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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Swami Shraddhanand Ji
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But the most interesting thing
was that at this time he began to
worship, like his father, the god Shiva.
He also read regularly the Ramayana,
which had a great deal.of influence
on him. This was at the time when
Swami Dayanand visited Benares.
But neither Munshi Ram nor any
other member of his family went to
see or hear him. It was said that the
Swami was a godless sorcerer. It was
dangerous to go near him because
he made other people give up their
faith in God.

From Benares L. Nanak Chand
went to Banda. There Munshi Ram
was put in the local school. But he
was made to read Urdu and Persian
instead ofHindi. This did not mean
that he lost his interest in Hindi. On
the other hand, he came to have a
greater interest in it. He read it for
pleasure at home.

After some time he fell
dangerously ill. His parents lost all
hope of his life. They sent for many
doctors, but not one of them could
do much for him. At last they called
in a physician who was a God-fearing
man. He treated his patients free. But
this was not the only thing he did.
Every evening he gave readings from
the holy books. People came in large
numbers to listen to him. His medicine
cured Munshi Ram, so the parents

and the mankind.

The original book 'Makers of Arya Samaj' written by D.C.S. was pub-
lished long ago in 1935. Much time has elapsed since then. Govind Ram
Hasanand published an edition in 2010, but its contents remained the same.
It is therefore considered necessary to bring out this latest edition with
some modification and correction wherever required. In this present edi-
tion, several new pages have been added, which provide more information
in order to highlight important facts and features in respect ofthe Makers
ofArya Samaj. It is hoped that the lives of these extraordinary great men
who are the outstanding leaders ofthe ARYA SAMAJ will inspire our present
generation to make some useful contribution in the service of our country

felt very grateful to him. They also
began to listen to his readings.
“These,” wrote Munshi Ram
afterwards, “ left a deep mark on my
character.” All his life he felt grateful
to this gentleman, for he taught him
what goodness really is.

After leaving Banda, L. Nanak
Chand held a post at Mirzapur. Near
this place a fair was held in honour of
a goddess. Munshi Ral)1 often went
there in the company of his father. He
saw many interesting things. He came
across persons who did much evil in
the name of religion. The character of
his father’s orderly interested him
most of all. He was a Brahmin, yet he
did many evil things. He told lies, he
gambled, he drank, he took bribes,
and he cheated people. He still called
himself religious because he often
went to the temple of the goddess.
Even the boy Munshi Ram failed to
understand this man.

L. Nanak Chand again went to
Benares. But this time he occupied a

higher position than before, and all
the rich people of Be nares were very
anxious to please him. It being the end
ofthe rainy season, Benares was the
scene of many festivities. Munshi Ram
had his share of them. He attended
feasts, he rode on elephants, and saw
many performances. All this pleased
him very much.

In this way his studies were
neglected for a few months. But after
a time he was put in a local school.
There he began to read English. His
life in school had a good effect upon
him. It taught him to be regular. It is
said that at this time he got up early
in the morning. Then he went to the
river for a bath. He also took exercise
in an Indian gymnasium. After this
he went to the temple of Vishwa Nath
in order to say his prayers. Then he
went home and had his breakfast.
After this he went to school. This
regularity he kept up for a long time.

Soon L. Nanak Chand left
Benares for Balia. There Munshi Ram

) \-\.__. b /

was admitted to the local school. In
that school he read English with a
Bengali gentleman, who took great
interest in him. So his knowledge of
English improved very much. For his
ability in English he was twice
awarded prizes. In addition to this,
Munshi Ram began to learn wrestling.
L. Nanak Chand was so pleased with
his son’s ability that he thought of
sending him to a better school.

Munshi Ram was then sent to
the Queen’s Collegiate School at
Benares At that time this was the best
school in the whole of the province,
and Munshi Ram felt glad to join it.
For some time he worked here very
regularly at his books. He also paid
much attention to his health. The
result was that he was liked at school
as well as elsewhere.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj"
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