaj
only to get the government aids,
admissible to the Listed Castes. They
have passed through several series of
sorrows because of the malpractices of
wrong Varna Compliance.

When Rishi Dayanand challenged these
malpractices and pressed for the original
System of Varnas based on qualifications
and not on birth, they followed Arya
Samaj. But when the government
announced aids to Listed Castes, they
turned their face to the Lists and back to
Arya Samaj. Government aids are good
for limited periods. Now they should join
hands with Arya Samaj.

All boys and girls should be given one
and same education, without
considerations of caste and community.
They should not be named as Hindu,
Muslim, Brahmin or the like. They must
be taught all religious books equally.
After attaining the age of 18 or 21, they
should be asked to choose a religion and
a Varna for them. Man can't be good or
bad on the basis of birth. Once the Varna
System is restablished in Bharat, our
forces will be organised, and we shall
again have an Incredible Bharat. ##++#+

[ Tse wifaar wa (FT 3.%9.3) ]

q 93 T &EHh a9 |
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