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22. The perfection of educa-
tion is attested by the compe-
tency of knowledge, the adoption
of civilized manners, the perfor-
mance of meritorious works, the
subjection of senses, the control
of passions and wicked desires,
the improvement of character, and
the absence of barbarism.

23. The proper Puranas (an-
cient books) are the works of the
Brahma and other sages of antig-
uity, called the Aitareya and the
other three Brahmanas. The genu-
ine history is found in the books
called Kalpa (chronicles), Gatha
(story), Narashansi (biographies of
men). But the Bhagawat and the
other seventeen Puranas are my-
thology, religious comedies, nov-
els, mysteries, or miracles.

24. The Tirtha (religious ferry)
is the spiritual ark, by which the
sea of sorrow or the abyss of pain
is crossed. Hence, the Tirathas
are the speaking of truth, the at-
tainment of knowledge, the friend-
ship of savants, the practice of
morality, dominion over the self,
the dicipline of mind, the magna-
nimity of heart, the instruction of
science, and the habit of benefi-
cence. These are recognized fer-
ries of the happy land ; but cities,

Maharish Dayanand Saraswati’s Beliefs

rivers and tanks, which ignorence
call the holy places of pilgrimage,
are only the pools of woe or the
sloughs of despondence.

25. The spirit of enterprise is
perferable to resignation to decrees
of fate which are no more than
mere consequences of the acts of
previous lives ; because it modi-
fies and amends the entire series
of antecedent acts in the next life.
The slackness of exertion spoils
all of them. Hence the works of
present life are more important
than the whole and entire reliance
on the wholesale blind fate.

26. The commendable
condudt of man is shown by his
discriminate treatment of merits,
and sympathetic regard for plea-
sure and pain, profit and loss of
others. The contrary course is rep-
rehensible.

27. The observance of
caremonial should contribute to the
improvement of body, mind and
spirit. There are 16 ceremonies
from conception to cremation.
These purificatory rites are bind-
ing on man. After cremation noth-
ing should be done for the dead.

28. The Yajna (worship) is the
entertainment of the learned in pro-
portion to their worth, the business

of manufacture, the experiment
and application of chemistry, phys-
ics and the like arts of peace, the
instruction of people the purifica-
tion of air, the nourishment of veg-
etable, kingdom by the employ-
ment of the principles of meteorol-
ogy, called Agnihotra in Sanskrit,
which showers blessings all
around. It is the most important
duty of man.

29. The ancient usage de-
mands attribution of the appella-
tion, called ‘Arya’ to the best, and
‘Dasyu’ to the vicious portion of
mankind.

30. India is called Aryavarta,
because the Aryan branch of the
human race has dwelt there since
creation. Itis bounded on the south
by the Vindhya (the barrier of bar-
barians), on the west by the Attock
(obstruction) or Indus (Luna), and
on the east by the Brahmaputra
(the. son of Neptune). The country
within these confines is called
Aryavarta proper” and its perma-
nent inhabitants, the Aryas.

31. The competency of the
teacher is proved by his. power to
explain the Vedas and their com-
mentaries, and. to reform the char-
acter of pupils through the salutary
medium of the instruction of mo-

rality and the prohibition of immo-
rality.

32. The fitness of the pupil is
shown in his love for- the acquisi-
tion of knowledge, his willingness
to receive instruction, his rever-
ence for learned and virtuous men,
his attendance upon the teacher,
and his execution of orders.

33. The Guru (initiator) is the
father, the teacher of truth, and the
corrector of misconduct.

34. The proper Purohita (priest)
is one who cordially loves the good
of his spiritual folk and preaches
them virtue and truth.

35. The Upadhyaya (profes-
sor) should be able to teach cer-
tain sort of the Vedic lore or should
be the teacher of one science.

36. The Shishtacher (eti-
quette) is amiable behaviour- with
readiness to accept truth and to
reject untruth, after the careful ex-
amination of the octave or eight-
fold. evidence of logic, attentive-
ness to study in the bachelor- life
of school and the general polite-
ness of conduct. These are the
characteristics of the truly civilized
man.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Flash of Truth"
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